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Welcome to Your Power to Choose: Adult Education 
Guide, a practical introduction to the values of 
citizenship, democracy and the power of choice.

This project is designed to meet a goal common to educators and Elections  
Manitoba – to develop lifelong learning skills and the habit of participation  
in elections among adult learners.

Adapted from the original Your Power to Choose: Education Guide, this guide 
brings the four phases of the election experience to the classroom. Learners  
will become familiar with all aspects of electoral participation – from the 
perspective of voters, citizens and candidates.

Filled with interactive and engaging activities, the guide is designed to 
accommodate three different learning levels, as recognized by Manitoba 
Advanced Education and Literacy. Learners will develop the skills they need  
to assess issues and make informed decisions, while experiencing the impact 
and power of their choices.

The guide is a practical, hands-on, easy-to-use resource, providing educators 
with everything they need to teach the election process in a respectful  
and unbiased way.

Adult educators and learners have played a key role in shaping this 
resource. The support and collaboration of Manitoba Adult Learning  
and Literacy have been invaluable.

Thank you for participating in Your Power to Choose, part of a long-
term education program and commitment to voters. We hope it will 
become a valued resource for educators and learners across Manitoba.

Sincerely,

Shipra Verma, CA 
Deputy Chief Electoral Officer
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Introduction

Program Objectives
Practical Applications of Democracy 

Provide adult learners with the tools and information they need to 
participate in elections as a voter, citizen or candidate. 

Informed Decision-making 

Present adult learners with opportunities to look at issues from all sides, learn 
how to make sense of this information, so they can make informed choices. 

Lifelong Learning 

Provide adult learners with the skills to participate in the election process 
with confidence and develop the “habit of participation”. 

Values of Democracy

Present adult learners with relevant examples of fairness, equality and 
accessibility – core values of democracy and the election process. 

Program Principles
Safe & Respectful Environment

Create an environment for learners that demonstrates the core values of 
democracy and the election process with:

• Active listening strategies that are respectful in tone and style

• Relevant activities that acknowledge personal life experiences

• Two-way communication that encourages shared ideas and opinions 

Learner Centered

Create learning experiences for learners that are meaningful with:

• Content that focuses on practical and relevant information relating 
to their daily lives

• Activities that are hands-on, interactive and experiential
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Program Design
Four Phases

Learners will experience what it’s like to participate in an election. The guide 
is divided into four phases capturing all aspects of the election experience:

Pre-election Experience: REFLECTInG

Learners will uncover the history of elections in Manitoba and reflect 
on the values and benefits of participation.

Election Experience Begins: PREPARInG

Learners will experience what it’s like to prepare for an election and the 
value and impact of their names on the voters list.

Political Experience: CHOOSInG

Learners will experience what it’s like to be a part of a campaign  
and discover how to present and analyze issues from all sides to make 
informed choices. 

Democratic Experience: VOTInG

Learners will put into practice every aspect of the election process, 
experience how to vote and the impact of voting on their daily lives.

Lessons

Engaging, Interactive, Stand-alone and Self-contained

Lessons are supported with background information on elections, 
election definitions, learner handouts, instructor answer keys, and 
additional sources of information – everything needed to introduce  
and teach the election experience in the classroom.

Literacy and Learning Continuum

Most lessons are developed using three separate learning levels  
(each stand-alone) which mirror stages one, two and three of the 
learning continuum. This provides the instructor with a resource that  
is adaptable to a variety of learning styles and educational needs. 
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Lessons (continued)

Lessons are designed using The 9 Essential Skills which provide learners 
with the practical learning skills needed for life.

Learning Continuum and The 9 Essential Skills
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LIFELonG LEARnInG  

READInG
Understand and 
analyze written 

materials

DoCumEnT uSE
Understand and use 
visual information in 

different forms

• Stories
• Paragraphs
• Advertisements
• Definitions

• Forms
• Surveys
• Ballots
• KWL

numERACY
Use and understand 

numbers and think in 
quantitative terms

WRITInG
Write text and 

documents

oRAL 
CommunICATIon

Use speech to 
exchange opinions 

and information

WoRkInG  
WITh oThERS

Cooperate and work 
as a team to carry  

out tasks

ThInkInG
Evaluate ideas or 

information to 
reach a decision

ComPuTER uSE
Use computers 
and software to 
carry out tasks

• Statistics
• Budgets

• Presentations
• Advertisments
• Rationales

• Presentations
• Analogies
• Personal Experiences
• Discusssion

• Campaign  
Creation

• Enumeration
• Board Game
• Consensus  

Building

• Voting
• Research
• Brainstorming
• Oral Quizzes

• Webquest
• Internet (research)
• Site navigation

9 
ESSEnTIAL  

SkILLS
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The phase theme and title, which are 
central to the lessons and activities, 
are shown here.

This is the introduction and 
summary of the phase.

An overview of background 
information which supports the 
lessons and activities in the phase  
is shown here. 

This provides an overview  
of the objectives for the  
lessons and activities in  
the phase.

The guide is divided into four 
phases each capturing one 
aspect of the election experience. 

Guide at a Glance
Phase Introduction: Background & Summary of objectives
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Lesson overview: Introductory Activity & Background

Each phase is divided into 
2-3 separate lessons. The 
number of the lesson is 
indicated here.

Each lesson begins with its own 
Introductory Activity – designed 
to meet the needs of all learning 
levels in the class. This provides 
useful background and warm-up 
to the lesson.

The goal, specific to the 
Introductory Activity, is 
shown here.

To begin an activity 
or lesson, this section 
activates prior 
knowledge to engage 
learner interest. 

Additional reminders 
and/or instruction are 
included throughout.

This identifies which of  
The 9 Essential Skills apply  
to the lesson. 

These are the specific 
learning techniques to 
develop the essential skills. 

All resource materials the 
instructor needs for the 
lesson including handouts, 
answers keys, worksheets 
and other materials are 
identified here. (Resources 
are found at the end of each 
Introductory Activity as well 
as the end of each Learning 
Level of each lesson.)

All resource materials 
the learner needs for 
each lesson including 
background information 
and answers for handouts 
are identified here.

Any new terms that are introduced 
within the activity or lesson are 
bolded, defined and shown in the 
margin. (A list of all terms and 
definitions for all phases is found in 
the Glossary at the back of the guide.)
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Possible information/learner 
responses are provided to help 
guide the activity and discussion.

This section 
consolidates and 
reflects learning. 

This is found at the end of 
each Introductory Activity for 
each lesson and provides a 
summary of terms and facts.

This is found at the end of each 
Introductory and Learning 
Level for quick reference and 
identifies other lessons that 
can be used.
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Each phase is divided into 2-3 
separate lessons. The number of 
the lesson is indicated here.

This indicates the first of three 
stages of learning of the Literacy 
and Learning Continuum. 

This indicates Preparation 
required before the class begins, 
and in some cases, a few days 
before the class.

Most lessons include three 
separate learning levels.  
(In three lessons, learning levels  
1, 2 and 3 are combined.)

These appear at the beginning 
of each learning level and are 
highlighted to prepare you for  
the lesson.

Specific lesson outcomes are 
shown here. outcomes are the 
same for all three learning levels.

Each lesson is divided into four 
sections: Activate, Acquire, Apply 
and Debrief. This is the order in 
which you will teach the lesson.  
(In some cases, Acquire and Apply 
are combined.)

Lesson overview: Three Learning Levels with Support materials
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This provides learners with  
new information.

This applies the new 
information. (For most lessons, 
these are separate activities.)

This provides additional ways  
to enhance learning. 

Interesting background 
information and important 
election facts relevant to  
the activity and/or lesson  
are shown here.



 1 –  This refers to the order in which  
the appendix appears in the lesson.

 L1 – This refers to the lesson number.

 P1 – This refers to the phase number.

The title listed at the beginning 
of the lesson and referenced  
in the body appears here.

highlights this as an Instructor 
Resource. It appears at the 
beginning of the lesson under 
RESOURCES/MATERIALS. 

highlights this as a Learner 
Resource. It appears at the 
beginning of the lesson under 
RESOURCES/MATERIALS. 

Appendices overview: Instructor & Learner Resource materials 

xii    Introduction 



PHASE 1

Your Power to Choose | Adult Education Guide  1

The history of democracy will reveal compelling 
events that led to the evolution of Manitoba’s 
electoral process. Learners will uncover how  
laws have progressed and reflect on the  
values and benefits of participation.

REFLECTING
Pre-election Experience

Pre-election Experience reference

Democracy
• Demos means “people”, Kratos 

means “rule” (government of  
the people).

• Eligible voters choose who 
represents them through their right 
to vote in free and fair elections.

• Elected officials are accountable  
to all voters.

History
• The right to vote was based on sex, 

property and other criteria.
 For example, voters:

 - Had to own property 

 - Had to be male

 - Could not be Aboriginal

 - Could not be patients in hospital 
(including mental health care 
facilities)

 - Could not be in prison

Manitoba’s Electoral System
• Manitoba has a fixed election date, 

which means an election:

 - Must take place every four years

 - Can be called early, if needed

• Any eligible voter can be a candidate.

• Campaigns and elections are carried 
out fairly.

• Voting takes place freely and secretly.
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PHASE 1

Learners will be introduced to:
1. The history of the electoral process in Manitoba and will:

• Compare and contrast how ideas and events have changed over time and how  
elections have evolved over the years

• Describe the influence of democracy on the quality of life for Manitobans 

2. The impact of elections throughout Manitoba’s history and will:

• Experience what it is like to be disenfranchised

• Become familiar with influential individuals and events

3. The values of Manitoba’s democratic system and will:

• Learn about the role of government

• Form opinions and defend viewpoints 

• Explore the reasons why people vote

• Discuss possible explanations and solutions for low voter turnout 

• Describe the value of voting

REFLECTING
Pre-election Experience
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lESSon 1

Who is Elections Manitoba?
Introductory Activity
All Learning Levels

Goal 
Learners will be introduced to Elections Manitoba and understand  
the role it plays in ensuring fairness, accessibility and transparency  
in provincial elections.

Activate
1. Begin the class by writing ‘Elections Manitoba’ on the board. 

2. Ask learners what words and ideas come to mind when they hear  
the word – election. Write learners' ideas on the board.

Possible words/ideas may include:

• Vote

• Choose

• Elect government/candidate

• Democracy

• Secret

• Fair

3. Ask learners if they have ever voted before. Encourage participants to 
share their voting experiences with the group.

4. Divide the class into small groups and ask each group to brainstorm 
the following questions using words, phrases and pictures:

Who is Elections Manitoba?

Related essential skills 
Oral communication
Analogy

Thinking
Finding information
Problem solving

Working with others
Brainstorming

Writing
Definitions

ResouRces/MateRials
Instructor
Markers
Paper 

Learner 
Who is Elections Manitoba?
Election Information at  

a Glance

Elections Manitoba is 
the office in charge of 
running provincial elections 
in Manitoba. Elections 
Manitoba is neutral and 
independent. The job of 
Elections Manitoba is to 
conduct free and fair elections 
and to make participation 
easy and accessible for 
Manitoba voters. 

An election is a process  
by which eligible voters 
choose (by voting)  
who represents them  
in government.
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What role does it play in provincial elections?

How did you hear of Elections Manitoba?

NOTE: Give each group a large piece of paper and markers so they  
can record their ideas.

Once groups have completed the brainstorm, collect the papers from 
each group and hang the pages around the room. 

5. Next, hand out Who is Elections Manitoba Learner Resource. Ask 
learners to walk around the room and record words/ideas from 
the pages. These words/ideas can be used to complete part one of 
the handout. Once completed, use this list to create a definition of 
Elections Manitoba for part two, then complete contact information. 

The definition should include the following: 

• Runs elections

• Independent of government

• Unbiased 

• Free of political influence

• Free, fair and accessible elections for all voters in Manitoba

6. Ask learners individually (or in their original groups) to create an  
example of a situation similar to the role Elections Manitoba plays  
in the electoral process. Once completed, ask learners to share their 
example and their rationale. 

An example of this would be:

• A referee in a sporting event, because both Elections Manitoba and 
a referee ensure that rules are in place so that all participants are 
treated fairly. Also both play an unbiased role in the process.

Elections Manitoba can  
be contacted by phone:  
945-3225 or 1-866-628-
6837 toll free, by mail:  
120-200 Vaughan Street, 
Winnipeg, MB, R3C 1T5  
or by visiting  
www.electionsmanitoba.ca.
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Debrief
1. Ask each learner to complete part three of Who is Elections Manitoba 

Learner Resource and discuss the important role the organization plays 
in provincial elections. 

