PHASE 3

Choosing

Political Experience

Learners discover the twists and turns of
a campaign – how to present and analyze
issues from all sides, cut through the maze
of information and influence of the media,
and make informed choices.
Pre-election Experience reference
Voters

Candidates

Political parties

• To be eligible to vote in Manitoba
provincial elections, voters must:

• To run in a Manitoba provincial
election, candidates must be eligible
to vote and:

• To register a political party name,
the party must file an application
with Elections Manitoba including
financial statements in order to:

-- Be at least 18 years old on
election day
-- Be Canadian citizens
-- Have lived in Manitoba for six
months before the election

-- Do not need to live in the electoral
division in which they are running
-- Can run as an independent or for
a political party
-- Can withdraw anytime before
election day

-- Issue income tax receipts for
contributions
-- Have party name appear on
the ballot with the name of
its candidate
-- Protect name from use by other
parties wanting to register with
a similar name

Your Power to Choose | Adult Education Guide   279

PHASE 3

Choosing

Political Experience
Learners will be introduced to:
1. The rights and responsibilities of voters during the campaign process and will:
• Identify the steps to becoming a candidate and creating a campaign platform
• Understand the impact electoral divisions have on key roles in an election
(voter, candidate, political party)
• Realize how an individual’s choice to vote impacts the creation of government
• Understand the concepts of democracy, freedom of the press, and freedom
of speech
• Review the significance of candidate spending limits
2. The effect of the media on an election and will:
• Identify different forms that information can take (media sources)
• Experience the process of gathering and analyzing information
• Break down issues and analyze them from different perspectives
3. The significance of political parties and the campaigning process, and will:
• Identify the steps taken when making an informed decision
• Understand the impact the source of information can have
• Experience an election campaign from the point of view of a candidate
and other key campaign participants
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lesson 1

Candidates are Voters Too
Introductory Activity

Related Essential skills
Oral communication

All Learning Levels

Word splash

Document use
Analysis

Goal

Working with others

Learners will compare their roles as learners in the classroom to
the role of voters in government to understand the steps to becoming
a candidate.

Activate

Knowledge testing

Thinking
Decision making
Finding information
Significant memory use

Resources/Materials
Instructor

1. Pose the following question to learners:

In our school/centre, what are the key roles?

Becoming a Candidate Oral
Quiz and Answer Key

Possible answers may include:

Learner
Provincial Government
System Key Roles
Becoming a Candidate
Election Information at
a Glance

• Learners
• Workers at the school (custodians, office staff)
• Instructors/Teachers
• Principal/Director
Write the brainstormed list on the board to reference later in the activity.
2. Now ask learners to take a piece of paper and write Learner on the top
of the page.
Ask learners to individually create a word splash, reflecting how the
school/centre is important to learners.
3. Referencing the list of key roles, ask learners to now write Instructors/
Teachers in the middle of the page. Ask learners to create a word
splash reflecting how the school/centre may be important to
Instructors/Teachers.
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4. Again referencing the list of key roles, ask learners to write Principal/
Director on the bottom of the page. Ask learners to create a word
splash reflecting how the school/centre may be important to the
Principal/Director.
5. Ask learners to pair up and share their word splashes, adding their
partner’s ideas to their own pages.
6. As a class, ask learners which of the key roles would be a source of
information in the classroom.
• Answer: Instructors/Teachers
The province is made up of
57 electoral divisions, all
of which are represented
within a structure called
the provincial government.
The role of the provincial
government is to represent
all Manitoba citizens.
An eligible voter must be at
least 18 years old on election
day, a Canadian citizen and,
have lived in Manitoba for six
months before the election.
When a candidate gets
elected he/she becomes a
Member of the Legislative
Assembly (commonly referred
to as an MLA). There are 57
Members of the Legislative
Assembly – one per electoral
division. His/Her job is to
represent the voters’ needs
within the government. About
the same number of people
live in each electoral division.
The Premier is the head of
the provincial government.
Before an election, each
political party chooses a
leader. The leader of the
political party that has the
most candidates elected
becomes the Premier.