2. Discuss responses as a class. 

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose 
folder for quick reference. 

extended leaRning
The appendices “Election 
Information at a Glance” 
provide learners with a 
summary of reference 
material, definitions and  
facts found in Phase 1.

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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Pre-election Experience

Who is Elections Manitoba?

Part 1: Election Words/Ideas

• 

• 

• 

• 

Part 2: Elections Manitoba Definition

• 

• 

• 

I can contact them by:

Phone:

Mail:

Website:

Part 3: Important Role of Elections Manitoba

It is important to have an office like Elections Manitoba in charge of our provincial elections because: 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Pre-election Experience

Election Information at a Glance

This information is a summary of Phase 1 and can be distributed at the end of any Phase 1 lesson.

1. Election Reference

Democracy

• Demos means “people”, Kratos means “rule” (government of the people).

• Eligible voters choose who represents them through their right to vote in free and fair elections.

• Elected officials are accountable to all voters.

History

• The right to vote was based on sex, property and other criteria.

For example, voters:
 - Had to own property 
 - Had to be male
 - Could not be Aboriginal
 - Could not be patients in hospital (including mental health care facilities)
 - Could not be in prison

Manitoba’s Electoral System

• Manitoba has a fixed election date, which means an election:
 - Must take place every four years
 - Can be called early, if needed

• Any eligible voter can be a candidate.

• Campaigns and elections are carried out fairly.

• Voting takes place freely and secretly.

2. Election Definitions
• Elections Manitoba is the office in charge of running provincial elections in Manitoba. 

Elections Manitoba is neutral and independent. The job of Elections Manitoba is to conduct 
free and fair elections and to make participation easy and accessible for Manitoba voters.
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Pre-election Experience

Election Information at a Glance

• An election is a process by which eligible voters choose (by voting) who represents  
them in government.

• Disenfranchise means to exclude, deny equal opportunities, especially the right to vote.

• Enfranchise means to include, to give the right to vote.

• Advance voting allows voters to vote before election day at any advance voting place in 
Manitoba. Advance voting is held the week before election day (from Saturday to Saturday).

• Homebound voting is available to eligible voters unable to get to a voting place because  
of a disability. Homebound voting is also available to their caregivers.

• Absentee voting applies to voters who are going to be away during the election.

• Write in ballot is sometimes used when a voter cannot vote at a regular voting place. A blank 
ballot is used on which the candidate’s name is filled in, allowing the voter to participate and vote.

• Democracy is a type of government in which eligible voters are free to choose who will 
represent them by voting in regularly held elections. Canada (Manitoba) is a democracy;  
our elections are run in a free, fair and safe way.

3. Election Background
• Elections Manitoba can be contacted by phone: 945-3225 or 1-866-628-6837 toll free, by mail: 

120-200 Vaughan Street, Winnipeg, MB, R3C 1T5 or by visiting www.electionsmanitoba.ca.

4. Election Facts
• To vote in a Manitoba provincial election (to be eligible to vote), you must be at least 18 years 

old on election day, a Canadian citizen, and live in Manitoba for six months before the election.

• All Manitobans who meet the eligibility criteria have the right to vote. The only person who 
can’t vote is the Chief Electoral Officer (head of Elections Manitoba).

• Manitoba's eligibility criteria exist, in part, because:
 - By I8, a person is legally an adult.
 - As a citizen of Canada, a person shares in the rights and privileges citizenship offers – 
including the responsibilities that go with it.

 - Having lived in Manitoba for at least six months provides time to learn about provincial  
and community issues.

• Laws about Manitoba's elections (including eligibility criteria) are created by the provincial 
government and carried out by Elections Manitoba.
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lESSon 1

How Voting has Changed
Lesson One of Three
Three Learning Levels

lesson outcomes
Learners will be introduced to the history of the electoral 
process in Manitoba to understand:

• Individuals and events

• How times have changed

• Impact of democracy on the lives of Manitobans

Learning Level 1 
Teaching Strategies
• Comparing Past/Present

• Group Work

Sequence of Learning
Activate

Discussion:

1. To begin class, ask learners:

Have you ever voted before? Why or why not? 

Encourage participants to share their voting experiences with  
the group.

Related essential skills
Working with others
Consensus building

Thinking
Problem solving
Decision making

Document use
Charting (group)

Oral communication
Reflection

ResouRces/MateRials
Instructor
Before and After 1960 Signs
Statement Signs
Statement Answer Key

Learner 
Statement Summary

pRepaRation
Before the class begins, hang 
Before and After 1960 Signs 
on the wall. Then position 
Statement Signs in a single 
column in the middle.
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Acquire/Apply

Before or After 1960:

1. Divide the class so that each group is assigned one Statement Sign.  
Ask each group to select one member to come to the front of the class 
and place the Statement Signs in the appropriate column (before or 
after 1960). Then ask the group to provide a rationale for their decision.

2. Once completed, reveal the statements in chronological order, writing 
on the board the year in which the events took place next to the 
Statement Sign. Use the Statement Label Answer Key as a reference. 

3. Hand out the Statement Summary Learner Resource.

Debrief

1. In small groups or as a class, ask learners to discuss the following. 
Record the questions and answers on the board. 

Pick one statement that surprised you. Explain why.

What did you learn about elections today?

What more would you like to know?

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose 
folder for quick reference. 

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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Before and After 1960 Signs
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Before 
1960
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Pre-election Experience

Before and After 1960 Signs

After
1960
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Statement Signs

Instructor Resource | Appendix P1-L1-6  15

The first election  
in Manitoba 
takes place.
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Statement Signs
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You must be 
male and own 

property to vote.
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Statement Signs

Instructor Resource | Appendix P1-L1-8  17

Voting is done  
by secret ballot –  

no one will  
know who you 

vote for.
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Statement Signs

18  Instructor Resource | Appendix P1-L1-9

Manitoba is  
the first province 
to allow women 

to vote. 
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Statement Signs

Instructor Resource | Appendix P1-L1-10  19

Aboriginal 
People are 

allowed to vote 
– only if they 
join the army. 
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Statement Signs

20  Instructor Resource | Appendix P1-L1-11

All Aboriginal 
People can vote.
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Statement Signs

Instructor Resource | Appendix P1-L1-12  21

The voting age  
is lowered  

from 21 to 18.
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Statement Signs

22  Instructor Resource | Appendix P1-L1-13

Patients in 
mental health 
care facilities 
and prisoners  

can vote.
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Statement Signs

Instructor Resource | Appendix P1-L1-14  23

The Elections Act 
is rewritten in 

plain language. 
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Statement Signs

24  Instructor Resource | Appendix P1-L1-15

Manitoba  
has a fixed date 

for elections. 
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Statement Answer Key

Instructor Resource | Appendix P1-L1-16  25

1870 The first election in Manitoba takes place. 

1870 You must be male and own property to vote.

1888 Voting is done by secret ballot – no one will know who you vote for.

1916 Manitoba is the first province to allow women to vote.

1932 Aboriginal People are allowed to vote – only if they join the army.

1960 All Aboriginal People can vote.

1969 The voting age is lowered from 21 to 18.

1988 Patients in mental health care facilities and prisoners can vote.

2006 The Elections Act is rewritten in plain language.

2009 Manitoba has a fixed date for elections. Until 2009, elections could be called at any time. 
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Pre-election Experience

Statement Summary

1870 The first election in Manitoba takes place. 

1870 You must be male and own property to vote.

1888 Voting is done by secret ballot – no one will know who you vote for.

1916 Manitoba is the first province to allow women to vote.

1932 Aboriginal People are allowed to vote – only if they join the army.

1960 All Aboriginal People can vote.

1969 The voting age is lowered from 21 to 18.

1988 Patients in mental health care facilities and prisoners can vote.

2006  The Elections Act is rewritten in plain language.

2009 Manitoba has a fixed date for elections. Until 2009, elections could be called at any time. 
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lESSon 1

Related essential skills
Working with others
Consensus building

Thinking
Problem solving
Decision making

Document use
Charting (group)
Timeline (group)

Oral communication
Reflection
Rationale defending

ResouRces/MateRials
Instructor 
Statement Labels 
Before/After 1960
Statement Label Answer Key

Learner 
Statement Summary

pRepaRation
Before the class, pre-cut the 
Statement Labels (one set 
per learner).

Learning Level 2
Teaching Strategies
• Comparing Past/Present

• Group Work

Sequence of Learning
Activate

Discussion:

1. To begin class, ask learners:

Have you ever voted before? Why or why not? 

Encourage participants to share their voting experiences with  
the group.

Acquire

Before or After 1960:

1. Distribute Statement Labels and Before/After 1960 Instructor Resources 
to each learner. Ask learners to position the statements under the 
appropriate column (before or after 1960). 

NOTE: Remind learners that they should be thinking about what events 
caused other events to occur.

2. Once completed, divide the class into groups. Each group must decide 
under which column the statement belongs. 

NOTE: Every learner will have his/her own reason for choosing an 
answer. This will provide an opportunity to explain his/her decision  
to the group and come to an agreement on one answer. 
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Apply

Election Timeline:

1. Next, ask groups to put the Statement Labels in chrono logical order. 

2. Once completed, reveal the statements in the correct order using the 
Statement Label Answer Key as a reference.

3. As answers are revealed, ask groups to check their labels to make sure 
they are under the appropriate column (before or after 1960) and write 
the year in which the events took place on the label. 

4. Hand out the Statement Summary Learner Resource.

Debrief

1. Record on the board and ask learners to individually answer the 
following on a piece of paper: 

Was it easier or harder to come up with an answer as a group?  
Explain why.

Pick one statement that surprised you. Explain why.

What did you learn about elections today?

What more would you like to know?

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose 
folder for quick reference. 

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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The first election in Manitoba  
takes place.

The voting age is lowered  
from 21 to 18.

The Elections Act is rewritten  
in plain language. 

Manitoba is the first province  
to allow women to vote.

All Aboriginal People can vote. Voting is done by secret ballot –  
no one will know who you vote for. 

Patients in mental health care facilities  
and prisoners can vote.

You must be male and own  
property to vote.

Manitoba has a fixed date  
for elections. 

Aboriginal People are allowed to vote –  
only if they join the army.
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Elections in Manitoba Before 1960 Elections in Manitoba After 1960
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1870 The first election in Manitoba takes place. 

1870 You must be male and own property to vote.

1888 Voting is done by secret ballot – no one will know who you vote for.

1916 Manitoba is the first province to allow women to vote.

1932 Aboriginal People are allowed to vote – only if they join the army.

1960 All Aboriginal People can vote.

1969 The voting age is lowered from 21 to 18.

1988 Patients in mental health care facilities and prisoners can vote.

2006 The Elections Act is rewritten in plain language.

2009 Manitoba has a fixed date for elections. Until 2009, elections could be called at any time. 
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Pre-election Experience

Statement Summary

1870 The first election in Manitoba takes place. 

1870 You must be male and own property to vote.

1888 Voting is done by secret ballot – no one will know who you vote for.

1916 Manitoba is the first province to allow women to vote.

1932 Aboriginal People are allowed to vote – only if they join the army.

1960 All Aboriginal People can vote.

1969 The voting age is lowered from 21 to 18.

1988 Patients in mental health care facilities and prisoners can vote.

2006 The Elections Act is rewritten in plain language.

2009 Manitoba has a fixed date for elections. Until 2009, elections could be called at any time.
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lESSon 1

Related essential skills
Working with others
Consensus building
Timeline

Thinking
Problem solving
Decision making

Document use
Timeline (pairs)

Oral communication
Rationale defending
Timeline (pairs)

ResouRces/MateRials
Instructor 
Election Facts True or False
Election Facts True or  

False Answer Key
Statement Labels 
Statement Label Answer Key

Learner 
Election Facts 
Statement Summary

pRepaRation
Before the class, pre-cut the 
Statement Labels and the 
dates (one set per learner).

Learning Level 3
Teaching Strategies
• True or False 

• Consensus Building

• Group Work

Sequence of Learning
Activate

True or False:

1. To begin class, distribute Election Facts True or False Instructor Resource 
and ask learners to individually complete the questions under the 
appropriate column, (My answer). 

2. Once completed, ask learners to turn to a partner and compare 
answers. Ask each learner to share his/her choice and rationale. 
Together, ask learners to decide on one answer, and record their choice 
under the appropriate column, (My team's answer). 

NOTE: Every learner will have his/her own reason for choosing an 
answer. This will provide an opportunity to explain his/her decision to 
his/her partner and come to an agreement on one answer as a team. 

3. When learners are finished making decisions, reveal the answers  
to the class using the Election Facts True or False Answer Key.  

4. Then distribute the Election Facts Learner Resource. 

Consensus Building:

1. Ask the class to compare the number of answers they got correct 
individually versus the number they got correct with their partner. 

2. Ask learners what they learned from this activity. Possible answers  
may include:

• Two heads are better than one.

• There are different ways to look at a problem/issue.
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• Being an active listener is important.

• Sometimes my partner thought of reasons that I didn’t.

Acquire/Apply

Election Timeline:

1. To begin the next activity, distribute the pre-cut Statement Labels  
and dates to the class. 

2. In pairs, ask learners to match the year with an event.

3. Once completed, ask learner pairs to volunteer their answers and 
rationale for each statement. As learners reveal their choice, share the 
correct answer. Use the Statement Label Answer Key as a reference.  
Ask learners to self-correct their timeline by moving the statement 
labels under the appropriate year. 

4. Then distribute the Statement Summary Learner Resource.

Debrief

1. Record on the board and ask learners to individually answer the 
following on a piece of paper: 

Was it easier or harder to come up with an answer as a team?  
Explain why. 

Pick one statement that surprised you. Explain why. 

What did you learn about elections today?

What more would you like to know?

SUGGESTION: Ask learners to research events in history that may  
have caused these changes to occur. For example, in Canada prior  
to 1888, voting was not done secretly. What circumstances in history 
caused this change? Learners can visit Elections Manitoba website: 
www.electionsmanitoba.ca.

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose 
folder for quick reference. 

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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For each of the following, indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F). 

Election Fact My answer (T/F) My team's  
answer (T/F)

1 Canada is a democratic country.

2 MLA stands for Manitoba Legal Agency. 

3 The word democracy originated in  
ancient Rome. 

4 Manitoba’s premier is John A. MacDonald.

5

In some countries voting is required by law.  
If one chooses not to vote, he/she can be 
assessed a small fine, community service  
and/or (although rarely) imprisonment.

6 To vote in Manitoba’s first provincial election, 
you had to own a bicycle.
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 1. Canada is a democratic country. TRUE

• Manitoba is a democratic province as well. Free, fair and safe elections are held regularly. 
How and who a voter chooses are kept secret. There are many ways a citizen can choose  
to participate in the electoral process (democracy).

 2. MLA stands for Manitoba Legal Agency. FALSE

• MLA stands for Member of the Legislative Assembly. Manitoba has 57 Members of the 
Legislative Assembly, one to represent the people of each electoral division. When a 
candidate is elected, he/she becomes an MLA.

 3. The word democracy originated in ancient Rome. FALSE

• The Greeks coined the term for democracy. Demos means “the people” and Kratos  
means “to rule.” Together the components create the definition for democracy –  
“ruled by the people.”

 4. Manitoba’s Premier is John A. MacDonald. FALSE

• To find Manitoba’s Premier, go to the Government of Manitoba’s website: www.gov.mb.ca.

 5. In some countries voting is required by law. If one chooses not to vote, he/she can be assessed  
a small fine, community service and/or (although rarely) imprisonment. TRUE

• For example, voting is required by law in Australia. Voter turnout in Australia has not 
dropped below 94% since the general election in 1955 (when it was approximately 88%).

 6. To vote in Manitoba’s first provincial election, you had to own a bicycle. FALSE

• To vote in Manitoba’s first provincial election in 1870, a voter had to:
 - own property
 - be male.
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The first election in Manitoba takes place. The voting age is lowered from 21 to 18.

The Elections Act is rewritten  
in plain language. 

Manitoba is the first province  
to allow women to vote.

All Aboriginal People can vote. Voting is done by secret ballot –  
no one will know who you vote for. 

Patients in mental health care facilities  
and prisoners can vote.

You must be male and own  
property to vote.

Manitoba has a fixed  
date for elections. 

Aboriginal People are allowed to vote –  
only if they join the army.

1870 1870

1888 1916

1932 1960

1969 1988

2006 2009
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1870 The first election in Manitoba takes place. 

1870 You must be male and own property to vote.

1888 Voting is done by secret ballot – no one will know who you vote for.

1916 Manitoba is the first province to allow women to vote.

1932 Aboriginal People are allowed to vote – only if they join the army.

1960 All Aboriginal People can vote.

1969 The voting age is lowered from 21 to 18.

1988 Patients in mental health care facilities and prisoners can vote.

2006 The Elections Act is rewritten in plain language.

2009 Manitoba has a fixed date for elections. Until 2009, elections could be called at any time. 
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Pre-election Experience

Election Facts

 1. Canada is a democratic country.

• Manitoba is a democratic province as well. Free, fair and safe elections are held regularly. 
How and who a voter chooses are kept secret. There are many ways a citizen can choose  
to participate in the electoral process (democracy).

 2. MLA stands for Member of the Legislative Assembly.

• MLA stands for Member of the Legislative Assembly. Manitoba has 57 Members of the 
Legislative Assembly, one to represent the people of each electoral division. When a 
candidate is elected, he/she becomes an MLA.

 3. The word democracy originated from the Greek word “demos” meaning “rule of the people”.

• The Greeks coined the terms for democracy. Demos means “the people” and Kratos  
means “to rule.” Together the components create the definition for democracy –  
“ruled by the people.” 

 4. Manitoba’s Premier is _______________________. 

• To find Manitoba’s Premier, go to the Government of Manitoba’s website: www.gov.mb.ca.

 5. In some countries voting is required by law. If one chooses not to vote, he/she can be assessed  
a small fine, community service and/or (although rarely) imprisonment.

• For example, voting is required by law in Australia. Voter turnout in Australia has not 
dropped below 94% since the general election in 1955 (when it was approximately 88%).

 6. To vote in Manitoba’s first provincial election in 1870, you had to be male and own property. 

• It wasn’t until 1916 that women were allowed to vote. Manitoba was the first province in 
Canada to give women the right to vote.
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Pre-election Experience

Statement Summary

1870 The first election in Manitoba takes place. 

1870  You must be male and own property to vote.

1888  Voting is done by secret ballot – no one will know who you vote for.

1916  Manitoba is the first province to allow women to vote.

1932  Aboriginal People are allowed to vote – only if they join the army.

1960  All Aboriginal People can vote.

1969  The voting age is lowered from 21 to 18.

1988  Patients in mental health care facilities and prisoners can vote.

2006  The Elections Act is rewritten in plain language.

2009  Manitoba has a fixed date for elections. Until 2009, elections could be called at any time. 
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Related essential skills
Thinking
Critical thinking

Working with others
Brainstorming

Writing
Reflection

ResouRces/MateRials
Learner
Election Information at  

a Glance

pRepaRation
Before the class, make a list 
on the board that represents 
activities that learners might 
do in a classroom (work on 
homework, finish questions 
from last class, read a 
textbook, etc.). 

How Times have Changed
Introductory Activity
All Learning Levels

Goal 
Learners will experience what it is like to be disenfranchised from voting. 

Activate
1. To begin class, ask the males to work on activities from the list. Then 

ask the females to use this time to talk to each other, read a book, etc. 

2. After about five minutes, ask the class to stop what they’re doing. 

3. Ask the females to think about how they felt when they saw the males 
doing school work. 

4. Then ask the males to think about how they felt when they had to 
work while the females enjoyed free time. 

5. Tell learners that this activity was done deliberately. 

6. Then discuss the following questions:

What do you think was the purpose of this activity?

What are some of the situations in which men and women are treated 
differently – in other parts of the world? 

7. Following this discussion, explain that this activity is an example  
of disenfranchisement. 

8. Share with learners that this role play activity demonstrates how 
women were disenfranchised or excluded from voting. Now ask 
learners if they know of other groups that were disenfranchised  
from the election process.

lESSon 2

Disenfranchise means 
to exclude, deny equal 
opportunities, especially  
the right to vote.

An election is a process by 
which eligible voters choose 
(by voting) who represents 
them in government.
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Possible answers may include:

• Aboriginal People

• People in jail

• Patients in mental health care facilities

Debrief
1. Record on the board and ask learners to individually answer the 

following questions on a piece of paper: 

Identify a time in your life when you or someone you know was 
disenfranchised/left out? What did you think about this?

Identify ways in which you feel included/enfranchised at home, school, 
work, etc. What do you think about this?

NOTE: Provide a definition for enfranchise depending on the language 
level of the class.

Think of some ways in which elections in Manitoba are free, fair  
and accessible (easy to participate in). 

Possible answers may include:

In Manitoba, the following people can vote

• Residents of Manitoba

• Canadian citizens

• All men and women of voting age 

• Members of all ethnic groups 

• Patients in mental health care facilities 

• Prisoners

2. Discuss responses as a class.

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose 
folder for quick reference.

Enfranchise means to include, 
to give the right to vote.

Election Fact: To vote in a 
Manitoba provincial election 
(to be eligible to vote), you 
must be at least 18 years old 
on election day, a Canadian 
citizen, and live in Manitoba for 
six months before the election.

extended leaRning
The appendices “Election 
Information at a Glance” 
provide learners with a 
summary of reference 
material, definitions and facts 
found in Phase 1.

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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Pre-election Experience

Election Information at a Glance

This information is a summary of Phase 1 and can be distributed at the end of any Phase 1 lesson.

1. Election Reference

Democracy

• Demos means “people”, Kratos means “rule” (government of the people).

• Eligible voters choose who represents them through their right to vote in free and fair elections.

• Elected officials are accountable to all voters.

History

• The right to vote was based on sex, property and other criteria.

For example, voters:
 - Had to own property 
 - Had to be male
 - Could not be Aboriginal
 - Could not be patients in hospital (including mental health care facilities)
 - Could not be in prison

Manitoba’s Electoral System

• Manitoba has a fixed election date, which means an election:
 - Must take place every four years
 - Can be called early, if needed

• Any eligible voter can be a candidate.

• Campaigns and elections are carried out fairly.

• Voting takes place freely and secretly.

2. Election Definitions
• Elections Manitoba is the office in charge of running provincial elections in Manitoba. 

Elections Manitoba is neutral and independent. The job of Elections Manitoba is to conduct 
free and fair elections and to make participation easy and accessible for Manitoba voters.
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Pre-election Experience

Election Information at a Glance

• An election is a process by which eligible voters choose (by voting) who represents  
them in government.

• Disenfranchise means to exclude, deny equal opportunities, especially the right to vote.

• Enfranchise means to include, to give the right to vote.

• Advance voting allows voters to vote before election day at any advance voting place in 
Manitoba. Advance voting is held the week before election day (from Saturday to Saturday).

• Homebound voting is available to eligible voters unable to get to a voting place because  
of a disability. Homebound voting is also available to their caregivers.

• Absentee voting applies to voters who are going to be away during the election.

• Write in ballot is sometimes used when a voter cannot vote at a regular voting place. A blank 
ballot is used on which the candidate’s name is filled in, allowing the voter to participate and vote.

• Democracy is a type of government in which eligible voters are free to choose who will 
represent them by voting in regularly held elections. Canada (Manitoba) is a democracy;  
our elections are run in a free, fair and safe way.

3. Election Background
• Elections Manitoba can be contacted by phone: 945-3225 or 1-866-628-6837 toll free, by mail: 

120-200 Vaughan Street, Winnipeg, MB, R3C 1T5 or by visiting www.electionsmanitoba.ca.

4. Election Facts
• To vote in a Manitoba provincial election (to be eligible to vote), you must be at least 18 years 

old on election day, a Canadian citizen, and live in Manitoba for six months before the election.

• All Manitobans who meet the eligibility criteria have the right to vote. The only person who 
can’t vote is the Chief Electoral Officer (head of Elections Manitoba).

• Manitoba's eligibility criteria exist, in part, because:
 - By I8, a person is legally an adult.
 - As a citizen of Canada, a person shares in the rights and privileges citizenship offers – 
including the responsibilities that go with it.

 - Having lived in Manitoba for at least six months provides time to learn about provincial  
and community issues.

• Laws about Manitoba's elections (including eligibility criteria) are created by the provincial 
government and carried out by Elections Manitoba.
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Related essential skills
Working with others
Questions (pairs)

Thinking
Finding information

Reading
Finding information

Document use
Categorizing/Brainstorming

Oral communication
Discussion
Brainstorming

Writing
Summarizing

ResouRces/MateRials
Instructor
Nellie McClung Story 
Nellie McClung Questions
Nellie McClung Questions 

Answer Key

Learner 
Who Can Vote?