Ask learners to draw an arrow from Learner to Instructors/Teachers.
7. Advise learners that Instructors/Teachers get their leadership from a
Principal or Director at the school/centre.
Ask learners to draw an arrow connecting Principal/Director to
Instructors/Teachers.
8. Share with learners that government is structured very similarly.
Hand out the Provincial Government System Key Roles Learner
Resource and review as a class.
Advise learners that within our provincial government system,
key roles include:
• Voters
• Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs)
• Premier
9. On another piece of paper, ask learners to write Voter on the top
of the page.
Ask learners to now individually create a word splash, reflecting how
an electoral division is important to voters (their community).
Possible answers may include:
• Where voter lives (issues close to home)
• May share issues similar to other voters (common/shared
points of view)
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10.Referencing the list of key roles, ask learners to now write Members
of the Legislative Assembly in the middle of the page. Ask learners
to create a word splash reflecting how an electoral division (their
community) may be important to an MLA.
Possible answers may include:
• An MLA:
-- Is chosen by the voters of the electoral division
-- Represents the interests of the citizens in one electoral division
11. Again referencing the list of key roles, ask learners to write Premier on the
bottom of the page. Ask learners to create a word splash reflecting how
an electoral division (their community) may be important to a Premier.
Possible answers may include:
• The Premier (the leader of the political party that has the most
candidates elected):
-- Represents all Manitoba citizens

-- Is informed about all electoral divisions and their needs
12. Ask learners to regroup with their partner to share their word splashes,
again adding their partner’s ideas to their own pages.
13. As a class, ask learners which of the key roles would be a source of
contact about issues important to them.
• Answer: Members of the Legislative Assembly
Ask learners to draw an arrow from Voter to Members of the
Legislative Assembly.

A political party is an
organization of like-minded
voters. One of its purposes
is to nominate and
support candidates
during an election.
A candidate is an eligible
voter who is nominated to
run in an election. The
successful candidate
(receives the most votes)
becomes a Member of the
Legislative Assembly.

14.Advise learners that the Members of the Legislative Assembly get their
leadership from the Premier.
Ask learners to draw an arrow from Members of the Legislative
Assembly to Premier.
15. Referencing the Provincial Government System Key Roles Learner
Resource provided earlier in the lesson, share with learners:

Members of the Legislative Assembly make choices on our behalf. It
is important that we choose candidates that will best represent our
needs, ideas and opinions. As voters we need to be informed about
their positions on issues so that we know we are making the best
choice possible when we vote.
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Becoming a Candidate:
1. Share with learners that when a person decides to be a candidate in an
upcoming election, there is a process to follow.

Did You Know: Candidates
can run either work with a
political party or run as an
independent. Candidates
associated with a political
party will share similar views
with others in the same party.

Did You Know: In order
for a voter to become a
candidate, he/she must first
be nominated. Nomination
includes gathering signatures
of 100 eligible voters within
the electoral division in
which he/she wishes to
be a candidate.

2. Distribute a copy of the Becoming a Candidate Learner Resource. Advise
learners there will be an oral quiz after they review the diagram.
3. Once everyone has reviewed the handout, ask learners if they have any
questions. Once any questions have been answered, ask learners to put
away the handout before beginning the activity.
4. Divide learners into small groups. Ask learners to pick one person in
their group to be the reader and another person to be the recorder.
5. Distribute a copy of the Becoming a Candidate Oral Quiz and Answer
Key to each group’s reader. Ask the reader of each group to ask each
question, encouraging the rest of the group to work together to
answer the questions.
NOTE: If a group is having trouble answering a question, the reader can
provide clues/prompts to help the group.
6. Once the quiz has been completed, pose the following question:

Why do you think it’s important for a candidate to get 100 signatures?
Possible answers may include:
• Demonstrates that he/she has:

Did You Know: Candidates
do not have to live in the
electoral division (community)
in which they wish to run
as a candidate.

-- Made contact within the community/electoral division
-- Support from the voters within the community/electoral division
-- A serious intention to become an MLA

Did You Know: In the past,
there was a fee to be
nominated as a candidate.
Now, there is no cost,
ensuring fairness.
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Debrief

Extended Learning

1. Using the word splashes created earlier in the lesson – to compare
schools/centres and government – ask learners to pair up and discuss
the following questions. Record questions on the board for reference.

Comparing the two word splashes, what similarities do you see?

The appendices “Election
Information at a Glance”
provide learners with a
summary of reference
material, definitions and facts
found in Phase 3.

Possible answers may include:
• The Principal/Director of the school/centre is like the Premier.
• The Instructor/Teacher is like an MLA.
• Learners are like voters.
• Each group is part of a community:
-- School staff and learners are part of a “learning community”
(education).
-- Political representatives (MLAs) and voters are a part of a
“democratic community” (electoral division).

Election experience
A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks The Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

2. Regroup as a class and ask pairs to share their findings with the class.
NOTE: Learners may file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.