Who Can Vote?
Lesson Two of Three
Three Learning Levels

lesson outcomes
Learners will be introduced to the history of the electoral 
process in Manitoba to understand:

• Voting criteria

• Impact of being deprived the right to vote 
(disenfranchisement)

• Nellie McClung’s influence on women’s voting rights

Learning Level 1
Teaching Strategies
• Comparing Past/Present

• Group Work

Sequence of Learning
Activate

Discussion:

1. Through a series of questions written on the board, guide learners 
through the following discussion. Record the answers to these 
questions on the board:

lESSon 2
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What is voting? 

Possible answers may include:

• Making choices

• Participating in elections

• Choosing a leader to represent the people

• Participating in democracy

Why do we have elections?

Possible answers may include:

• Choosing a person to represent the people

• Forming a government

• Deciding on a leader 

Who can vote?

Possible answers may include:

• Residents of Manitoba

• Canadian citizens

• All men and women of voting age 

• Members of all ethnic groups 

• Patients in mental health care facilities 

• Prisoners 

Acquire

Voting Eligibility Criteria:

1. Organize the brainstormed list of who can vote using the following 
three eligibility criteria. Record the categories on the board.

• Category 1 AGE REQUIRED – All men and women of voting age

• Category 2 CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED – Canadian citizens

Election Fact: To vote in a 
Manitoba provincial election 
(to be eligible to vote), you 
must be at least 18 years old 
on election day, a Canadian 
citizen, and live in Manitoba for 
six months before the election.

An election is a process by 
which eligible voters choose 
(by voting) who represents 
them in government.
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• Category 3 RESIDENCE REQUIRED – Residents of Manitoba

2.  Use these three categories to introduce the eligibility criteria for 
Manitoba provincial elections:

• At least 18 years old on election day (Category 1)

• Canadian citizen (Category 2)

• Lived in Manitoba for six months before the election (Category 3)

3. Distribute the Who Can Vote Learner Resource and ask learners  
to complete. 

Apply

Nellie McClung Story:

1. Introduce an historical event that changed voting criteria in Manitoba, 
paving the way for the rest of Canada. Share with learners the fact that 
Manitoba was the first province to allow women to vote. This was the 
result of the efforts of a woman by the name of Nellie McClung. 

2. Hand out the Nellie McClung Story and read to the class or ask learners 
to read on their own. Ask learners to underline any words or phrases  
they don’t understand, then regroup the class to brainstorm definitions 
and meanings.

3. Once complete, distribute and have learners pair up and answer the 
Nellie McClung Questions Instructor Resource together. 

4. Once completed, have each pair share one answer with the rest of the 
class, until all questions have been discussed. Use the Nellie McClung 
Answer Key as a reference. 

Debrief

1. Ask learners to complete the following three statements on a piece  
of paper and encourage learners to share their answers with the class.

I like this lesson because…

I was surprised in this lesson when…

I learned that…

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power To Choose 
folder for quick reference. 

Election Fact: All Manitobans 
who meet the eligibility 
criteria have the right to vote. 
The only person who can't 
vote is the Chief Electoral 
Officer (head of Elections 
Manitoba).

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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Nellie McClung was born Nellie Mooney in Chatsworth, Ontario on  
October 29, 1873. She had three older brothers and two older sisters. Nellie  
didn’t start school until she was 10, but for a very good reason: When her family 
moved to Manitoba she had to wait three years for the school to be built. Her 
teachers said she had both intelligence and imagination.

For most of her life she questioned rules that didn’t make sense to her. 
When she heard her family talking about an election, she was upset to hear that 
her mother and sisters did not have the right to vote.  It upset her because they 
had strong opinions about who should win.

She was a very good student and passed the tests to get into teachers 
college in Winnipeg. She knew that, as a teacher, she could do a lot for the 
children of rural Manitoba.

She met Wes McClung when she moved to Manitou, Manitoba to begin 
teaching. She knew how hard life could be on the prairie, and she tried to think 
of ways to make things better for people. She also knew that the best hope for 
change was through politics and political leaders.

Once she had children of her own, she was determined to make life better 
for them. Fortunately, Wes McClung was happy to help Nellie with cleaning, 
cooking, and looking after the children. This allowed Nellie to go to meetings 
where she could share her ideas about issues that were important to her.

At the time, there were elections held across the province on prohibition  
(a law to ban the sale of alcohol). Nellie felt very strongly about this, as she 
believed that alcohol caused a lot of illness and other problems in families.  
But how could Manitoba women have their opinions heard if they weren’t 
allowed to vote?
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Nellie McClung Story
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Nellie and her colleagues thought of a different way to get their message 
out: They performed a “Mock Parliament” where men had to argue for the right 
to vote, instead of women. Her audience loved the show and it got the attention 
of the politicians in Winnipeg. 

After the next election, the law finally got changed. And so in 1916, the 
women of Manitoba were the first in Canada to be given the right to vote. It was 
all thanks to the hard work, intelligence and imagination of Nellie McClung.
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Nellie McClung Questions
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 1. How many brothers and sisters did Nellie have?

• 

 2.  What kind of college did Nellie attend?

• 

 3. What was the issue that Nellie felt so strongly about, that it made her fight for women’s  
right to vote?

• 

 4.  When was Nellie’s birthday?

• 

 5.  Why didn’t Nellie start school right away?

• 

 6.  How did Nellie’s husband help support the right of women to vote?

• 

 7.  What happened in 1916?

• 

 8.  Where did Nellie begin her teaching career?

• 



Pre-election Experience

Nellie McClung Questions
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 9.  What was Nellie’s biggest accomplishment?

• 

 10.  What province in Canada first gave women the right to vote?

• 
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Pre-election Experience

Nellie McClung Questions Answer Key

 1.  How many brothers and sisters did Nellie have? 

• Three brothers and two sisters

 2.  What kind of college did Nellie attend? 

• Teachers college

 3. What was the issue that Nellie felt so strongly about, that it made her fight for women’s  
right to vote? 

• Prohibition

 4.  When was Nellie’s birthday? 

• October 20, 1873

 5.  Why didn’t Nellie start school right away? 

• The school wasn’t built yet

 6.  How did Nellie’s husband help support the right of women to vote? 

• By cooking, cleaning and looking after the children

 7.  What happened in 1916? 

• The women of Manitoba were given the right to vote

 8.  Where did Nellie begin her teaching career? 

• Manitou, Manitoba 

 9.  What was Nellie’s biggest accomplishment? 

• Fighting for women’s right to vote

 10.  What province in Canada first gave women the right to vote? 

• Manitoba
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Pre-election Experience

Who Can Vote?

 1. The word vote means:

• 

• 

• 

• 

 2. The word election means:

• 

• 

 3. Participation in elections is important because:

• 

• 

 4. To vote in an election in Manitoba, you must:

• 

• 

• 
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Learning Level 2
Teaching Strategies
• Comparing Past/Present

• Oral Quiz

• Group Work

Sequence of Learning
Activate

Discussion:

1. Through a series of questions written on the board, guide learners 
through the following discussion. Record the answers to these 
questions on the board:

What is voting? 

Possible answers may include:

• Making choices

• Participating in elections

• Choosing a leader to represent the people

• Participating in democracy

Why do we have elections?

Possible answers may include:

• Choosing a person to represent the people

• Forming a government

• Deciding on a leader 

Related essential skills
Thinking
Significant memory use
Finding information

Reading
Finding information

Document Use
Categorizing/Brainstorming

Oral communication
Discussion
Brainstorming

Writing
Definitions

ResouRces/MateRials
Instructor
Nellie McClung Story 
Nellie McClung Oral Quiz  

and Answer Key
Nellie McClung Questions
Nellie McClung Questions 

Answer Key

Learner
Who Can Vote?

lESSon 2

An election is a process  
by which eligible voters 
choose (by voting)  
who represents them  
in government.
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Who can vote?

Possible answers may include:

• Residents of Manitoba

• Canadian citizens

• All men and women of voting age 

• Members of all ethnic groups 

• Patients in mental health care facilities 

• Prisoners 

Acquire

Voting Eligibility Criteria:

1. Organize the list brainstormed above of who can vote using the 
following three eligibility criteria. Record the categories on the board.

• Category 1 AGE REQUIRED – All men and women of voting age

• Category 2 CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED – Canadian citizens

• Category 3 RESIDENCE REQUIRED – Residents of Manitoba

2. Use these three categories to introduce the eligibility criteria for 
Manitoba provincial elections:  

• At least 18 years old on election day (Category 1)

• Canadian citizen (Category 2)

• Lived in Manitoba for six months before the election (Category 3)

3. Distribute the Who Can Vote Learner Resource and ask learners  
to complete.

Apply 

Nellie McClung Story:

1. Introduce an historical event that changed voting criteria in Manitoba, 
paving the way for the rest of Canada. Share with learners the fact that 
Manitoba was the first province to allow women to vote. This was the 
result of the efforts of a woman by the name of Nellie McClung. 

Election Fact: All Manitobans 
who meet the eligibility 
criteria have the right to  
vote. The only person who 
can't vote is the Chief 
Electoral Officer (head of 
Elections Manitoba).

Election Fact: To vote in a 
Manitoba provincial election 
(to be eligible to vote), you 
must be at least 18 years old 
on election day, a Canadian 
citizen, and live in Manitoba for 
six months before the election.
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2.  Hand out the Nellie McClung Story and read to the class or ask learners 
to read on their own. Ask learners to underline any words or phrases 
they don’t understand, then regroup the class to brainstorm definitions 
and meanings.

3. Once completed, test the class with an oral quiz to see how much  
they learned from the reading. Use the Nellie McClung Oral Quiz  
and Answer Key as a reference for questions and answers. 

4.  Ask learners to record their individual answers on a piece of paper. 
Once all questions have been asked, reveal the answers. 

5. After the oral quiz, distribute the Nellie McClung Questions Instructor 
Resource and ask learners to complete on their own. 

6.  Once completed, ask learners to volunteer their answers. Use the Nellie 
McClung Questions Answer Key as a reference. 

Debrief

1. Ask learners to complete the following three statements on a piece  
of paper and encourage them to share their answers with the class.

I like this lesson because… 

I was surprised in this lesson when…

I learned that…

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power To Choose 
folder for quick reference. 

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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Nellie McClung was a true pioneer, in more ways than one. She was born 
Nellie Mooney in Chatsworth, Ontario on October 29, 1873. Nellie didn’t start 
school until she was 10, but for a very good reason. When her family moved to 
Manitoba she had to wait three years for the school to be built. She was praised 
by her teachers for having both intelligence and imagination, things they were 
sure would take her far in life. 

For most of her life she questioned rules and laws that didn’t make sense to 
her. When she heard her family talking about candidates for an upcoming election, 
she was saddened to hear that her mother and sisters did not have the right to 
vote, even though they had strong opinions on which candidate should win. 

She was a bright student and passed the tests that would allow her to go 
to teachers college in Winnipeg. She greatly admired the teachers in Winnipeg 
and knew she could do a lot for the children of rural Manitoba.

She met Wes McClung when she moved to Manitou, Manitoba to begin 
her teaching career. Coming from a family of pioneers, she knew what a hard life 
people had and worked on solutions that would benefit everyone, including the 
women and children who had very little opportunity to have their voice heard. 
She also knew that the best way to have her own voice heard would be through 
politics and political leaders. 

She herself had started her own family with Wes McClung and was determined  
to make life better for her children. Fortunately Wes McClung didn’t mind sharing 
what was normally ‘women’s work’, that being keeping the house clean, cooking, 
and minding the children. This allowed Nellie to go to meetings regularly, and 
organize events to raise the profile of the issues that were important to her. 

At the time there were municipal elections held across the province on 
prohibition. This was an issue that Nellie felt very strongly about, as she believed 
that alcohol caused a great number of illnesses and conflicts in the families of 
rural Manitoba. But how could the women of Manitoban families have their 
opinions heard if they weren’t allowed to vote at these elections? 
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Nellie and her colleagues decided they would get their message out in a 
way that was very popular at the time: theatre. They held a “Mock Parliament,” 
which imitated a session of the Legislative Assembly, except that she had a 
group of men, not women, present their case for the right to vote.

Nellie McClung took word for word what the Premier, Rodmond Roblin, 
had said about giving women the right to vote and adapted it. Why, if men were 
allowed to vote, it would mean the end of the family as we knew it, and wouldn’t 
the men just vote the way their wives voted anyway? Aren’t men easily bought? 
The audience loved it, and it got the attention of the politicians in Winnipeg. 

It wasn’t until the Premier’s government was voted out of office that 
the law got changed. And so in 1916, the women of Manitoba were the first 
in Canada to be given the right to vote, due to the hard work, intelligence and 
imagination of Nellie McClung.
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At the time there were municipal elections held across the province on 
prohibition. This was an issue that Nellie felt very strongly about, as she believed 
that alcohol caused a great number of illnesses and conflicts in the families of 
rural Manitoba. But how could the women of Manitoban families have their 
opinions heard if they weren’t allowed to vote at these elections? 

Nellie and her colleagues decided they would get their message out in a 
way that was very popular at the time: theatre. They held a “Mock Parliament,” 
which imitated a session of the Legislative Assembly, except that she had a 
group of men, not women, present their case for the right to vote.

Nellie McClung took word for word what the Premier, Rodmond Roblin, 
had said about giving women the right to vote and adapted it. Why, if men were 
allowed to vote, it would mean the end of the family as we knew it, and wouldn’t 
the men just vote the way their wives voted anyway? Aren’t men easily bought? 
The audience loved it, and it got the attention of the politicians in Winnipeg. 

It wasn’t until the Premier’s government was voted out of office that 
the law got changed. And so in 1916, the women of Manitoba were the first 
in Canada to be given the right to vote, due to the hard work, intelligence and 
imagination of Nellie McClung.

 1.  In which province was Nellie born? 

• Ontario

 2.  What was Nellie’s birthday? Hint: It is close to Halloween. 

• October 20, 1873

 3.  When talking about elections, what made Nellie sad? 

• That her sisters and mother weren’t allowed to vote

 4.  At what age did Nellie begin school? 

• 10 years old

 5.  To what city did Nellie move so she could study at teachers college? 

• Winnipeg

 6.  What views did Nellie hold on alcohol? 

• Alcohol caused problems for families

 7.  How did Wes McClung help Nellie? 

• By helping with cooking, cleaning and looking after the children

 8.  What was the name of the Premier who battled with Nellie on the issue of votes for women? 

• Rodmond Roblin

 9.  Before television and radio, what was a way of getting your message out to the people? 

• Theatre
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 1. How many brothers and sisters did Nellie have?

• 

 2.  What were the two qualities seen in Nellie by her teachers?

• 

 3.  What kind of college did Nellie attend?

• 

 4.  What was the issue that Nellie felt so strongly about, that it made her fight for women’s  
right to vote?

• 

 5.  What was the Mock Parliament imitating?

• 

 6.  How was the Mock Parliament different from a regular session of the Legislative Assembly?

• 

 7.  When was Nellie’s birthday?

• 

 8.  Why didn’t Nellie start school right away?

• 
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 9.  How did Nellie’s husband help support the right of women to vote?

• 

 10.  What happened in 1916?

• 

 11.  Where did Nellie begin her teaching career?

• 

 12. For which groups of people did Nellie feel she had to fight to help give them a voice?

• 

 13. What were the reasons given by the Premier not to give women the right to vote?

• 

 14. What happened to the Premier’s government?

• 

 15.  What was Nellie’s biggest accomplishment?

• 

 16. What province in Canada first gave women the right to vote?

• 
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 1.  How many brothers and sisters did Nellie have? 

• Three brothers and two sisters

 2. What were the two qualities seen in Nellie by her teachers? 

• Intelligence and imagination

 3.  What kind of college did Nellie attend? 

• Teachers college

 4.  What was the issue that Nellie felt so strongly about, that it made her fight for women’s 
right to vote? 

• Prohibition

 5.  What was the Mock Parliament imitating? 

• A session of the Legislative Assembly

 6.  How was the Mock Parliament different from a regular session of the Legislative Assembly? 

• Women played the part of the politicians and men played the women asking for the  
right to vote

 7.  When was Nellie’s birthday? 

• October 20, 1873

 8. Why didn’t Nellie start school right away? 

• The school wasn’t built yet

 9.  How did Nellie’s husband help support the right of women to vote? 

• By cooking, cleaning and looking after the children

 10.  What happened in 1916? 

• The women of Manitoba were given the right to vote
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 11.  Where did Nellie begin her teaching career? 

• Manitou, Manitoba 

 12.  For which groups of people did Nellie feel she had to fight to help give them a voice? 

• Women and children

 13.  What were the reasons given by the Premier not to give women the right to vote? 

• Women would vote the same way as their husband, and women were easily bribed

 14.  What happened to the Premier’s government? 

• It was voted out of office

 15.  What was Nellie’s biggest accomplishment? 

• Fighting for women’s right to vote

 16.  What province in Canada first gave women the right to vote? 

• Manitoba
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Pre-election Experience

Who Can Vote?

 1. The word vote means:

• 

• 

• 

• 

 2. The word election means:

• 

• 

 3. Participation in elections is important because:

• 

• 

 4. To vote in an election in Manitoba, you must:

• 

• 

• 
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Related essential skills
Working with others
Research
Writing

Thinking
Finding information
Significant memory use 

Document use
Categorizing/Brainstorming

Oral communication
Discussion
Brainstorming

Writing
Definitions
Story

Computer use
Research

ResouRces/MateRials
Instructor 
Nellie McClung Story 
Nellie McClung Oral Quiz  

and Answer Key
Nellie McClung Webquest 
Nellie McClung Webquest 

Answer Key
Computer

Learner
Who Can Vote?

lESSon 2
Learning Level 3
Teaching Strategies
• Comparing Past/Present

• Oral Quiz

• Group Work

• Research

Sequence of Learning
Activate

Discussion:

1. Through a series of questions written on the board, guide learners 
through the following discussion. Record the answers to these 
questions on the board:

What is voting? 

Possible answers may include:

• Making choices

• Participating in elections

• Choosing a leader to represent the people

• Participating in democracy

Why do we have elections?

Possible answers may include:

• Choosing a person to represent the people

• Forming a government

• Deciding on a leader 

An election is a process by 
which eligible voters choose 
(by voting) who represents 
them in government.
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Who can vote?

Possible answers may include:

• Residents of Manitoba

• Canadian citizens

• All men and women of voting age 

• Members of all ethnic groups 

• Patients in mental health care facilities 

• Prisoners 

Acquire

Voting Eligibility Criteria:

1. Organize the list brainstormed above of who can vote using the 
following three eligibility criteria. Record the categories on the board.

• Category 1 AGE REQUIRED – All men and women of voting age

• Category 2 CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED – Canadian citizens

• Category 3 RESIDENCE REQUIRED – Residents of Manitoba

2.  Use these three categories to introduce the eligibility criteria for 
Manitoba provincial elections:  

• At least 18 years old on election day (Category 1)

• Canadian citizen (Category 2)

• Lived in Manitoba for six months before the election (Category 3)

3.  Distribute the Who Can Vote Learner Resource and ask learners  
to complete. 

Apply

Nellie McClung Story:

1. Introduce an historical event that changed the criteria for voting in 
Manitoba, paving the way for the rest of Canada. Share with learners the 
fact that Manitoba was the first province to allow women to vote. This 
was the result of the efforts of a woman by the name of Nellie McClung.

Election Fact: All Manitobans 
who meet the eligibility 
criteria have the right to vote. 
The only person who can't 
vote is the Chief Electoral 
Officer (head of Elections 
Manitoba).

Election Fact: To vote in a 
Manitoba provincial election 
(to be eligible to vote), you 
must be at least 18 years old 
on election day, a Canadian 
citizen, and live in Manitoba for 
six months before the election.
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2. Read the Nellie McClung Story to the class or ask learners to read  
on their own. Ask learners to underline any words or phrases they 
don’t understand, then regroup the class to brainstorm definitions 
and meanings. 

3. Once learners have heard the story, test the class with an oral quiz to see 
how much they remember from the reading. Use the Nellie McClung 
Oral Quiz and Answer Key as a reference for questions and answers. 

4. Ask learners to record their individual answers on a piece of paper. 
Once all questions have been asked, reveal the answers. 

Webquest:

NOTE: If computers are not available, see Learning Level 2 in this lesson.

1. After the oral quiz, divide the class into small groups. Distribute and ask 
learners to complete the Nellie McClung Webquest in groups using the 
following websites: 

• www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/people/mcclung_nl.shtml

• www.abheritage.ca/famous5/achievements/nellie_mcclung.html

• www.ournellie.com

2. Each group member is responsible for having his/her own set  
of answers. 

3. Reveal answers using the Nellie McClung Webquest Answer Key.

4.  Now that learners have learned about Nellie McClung, ask each 
group to use the results from the webquest and create a story about 
Nellie McClung. Each account should highlight her struggles and 
accomplishments, and the impact on Manitoba’s election process  
and the democratic right to vote. Stories are to be recorded on paper.

5.  Ask groups to share their stories with the class. 
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Debrief

1. Ask learners to complete the following three statements on a piece  
of paper and encourage learners to share their answers with the class.

I like this lesson because…

I was surprised in this lesson when…

I learned that…

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power To Choose 
folder for quick reference. 

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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Nellie McClung was a true pioneer, in more ways than one. She was born 
Nellie Mooney in Chatsworth, Ontario on October 29, 1873. Nellie didn’t start 
school until she was 10, but for a very good reason. When her family moved to 
Manitoba she had to wait three years for the school to be built. She was praised 
by her teachers for having both intelligence and imagination, things they were 
sure would take her far in life. 

For most of her life she questioned rules and laws that didn’t make sense to 
her. When she heard her family talking about candidates for an upcoming election, 
she was saddened to hear that her mother and sisters did not have the right to 
vote, even though they had strong opinions on which candidate should win. 

She was a bright student and passed the tests that would allow her to go 
to teachers college in Winnipeg. She greatly admired the teachers in Winnipeg 
and knew she could do a lot for the children of rural Manitoba.

She met Wes McClung when she moved to Manitou, Manitoba to begin 
her teaching career. Coming from a family of pioneers, she knew what a hard life 
people had and worked on solutions that would benefit everyone, including the 
women and children who had very little opportunity to have their voice heard. 
She also knew that the best way to have her own voice heard would be through 
politics and political leaders. 

She herself had started her own family with Wes McClung and was determined 
to make life better for her children. Fortunately Wes McClung didn’t mind sharing 
what was normally ‘women’s work’, that being keeping the house clean, cooking, 
and minding the children. This allowed Nellie to go to meetings regularly, and 
organize events to raise the profile of the issues that were important to her. 

At the time there were municipal elections held across the province on 
prohibition. This was an issue that Nellie felt very strongly about, as she believed 
that alcohol caused a great number of illnesses and conflicts in the families of 
rural Manitoba. But how could the women of Manitoban families have their 
opinions heard if they weren’t allowed to vote at these elections?
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At the time there were municipal elections held across the province on 
prohibition. This was an issue that Nellie felt very strongly about, as she believed 
that alcohol caused a great number of illnesses and conflicts in the families of 
rural Manitoba. But how could the women of Manitoban families have their 
opinions heard if they weren’t allowed to vote at these elections? 

Nellie and her colleagues decided they would get their message out in a 
way that was very popular at the time: theatre. They held a “Mock Parliament,” 
which imitated a session of the Legislative Assembly, except that she had a 
group of men, not women, present their case for the right to vote.

Nellie McClung took word for word what the Premier, Rodmond Roblin, 
had said about giving women the right to vote and adapted it. Why, if men were 
allowed to vote, it would mean the end of the family as we knew it, and wouldn’t 
the men just vote the way their wives voted anyway? Aren’t men easily bought? 
The audience loved it, and it got the attention of the politicians in Winnipeg. 

It wasn’t until the Premier’s government was voted out of office that 
the law got changed. And so in 1916, the women of Manitoba were the first 
in Canada to be given the right to vote, due to the hard work, intelligence and 
imagination of Nellie McClung.
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At the time there were municipal elections held across the province on 
prohibition. This was an issue that Nellie felt very strongly about, as she believed 
that alcohol caused a great number of illnesses and conflicts in the families of 
rural Manitoba. But how could the women of Manitoban families have their 
opinions heard if they weren’t allowed to vote at these elections? 

Nellie and her colleagues decided they would get their message out in a 
way that was very popular at the time: theatre. They held a “Mock Parliament,” 
which imitated a session of the Legislative Assembly, except that she had a 
group of men, not women, present their case for the right to vote.

Nellie McClung took word for word what the Premier, Rodmond Roblin, 
had said about giving women the right to vote and adapted it. Why, if men were 
allowed to vote, it would mean the end of the family as we knew it, and wouldn’t 
the men just vote the way their wives voted anyway? Aren’t men easily bought? 
The audience loved it, and it got the attention of the politicians in Winnipeg. 

It wasn’t until the Premier’s government was voted out of office that 
the law got changed. And so in 1916, the women of Manitoba were the first 
in Canada to be given the right to vote, due to the hard work, intelligence and 
imagination of Nellie McClung.

 1.  In which province was Nellie born? 

• Ontario

 2.  What was Nellie’s birthday? Hint: It is close to Halloween. 

• October 20, 1873

 3.  When talking about elections, what made Nellie sad? 

• That her sisters and mother weren’t allowed to vote

 4.  At what age did Nellie begin school? 

• 10 years old

 5.  To what city did Nellie move so she could study at teachers college? 

• Winnipeg

 6.  What views did Nellie hold on alcohol? 

• Alcohol caused problems for families

 7.  How did Wes McClung help Nellie? 

• By helping with cooking, cleaning and looking after the children

 8.  What was the name of the Premier who battled with Nellie on the issue of votes  
for women? 

• Rodmond Roblin

 9.  Before television and radio, what was a way of getting your message out to the people? 

• Theatre
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 1.  How many brothers and sisters did Nellie have?

• 

 2.  What were the two qualities seen in Nellie by her teachers?

• 

 3.  What kind of college did Nellie attend?

• 

 4.  What was the issue that Nellie felt so strongly about, that it made her fight for women’s  
right to vote?

• 

 5.  What was the Mock Parliament imitating?

• 

 6.  How was the Mock Parliament different from a regular session of the Legislative Assembly?

• 

 7.  When was Nellie’s birthday?

• 

 8.  Why didn’t Nellie start school right away?

• 
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 9.  How did Nellie’s husband help support the right of women to vote?

• 

 10.  What happened in 1916?

• 

 11.  Where did Nellie begin her teaching career?

• 

 12.  For which groups of people did Nellie feel she had to fight to help give them a voice?

• 

 13.  What were the reasons given by the Premier not to give women the right to vote?

• 

 14.  What happened to the Premier’s government?

• 

 15.  What was Nellie’s biggest accomplishment?

• 

 16.  What province in Canada first gave women the right to vote?

• 



Pre-election Experience

Nellie McClung Webquest Answer Key

76  Instructor Resource | Appendix P1-L2-22

 1.  How many brothers and sisters did Nellie have? 

• Three brothers and two sisters

 2. What were the two qualities seen in Nellie by her teachers? 

• Intelligence and imagination

 3.  What kind of college did Nellie attend? 

• Teachers college

 4.  What was the issue that Nellie felt so strongly about, that it made her fight for women’s 
right to vote? 

• Prohibition

 5.  What was the Mock Parliament imitating? 

• A session of the Legislative Assembly

 6.  How was the Mock Parliament different from a regular session of the Legislative Assembly? 

• Women played the part of the politicians and men played the women asking for the  
right to vote

 7.  When was Nellie’s birthday? 

• October 20, 1873

 8. Why didn’t Nellie start school right away? 

• The school wasn’t built yet

 9.  How did Nellie’s husband help support the right of women to vote? 

• By cooking, cleaning and looking after the children

 10. What happened in 1916? 

• The women of Manitoba were given the right to vote
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 11.  Where did Nellie begin her teaching career? 

• Manitou, Manitoba 

 12.  For which groups of people did Nellie feel she had to fight to give them a voice? 

• Women and children

 13.  What were the reasons given by the Premier not to give women the right to vote? 

• Women would vote the same way as their husband, and women were easily bribed

 14.  What happened to the Premier’s government? 

• It was voted out of office

 15.  What was Nellie’s biggest accomplishment? 

• Fighting for women’s right to vote

 16.  What province in Canada first gave women the right to vote? 

• Manitoba



78  Learner Resource | Appendix P1-L2-24

Pre-election Experience

Who Can Vote?

 1. The word vote means:

• 

• 

• 

• 

 2. The word election means:

• 

• 

 3. Participation in elections is important because:

• 

• 

 4. To vote in an election in Manitoba, you must:

• 

• 

• 
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Related essential skills
Thinking
Critical thinking

Writing
Word splash (individual)
Reflection

Oral communication
Word splash (pairs)

Working with others
Brainstorming

ResouRces/MateRials
Learner
Election Information  

at a Glance

lESSon 3

Government and the 
Right to Vote
Introductory Activity
All Learning Levels

Goal
Learners will be introduced to government and the role it plays in the lives 
of citizens.

Activate
1. To begin class, record on the board and pose the following questions:

Can you think of a situation in which one individual or a group of 
individuals act on behalf of a larger group?

Possible answers may include:

• School board

• Union

• Government

• Committee

What do all of these groups have in common?

Possible answers may include:

They 

• Represent the group

• Are chosen/elected 
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• Work together to make decisions

• Follow rules that are set and agreed upon

2. Then pose the following question and ask learners to keep their  
ideas secret.

When I say the word “government,” what are all the words and images 
that come to your mind? 

3. Next ask learners to brainstorm and record on a sheet of paper any 
words or images they associate with this word. Remind learners that 
this activity is to be done individually.

4. When each learner has had a chance to write something down, ask 
him/her to share the word splashes with a partner and come up with 
two new words or images.

5. Ask each pair to share a word or image with the class. As learners are 
giving their examples, record responses on the board.

6. Using the words from the word splash activity, have the class work 
together to create a definition for government on the board.

Definition may include the following:

• Represents citizens 

• Makes decisions

• Provides services

• Acts fairly

Debrief
1. Ask learners to answer the following question on a piece of paper:

Based on your experiences, describe how government affects your  
daily life?

Possible answers may include:

• Schools

• Police

• Hospitals

The province is made up of 
57 electoral divisions, all 
of which are represented 
within a structure called 
the provincial government. 
The role of the provincial 
government is to represent  
all Manitoba citizens.

extended leaRning
The appendices “Election 
Information at a Glance” 
provide learners with a 
summary of reference 
material, definitions and  
facts found in Phase 1.
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• Jobs

• Housing

• Buses

2. Discuss responses as a class.

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose 
folder for quick reference.

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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Pre-election Experience

Election Information at a Glance

This information is a summary of Phase 1 and can be distributed at the end of any Phase 1 lesson.

1. Election Reference

Democracy

• Demos means “people”, Kratos means “rule” (government of the people).

• Eligible voters choose who represents them through their right to vote in free and fair elections.

• Elected officials are accountable to all voters.

History

• The right to vote was based on sex, property and other criteria.

For example, voters:
 - Had to own property 
 - Had to be male
 - Could not be Aboriginal
 - Could not be patients in hospital (including mental health care facilities)
 - Could not be in prison

Manitoba’s Electoral System

• Manitoba has a fixed election date, which means an election:
 - Must take place every four years
 - Can be called early, if needed

• Any eligible voter can be a candidate.

• Campaigns and elections are carried out fairly.

• Voting takes place freely and secretly.

2. Election Definitions
• Elections Manitoba is the office in charge of running provincial elections in Manitoba. 

Elections Manitoba is neutral and independent. The job of Elections Manitoba is to conduct 
free and fair elections and to make participation easy and accessible for Manitoba voters.
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Pre-election Experience

Election Information at a Glance

• An election is a process by which eligible voters choose (by voting) who represents  
them in government.

• Disenfranchise means to exclude, deny equal opportunities, especially the right to vote.

• Enfranchise means to include, to give the right to vote.

• Advance voting allows voters to vote before election day at any advance voting place in 
Manitoba. Advance voting is held the week before election day (from Saturday to Saturday).

• Homebound voting is available to eligible voters unable to get to a voting place because  
of a disability. Homebound voting is also available to their caregivers.

• Absentee voting applies to voters who are going to be away during the election.

• Write in ballot is sometimes used when a voter cannot vote at a regular voting place. A blank 
ballot is used on which the candidate’s name is filled in, allowing the voter to participate and vote.

• Democracy is a type of government in which eligible voters are free to choose who will 
represent them by voting in regularly held elections. Canada (Manitoba) is a democracy;  
our elections are run in a free, fair and safe way.

3. Election Background
• Elections Manitoba can be contacted by phone: 945-3225 or 1-866-628-6837 toll free, by mail: 

120-200 Vaughan Street, Winnipeg, MB, R3C 1T5 or by visiting www.electionsmanitoba.ca.

4. Election Facts
• To vote in a Manitoba provincial election (to be eligible to vote), you must be at least 18 years 

old on election day, a Canadian citizen, and live in Manitoba for six months before the election.

• All Manitobans who meet the eligibility criteria have the right to vote. The only person who 
can’t vote is the Chief Electoral Officer (head of Elections Manitoba).

• Manitoba's eligibility criteria exist, in part, because:
 - By I8, a person is legally an adult.
 - As a citizen of Canada, a person shares in the rights and privileges citizenship offers – 
including the responsibilities that go with it.

 - Having lived in Manitoba for at least six months provides time to learn about provincial  
and community issues.

• Laws about Manitoba's elections (including eligibility criteria) are created by the provincial 
government and carried out by Elections Manitoba.
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Related essential skills
Working with others
Brainstorming

Writing
Reflection

Thinking
Problem solving
Critical thinking
Decision making

Reading
Critical thinking
Data review

Document use
Information gathering

Oral communication
Information gathering

Numeracy
Data analysis

ResouRces/MateRials
Instructor 
Take a Stand Statements
Election Survey
Election Survey Answer Key
Reasons Why People Vote

Learner 
Reasons Why People Vote

pRepaRation
A few days before this lesson, 
distribute the Election Survey 
to learners. Advise learners 
that Part 1 is to be completed 
by someone who is 18 years 
of age or older (relative, 
neighbour, friend, instructor, 
etc.) and answers are to be 
anonymous. Part 2 is to be 
completed by the learner.

lESSon 3

Why People Vote
Lesson Three of Three
Three Learning Levels

lesson outcomes
Learners will be introduced to the values of Manitoba’s 
democratic system to understand:

• Assumptions about government

• Reasons why people vote/don’t vote

• Possible solutions for low voter turnout

Learning Level 1
Teaching Strategies
• Brainstorming

• Survey

• Group Work

• Problem Solving

Sequence of Learning
Activate

Take a Stand:

1.  Hand out the Take a Stand Statements Instructor Resource. Ask 
learners to read each statement on their own or read as a class. Then 
ask learners individually to decide how they feel by circling whether 
they: strongly agree, agree, are neutral, disagree or strongly disagree. 
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2.  Ask learners to turn to a partner and discuss their opinons about  
the statements.

3.  Once completed, ask pairs to volunteer their opinions and explanations 
for each statement. 

4. Then pose the following question:

What did you learn from this activity?

Possible answers may include:

• There are different ways to look at a problem/issue.

• Being an active listener is important.

• Sometimes my partner thought of reasons that I didn’t think of.

• There are other people who share the same opinions as I do. 

Acquire

Election Survey:

1. Ask learners to take out their completed Election Surveys. Ask learners 
to share their experiences when completing Part 1.

2. Ask learners to volunteer their responses from the knowledge section of 
the survey (Part 2). Use the Election Survey Answer Key as a reference. 

3.  Then ask learners to volunteer the responses to questions number five, 
eight and nine on the survey, which deal with reasons for voting and 
not voting in elections. 

Why People Vote:

1.  With the class, brainstorm a list of reasons why they think it is important 
to vote. Next, brainstorm a list of reasons why they think people do not 
vote. Use the Reasons Why People Vote Instructor Resource to guide the 
brainstorm session. Record responses on the board. 

2.  Once this has been completed, hand out the Reasons Why People  
Vote Learner Resource as a reference. Share with learners that  
the list is ranked from (1–6) – (1) being the most common reason  
and (6) being the least.
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Voter Turnout:

1.  Introduce the class to the issue of low voter turnout. Share the  
following information with learners:

Number of Manitobans who voted 420,540

Number of Manitobans on the voters list 740,920

Voter turnout 56.76%

Based on 2007 Manitoba Provincial General Election

Apply

Solutions:

1.  Ask learners to individually pick two reasons from the list why people 
don’t vote. Then ask them to think of two possible solutions for each 
reason. Once completed, ask learners to share solutions with the class. 

Possible solutions may include:

• Focus on educating new voters

• Lower the voting age

• Get candidates/parties to talk about relevant issues

• Increase the number of days to vote

Debrief

1. At the end of class, write the following on the board and ask learners to 
record their responses on a piece of paper:

List five reasons that are important to you in explaining why people vote.

Rank the list (1–5) according to what reason you think is most important – 
(1) being the most important and (5) being least important. 

Explain why the number one reason is most important to you.

Think of one solution that would encourage people to vote.

2. Discuss responses as a class.

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose 
folder for quick reference.

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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Read each statement and circle the option that represents your opinion.

 1. The government is accountable to the public.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

 2.  The media can have a negative influence on a candidate’s image.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

 3.  The government stays true to its promises.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

 4.  Voting is a responsibility and a right. We should exercise our right to vote.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

 5.  Elections in Manitoba are conducted fairly.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

 6.  It doesn’t matter who gets elected – things never change.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

 7.  Anyone can be a candidate (someone who you vote for).

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

 8.  The government helps the unemployed.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

 9.  The government only employs adults with university degrees.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree
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This part of the survey is anonymous and is to be completed by someone who is 18 years of age or 
older (relative, neighbour, friend, instructor, etc.). 

PART 1: General Background

 1. Sex

  Male Female

 2.  Age: 

  18-24  25-34  35-44  45-54  55 and up

 3.  Do you discuss politics/government with your family?

  Yes  No

 4.  Do you feel that it is important to vote?

  Yes  No 

  Please explain:

• 

 5.  Have you ever voted in an election (federal, provincial, or municipal)?

  Yes  No 

  If no, what was your reason for not voting?

• 

  If yes, why was it important for you to vote?

• 
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Election Survey
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 6.  At what age did you first vote? 

• 

 7.  When you vote, what is the number one thing that you consider when making your decision?

• 

 8.  What do you find the easiest about voting?

• 

 9.  What do you find the hardest about voting?

• 
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Election Survey
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This part of the survey is to be completed by the learner.

PART 2: Knowledge Questions

 1. Manitoba was the first province to allow women to vote.

  True  False

 2.  What is an electoral division? Which electoral division do you live in?

• 

• 

• 

 3.  What is enumeration?

• 

 4.  Why do we have enumeration?

• 

• 

 5.  What does MLA stand for? 

• 

 6.  Who is your current MLA?

• 
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This part of the survey is to be completed by learners.

PART 2: Knowledge Questions

 1. Manitoba was the first province to allow women to vote.

• True

 2.  What is an electoral division? What electoral division do you live in?

• An electoral division is a geographic area. Manitoba is divided into 57 electoral divisions for 
the purpose of elections. Each electoral division is represented by an elected candidate. 

• Each division has about the same number of people living in it when the boundaries  
are drawn. It is divided this way to make sure there is equal representation for each voter. 
The boundaries of Manitoba’s electoral divisions are reviewed every 10 years and adjusted 
for changes in population. 

• To find out what division(s) you live in, visit: www.electionsmanitoba.ca. Electoral division 
maps are also available from Elections Manitoba or by visiting the Manitoba Electoral 
Divisions Boundaries Commission website: www.boundariescommission.mb.ca.

 3.  What is enumeration?

• Enumeration is done by Elections Manitoba workers who go door-to-door collecting names 
of eligible voters for the voters list.

 4. Why do we have enumeration?

• In Manitoba we use enumeration to build an accurate and up-to-date list of eligible voters. 
This list is used to keep track of who has voted (so nobody can vote twice). Having your 
name on the voters list also makes it easier and faster for you to vote during an election.  
Not all provinces have enumeration. 

• It is also used to figure out spending limits for candidates. Candidates are only allowed to spend 
a certain amount of money per voter (in their electoral division) on their election campaigns. 

 5.  What does MLA stand for? 

• Member of the Legislative Assembly. When a candidate gets elected, he/she becomes an MLA.

 6.  Who is your current MLA? 

• A listing of the current MLAs is available on the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba’s web site: 
www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/
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The following list indicates the reasons for voting, as rated by Manitobans in a recent survey –  
(1) being the most common reason and (6) being the least. 

Common reasons for voting:

 1. To exercise the right – we live in a democratic country and we have the right to vote –  
why not use it

 2. Out of duty – many people feel it’s their job as citizens to participate in elections

 3. To support a particular candidate or political party

 4. To have a voice – to have a say in how things are done

 5. To change things, to make a difference

 6. The system doesn’t work if people do not vote

Common reasons for not voting (in no particular order):

 1. Don’t have time

 2. Forget

 3. Have to work

 4. Don’t like any of the choices

 5. Don’t know who to vote for

 6. Out of town

 7. Not interested

 8. Doesn’t matter

 9. Don’t know where or when to vote
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The following list indicates the reasons for voting as rated by Manitobans in a recent survey –  
(1) being the most common reason and (6) being the least. 

Common reasons for voting:

 1. To exercise the right – we live in a democratic country and we have the right to vote –  
why not use it

 2. Out of duty – many people feel it’s their job as citizens to participate in elections

 3. To support a particular candidate or political party

 4. To have a voice – to have a say in how things are done

 5. To change things, to make a difference

 6. The system doesn’t work if people do not vote

Common reasons for not voting (in no particular order):

 1. Don’t have time

 2. Forget

 3. Have to work

 4. Don’t like any of the choices

 5. Don’t know who to vote for

 6. Out of town

 7. Not interested

 8. Doesn’t matter

 9. Don’t know where or when to vote
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Related essential skills
Working with others
Rationale defending (pairs)
Consensus building (pairs)

Writing
Critical thinking
Reflection

Thinking
Problem solving
Critical thinking
Decision making

Reading
Critical Thinking
Data review

Document use
Information gathering

Oral communication
Information gathering

Numeracy
Data analysis

ResouRces/MateRials
Instructor
Take a Stand Statements
Election Survey 
Election Survey Answer Key
Reasons Why People Vote

Learner
Reasons Why People Vote

pRepaRation 
A few days before this lesson, 
distribute the Election Survey 
to learners. Advise learners 
that Part 1 is to be completed 
by someone who is 18 years 
of age or older (relative, 
neighbour, friend, instructor, 
etc.) and answers are to be 
anonymous. Part 2 is to be 
completed by the learner.

lESSon 3
Learning Level 2
Teaching Strategies
• Brainstorming 

• Survey

• Group Work

• Problem Solving

Sequence of Learning
Activate

Take a Stand:

1. Hand out the Take a Stand Statements Instructor Resource. Ask learners 
to read each statement on their own and decide how they feel by 
circling whether they: strongly agree, agree, are neutral, disagree or 
strongly disagree. 

2. Ask learners to write down an explanation for their answers to  
each statement. 

3.  Then ask learners to turn to a partner and discuss their opinions about  
the statements.

4.  Once completed, ask each pair to share one statement explaining their  
position on the issue with the class. 

5. Then pose the following question:

What did you learn from this activity?

Possible answers may include:

• There are different ways to look at a problem/issue.

• Being an active listener is important.

• Sometimes my partner thought of reasons that I didn’t think of.

• There are other people who share the same opinions as I do. 
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Acquire

Election Survey:

1. Ask learners to take out their completed Election Surveys. Ask learners 
to share their experience when completing Part 1.

2. Ask learners to volunteer their responses from the knowledge section of 
the survey (Part 2). Use the Election Survey Answer Key as a reference.

3.  Then ask learners to volunteer the responses to questions number five, 
eight and nine on the survey, which deal with reasons for voting and 
not voting in elections. 

Why People Vote:

1. With the class, brainstorm and record on the board a list of reasons 
why they think it is important to vote. Use the Reasons Why People 
Vote Instructor Resource to guide the brainstorm session.

2.  Then ask learners to individually write down the reasons in ranked 
order with (1) being the most common reason why people say they  
vote and (6) being the least common reason.

3.  Once completed, ask learners to turn to their partner and compare his/
her ranked list. With their partner, ask learners to create one ranked list 
that is reflective of the pair.

4.  Reveal the order identified by a recent survey of Manitoba voters  
using the Reasons Why People Vote Instructor Resource. 

Voter Turnout:

1.  Introduce the class to the issue of low voter turnout. Share the  
following information with learners:

Number of Manitobans who voted 420,540

Number of Manitobans on the voters list 740,920

Voter turnout 56.76%

Based on 2007 Manitoba Provincial General Election

2.  Ask learners to individually take a few minutes to come up with a  
list of reasons why they believe people are not voting in elections  
(almost half of the eligible voters).
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3.  Once learners have worked individually on their list, ask each learner to 
share one item from his/her list with the class until everyone has had a 
chance to share their responses (without repetition). Use the Reasons 
Why People Vote Instructor Resource to guide the discussion. 

4.  As learners are sharing their list, write the answers on the board so 
that a class list is created.

5.  Once this has been completed, hand out the Reasons Why People Vote 
Learner Resource as a reference. Share with learners that the most 
common reason is at the top of the list while the least common reason 
is at the bottom. 

Apply

Solutions:

1.  Ask learners to individually pick two reasons from the list why people 
don’t vote. Then ask them to think of two possible solutions for each 
reason. Once completed, ask learners to share solutions with the class. 

Possible solutions may include:

• Focus on educating new voters

• Lower the voting age

• Get candidates/parties to talk about relevant issues

• Increase the number of days to vote

Debrief

1. At the end of class, write the following on the board and ask learners to 
record their responses on a piece of paper:

List five reasons that are important to you in explaining why people vote.

Rank the list (1–5) according to what reason you think is most important – 
(1) being the most important and (5) being least important. 

Explain why the number one reason is most important to you.

Think of one solution that would encourage people to vote.

2. Discuss responses as a class.

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power To Choose 
folder for quick reference.

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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Read each statement and circle the option that represents your opinion. Write an explanation for 
your answer.

 1. The government is accountable to the public.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

• 

 2.  The media can have a negative influence on a candidate’s image.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

• 

 3.  The government stays true to its promises.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

• 

 4.  Voting is a responsibility and a right. We should exercise our right to vote.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

• 
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Take a Stand Statements
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 5.  Elections in Manitoba are conducted fairly.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

• 

 6.  It doesn’t matter who gets elected – things never change.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

• 

 7.  Anyone can be a candidate (someone who you vote for).

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

• 

 8.  The government helps the unemployed.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

• 

 9.  The government only employs adults with university degrees.

  Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

• 
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This part of the survey is anonymous and is to be completed by someone who is 18 years of age or 
older (relative, neighbour, friend, instructor, etc.). 

PART 1: General Background

 1. Sex

  Male Female

 2.  Age: 

  18-24  25-34  35-44  45-54  55 and up

 3.  Do you discuss politics/government with your family?

  Yes  No

 4.  Do you feel that it is important to vote?

  Yes  No 

  Please explain:

• 

 5.  Have you ever voted in an election (federal, provincial, or municipal)?

  Yes  No 

  If no, what was your reason for not voting?

• 

  If yes, why was it important for you to vote?

• 
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Election Survey
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 6.  At what age did you first vote? 

• 

 7.  When you vote, what is the number one thing that you consider when making your decision?

• 

 8.  What do you find the easiest about voting?

• 

 9.  What do you find the hardest about voting?

• 
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This part of the survey is to be completed by the learner.

PART 2: Knowledge Questions

 1. Manitoba was the first province to allow women to vote.

  True  False

 2.  What is an electoral division? Which electoral division do you live in?

• 

• 

• 

 3.  What is enumeration?

• 

 4.  Why do we have enumeration?

• 

• 

 5.  What does MLA stand for? 

• 

 6.  Who is your current MLA?

• 
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This part of the survey is to be completed by learners.

PART 2: Knowledge Questions

 1. Manitoba was the first province to allow women to vote.

• True

 2.  What is an electoral division? What electoral division do you live in?

• An electoral division is a geographic area. Manitoba is divided into 57 electoral divisions for 
the purpose of elections. Each electoral division is represented by an elected candidate. 

• Each division has about the same number of people living in it when the boundaries  
are drawn. It is divided this way to make sure there is equal representation for each voter. 
The boundaries of Manitoba’s electoral divisions are reviewed every 10 years and adjusted 
for changes in population. 

• To find out what division(s) you live in, visit: www.electionsmanitoba.ca. Electoral division 
maps are also available from Elections Manitoba or by visiting the Manitoba Electoral 
Divisions Boundaries Commission website: www.boundariescommission.mb.ca.

 3.  What is enumeration?

• Enumeration is done by Elections Manitoba workers who go door-to-door collecting names 
of eligible voters for the voters list.

 4. Why do we have enumeration?

• In Manitoba we use enumeration to build an accurate and up-to-date list of eligible voters. 
This list is used to keep track of who has voted (so nobody can vote twice). Having your 
name on the voters list also makes it easier and faster for you to vote during an election.  
Not all provinces have enumeration. 

• It is also used to figure out spending limits for candidates. Candidates are only allowed to spend 
a certain amount of money per voter (in their electoral division) on their election campaigns. 

 5.  What does MLA stand for? 

• Member of the Legislative Assembly. When a candidate gets elected, he/she becomes an MLA.

 6.  Who is your current MLA? 

• A listing of the current MLAs is available on the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba’s web site: 
www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/
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The following list indicates the reasons for voting, as rated by Manitobans in a recent survey –  
(1) being the most common reason and (6) being the least. 

Common reasons for voting:

 1. To exercise the right – we live in a democratic country and we have the right to vote –  
why not use it

 2. Out of duty – many people feel it’s their job as citizens to participate in elections

 3. To support a particular candidate or political party

 4. To have a voice – to have a say in how things are done

 5. To change things, to make a difference

 6. The system doesn’t work if people do not vote

Common reasons for not voting (in no particular order):

 1. Don’t have time

 2. Forget

 3. Have to work

 4. Don’t like any of the choices

 5. Don’t know who to vote for

 6. Out of town

 7. Not interested

 8. Doesn’t matter

 9. Don’t know where or when to vote
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Pre-election Experience

Reasons Why People Vote

The following list indicates the reasons for voting as rated by Manitobans in a recent survey –  
(1) being the most common reason and (6) being the least. 

Common reasons for voting:

 1. To exercise the right – we live in a democratic country and we have the right to vote –  
why not use it

 2. Out of duty – many people feel it’s their job as citizens to participate in elections

 3. To support a particular candidate or political party

 4. To have a voice – to have a say in how things are done

 5. To change things, to make a difference

 6. The system doesn’t work if people do not vote

Common reasons for not voting (in no particular order):

 1. Don’t have time

 2. Forget

 3. Have to work

 4. Don’t like any of the choices

 5. Don’t know who to vote for

 6. Out of town

 7. Not interested

 8. Doesn’t matter

 9. Don’t know where or when to vote
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Related essential skills
Working with others
Rationale defending
Brainstorming

Writing
Reflection

Thinking
Problem solving
Critical thinking
Decision making

Document use
Information gathering

Oral communication
Information gathering

Computer use
Information gathering

Numeracy
Data analysis

ResouRces/MateRials
Instructor
Five different colours of paper
Take a Stand Statements
Election Survey 
Election Survey Answer Key
Reasons Why People Vote
Computer

Learner 
Reasons Why People Vote

pRepaRation 
A few days before this lesson, 
distribute the Election Survey 
to learners. Advise learners 
that Part 1 is to be completed 
by someone who is 18 years 
of age or older (relative, 
neighbour, friend, instructor, 
etc.) and answers are to be 
anonymous. Part 2 is to be 
completed by the learner.

lESSon 3
Learning Level 3

Teaching Strategies
• Brainstorming 

• Survey 

• Group Work

• Problem Solving

• Research

Sequence of Learning

Activate

Take a Stand:

1. Start the class by handing out five pieces of different coloured paper  
to each learner.

Write the following words on the board:

• Red/Pink (Strongly Disagree)

• Yellow (Disagree)

• White (Neutral)

• Blue (Agree)

• Green (Strongly Agree)

2. Ask learners to spread out in the classroom.

3.  Using the Take a Stand Statements Instructor Resource, read the first 
statement and ask learners to take a position on the subject by holding 
up the coloured piece of paper of their choice.

4.  Ask learners to find someone with a different coloured paper than their 
own and discuss for a minute their opinion about the statement. 
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5. Continue the exercise, reading one statement at a time.

NOTE : Pairs can share one statement about their position on the issue 
with the class.

6. Then pose the following question:

What did you learn from this activity?

Possible answers may include:

• There are different ways to look at a problem/issue.

• Being an active listener is important.

• Sometimes my partner thought of reasons that I didn’t think of.

• There are other people who share the same opinions as I do. 

Acquire

Election Survey:

1.  Ask learners to take out their completed Election Surveys. Ask learners 
to share their experience when completing Part 1.

2. Ask learners to volunteer their responses from the knowledge section of 
the survey (Part 2). Use the Election Survey Answer Key as a reference. 

3.  Then ask learners to volunteer the responses to questions number five, 
eight and nine on the survey, which deal with reasons for voting and 
not voting in elections. 

Why People Vote:

1.  With the class, brainstorm and record on the board a list of reasons 
why they think it is important to vote. Use the Reasons Why People 
Vote Instructor Resource to guide the brainstorm session.

2.  Ask learners to individually write down the reasons in ranked order 
with (1) being the most common reason why people say they vote  
and (6) being the least common reason.

3.  Reveal the order identified by a recent survey of Manitoba voters  
using the Reasons Why People Vote Instructor Resource. 
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Voter Turnout:

1.  Introduce the class to the issue of low voter turnout. Share the  
following information with learners:

Number of Manitobans who voted 420,540

Number of Manitobans on the voters list 740,920

Voter turnout 56.76%

Based on 2007 Manitoba Provincial General Election

2.  Ask learners to individually take a few minutes to come up with a  
list of reasons why they believe people are not voting in elections 
(almost half of the eligible voters).

3.  Once learners have worked individually on their list, ask each  
learner to share one item from his/her list with the class, until 
everyone has had a chance to share their responses (without 
repetition). Use the Reasons Why People Vote Instructor Resource  
to guide the discussion. 

4.  As learners are sharing their list, write the answers on the board so 
that a class list is created. 

5. Once this has been completed, hand out the Reasons Why People Vote 
Learner Resource as a reference. Share with learners that the most 
common reason is at the top of the list while the least common reason 
is at the bottom.

Apply

Solutions:

1. Ask learners to individually pick two reasons from the list why  
people don’t vote. Then ask them to think of two possible solutions 
for each reason. Once completed, ask learners to share solutions  
with the class. 

Possible solutions may include:

• Focus on educating new voters

• Lower the voting age
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• Get candidates/parties to talk about relevant issues

• Increase the number of days to vote 

2. Share with learners that Elections Manitoba is the office in charge of 
running provincial elections in Manitoba. The organization provides 
voters with the information needed so that they can participate. 

3. Ask learners to visit the Elections Manitoba website  
(www.electionsmanitoba.ca) and find five different ways that  
voting is made easier.

Possible ways include:

• Advance voting 

• Extension of hours to vote

• Convenient voting places – shopping centres, airports 

• Homebound voting 

• Absentee voting (Write in ballot)

NOTE: Learners can share their findings with the class or this can  
be handed in as an assignment. 

Debrief

1. At the end of class, write the following on the board and ask learners  
to record their responses on a piece of paper:

List five reasons that are important to you in explaining why  
people vote.

Rank the list (1–5) according to what reason you think is most 
important – (1) being the most important and (5) being least 
important. 

Explain why the number one reason is most important to you.

Think of one solution that would encourage people to vote.

2. Discuss responses as a class.

NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power To Choose 
folder for quick reference.

Advance voting allows voters 
to vote before election day at 
any advance voting place in 
Manitoba. Advance voting is 
held the week before election 
day (from Saturday to Saturday).

Homebound voting is 
available to eligible voters 
unable to get to a voting 
place because of a disability. 
Homebound voting is also 
available to their caregivers.

Absentee voting applies to 
voters who are going to be 
away during the election.

Write in ballot is sometimes 
used when a voter cannot 
vote at a regular voting place. 
A blank ballot is used on 
which the candidate’s name 
is filled in, allowing the voter 
to participate and vote.

election expeRience
A Mock Election introduces 
learners to all aspects of an 
election in Phase 4, page 455.

An election trivia board game 
called “X Marks The Spot” 
engages learners in the roles 
of voters, candidates and 
election workers in Phase 2, 
page 213.
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 1. The government is accountable to the public.

 2.  The media can have a negative influence on a candidate’s image.

 3.  The government stays true to its promises.

 4.  Voting is a responsibility and a right. We should exercise our right to vote.

 5.  Elections in Manitoba are conducted fairly.

 6.  It doesn’t matter who gets elected – things never change.

 7.  Anyone can be a candidate (someone you vote for).

 8.  The government helps the unemployed.

 9.  The government only employs adults with university degrees.
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This part of the survey is anonymous and is to be completed by someone who is 18 years of age or 
older (relative, neighbour, friend, instructor, etc.). 

PART 1: General Background

 1. Sex

  Male Female

 2.  Age: 

  18-24  25-34  35-44  45-54  55 and up

 3.  Do you discuss politics/government with your family?

  Yes  No

 4.  Do you feel that it is important to vote?

  Yes  No 

  Please explain:

• 

 5.  Have you ever voted in an election (federal, provincial, or municipal)?

  Yes  No 

  If no, what was your reason for not voting?

• 

  If yes, why was it important for you to vote?

• 
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 6.  At what age did you first vote? 

• 

 7.  When you vote, what is the number one thing that you consider when making your decision?

• 

 8.  What do you find the easiest about voting?

• 

 9.  What do you find the hardest about voting?

• 
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This part of the survey is to be completed by the learner.

PART 2: Knowledge Questions

 1. Manitoba was the first province to allow women to vote.

  True  False

 2.  What is an electoral division? Which electoral division do you live in?

• 

• 

• 

 3.  What is enumeration?

• 

 4.  Why do we have enumeration?

• 

• 

 5.  What does MLA stand for? 

• 

 6.  Who is your current MLA?

• 
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This part of the survey is to be completed by learners.

PART 2: Knowledge Questions

 1. Manitoba was the first province to allow women to vote.

• True

 2.  What is an electoral division? What electoral division do you live in?

• An electoral division is a geographic area. Manitoba is divided into 57 electoral divisions for 
the purpose of elections. Each electoral division is represented by an elected candidate. 

• Each division has about the same number of people living in it when the boundaries are 
drawn. It is divided this way to make sure there is equal representation for each voter.  
The boundaries of Manitoba’s electoral divisions are reviewed every 10 years and adjusted  
for changes in population. 

• To find out what division(s) you live in, visit: www.electionsmanitoba.ca. Electoral division 
maps are also available from Elections Manitoba or by visiting the Manitoba Electoral 
Divisions Boundaries Commission website: www.boundariescommission.mb.ca.

 3.  What is enumeration?

• Enumeration is done by Elections Manitoba workers who go door-to-door collecting names 
of eligible voters for the voters list.

 4. Why do we have enumeration?

• In Manitoba we use enumeration to build an accurate and up-to-date list of eligible voters. 
This list is used to keep track of who has voted (so nobody can vote twice). Having your 
name on the voters list also makes it easier and faster for you to vote during an election.  
Not all provinces have enumeration.

• It is also used to figure out spending limits for candidates. Candidates are only allowed to spend 
a certain amount of money per voter (in their electoral division) on their election campaigns. 

 5.  What does MLA stand for? 

• Member of the Legislative Assembly. When a candidate gets elected, he/she becomes an MLA.

 6.  Who is your current MLA? 

• A listing of the current MLAs is available on the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba’s web site: 
www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/
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The following list indicates the reasons for voting, as rated by Manitobans in a recent survey –  
(1) being the most common reason and (6) being the least. 

Common reasons for voting:

 1. To exercise the right – we live in a democratic country and we have the right to vote –  
why not use it

 2. Out of duty – many people feel it’s their job as citizens to participate in elections

 3. To support a particular candidate or political party

 4. To have a voice – to have a say in how things are done

 5. To change things, to make a difference

 6. The system doesn’t work if people do not vote

Common reasons for not voting (in no particular order):

 1. Don’t have time

 2. Forget

 3. Have to work

 4. Don’t like any of the choices

 5. Don’t know who to vote for

 6. Out of town

 7. Not interested

 8. Doesn’t matter

 9. Don’t know where or when to vote
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Pre-election Experience

Reasons Why People Vote

The following list indicates the reasons for voting as rated by Manitobans in a recent survey –  
(1) being the most common reason and (6) being the least. 

Common reasons for voting:

 1. To exercise the right – we live in a democratic country and we have the right to vote –  
why not use it

 2. Out of duty – many people feel it’s their job as citizens to participate in elections

 3. To support a particular candidate or political party

 4. To have a voice – to have a say in how things are done

 5. To change things, to make a difference

 6. The system doesn’t work if people do not vote

Common reasons for not voting (in no particular order):

 1. Don’t have time

 2. Forget

 3. Have to work

 4. Don’t like any of the choices

 5. Don’t know who to vote for

 6. Out of town

 7. Not interested

 8. Doesn’t matter

 9. Don’t know where or when to vote
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