Your Power to Choose | Adult Education Guide   285

Political Experience

Provincial Government System
Key Roles
The province is made up of 57 electoral divisions, all of which are represented within a structure
called the provincial government. The role of the provincial government is to represent all
Manitoba citizens. Key roles include:
• Voter: An eligible voter must be at least 18 years old on election day, a Canadian citizen and
have lived in Manitoba for six months before the election.
• Member of the Legislative Assembly: When a candidate gets elected he/she becomes a Member
of the Legislative Assembly (commonly referred to as an MLA). There are 57 Members of the
Legislative Assembly – one per electoral division. His/Her job is to represent the voters’ needs
within the government.
• Premier: The Premier is the head of the provincial government. Before an election, each political
party chooses a leader. The leader of the political party that has the most candidates elected
becomes the Premier.
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Political Experience

Becoming a Candidate
Step One:

Decide if you can be a candidate. Any eligible voter can be a candidate. You must:
• Be at least 18 years old on election day
• Be a Canadian citizen
• Have lived in Manitoba for six months before the election


Step Two:

Decide how you will run as a candidate. You can either:
• Belong to a political party
• Run as an independent


Step Three:

Begin the nomination process:

• Get the signatures of 100 voters from the electoral division in which you wish to run.
• Build a team including an official agent to manage the money for your campaign.


Step Four:

File your official nomination papers. Make sure to include:
• Your name and address

• Name and address of your official agent
• Voter signatures you gathered


Step Five:

Hand in your nomination papers to the returning officer
in your electoral division by 1:00 pm 21 days before election day.


Congratulations!

You are now a candidate. Your name will now appear on a ballot – the paper used to vote.
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Political Experience

Becoming a Candidate Oral Quiz
and Answer Key
1. Who can be a candidate in a provincial election?
• Any eligible voter can be a candidate (at least 18 years old on election day, Canadian citizen,
lived in Manitoba for six months before the election).
2. If a candidate decides not to work with a political party, can that candidate still run in a
provincial election?
• Yes
What type of candidate would he/she be?
• Individual
• Independent
• Private
-- Independent
3. How many signatures does a person need to get from eligible voters within the electoral
division in which he/she wishes to be a candidate?
• 100
4. What is the name of the process to become a candidate?
• Nomination
• Nominal
• Nomad
-- Nomination
5. Once the nomination process is complete, on what paper will the candidate’s name appear
when a voter goes to vote?
• Ballot
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Political Experience

Election Information at a Glance
This information is a summary of Phase 3 and can be distributed at the end of any Phase 3 lesson.

1. Election Reference
Voters
• To be eligible to vote in a Manitoba provincial election, voters must:
-- Be at least 18 years old on election day
-- Be Canadian citizens
-- Have lived in Manitoba for six months before the election

Candidates
• To run in an election, candidates:
-- Must be eligible to vote
-- Do not need to live in the electoral division in which they are running
-- Can run as an independent or for a political party
-- Can withdraw anytime before election day

Political parties
• To register a political party name, the party must file an application with Elections Manitoba
including financial statements in order to:
-- Issue income tax receipts for contributions
-- Have party name appear on the ballot with the name of its candidate
-- Protect name from use by other parties wanting to register with a similar name

2. Election Definitions
• An election is a process by which eligible voters choose (by voting) who represents them in
government.
• A returning officer is the person hired by Elections Manitoba to manage the election activities
in each of the 57 electoral divisions.
• The voters list is the list created through enumeration. It is used during the election to track
that each voter only votes once. It is also used to determine spending limits for candidates
during an election campaign.
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Political Experience

Election Information at a Glance
• A candidate is an eligible voter who is nominated to run in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most votes) becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.
• The province is made up of 57 electoral divisions, all of which are represented within a
structure called the provincial government. The role of the provincial government is to
represent all Manitoba citizens.
• The Premier is the head of the provincial government. Before an election, each political
party chooses a leader. The leader of the political party that has the most candidates elected
becomes the Premier.
• When a candidate is elected, he/she becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly
(commonly referred to as an MLA). There are 57 Members of the Legislative Assembly – one
per electoral division. His/Her job is to represent the voters’ needs within the government.
• A political party is an organization of like-minded voters. One of its purposes is to nominate
and support candidates during an election.
• A party member is a person belonging to and supporting a specific political party.
• A campaign is a candidate’s plan of how he/she intends to win the election.
• A scrutineer is a volunteer who represents the candidate at voting places and at the review of
the voters list (revision).
• A campaign manager is a candidate’s right hand person who manages the “business” of the
campaign (office space, supplies, events, volunteers, media, etc.).
• An official agent manages the finances/money of a candidate (purchasing, budgets, bills,
spending limits, etc.).
• Freedom of speech is the right to express information, ideas and opinions.
• Freedom of the press is the right of the media to express views and share information.
Living in a democracy guarantees us the right to freedom of speech and freedom of the press.
• A fact is a statement based on something known to be true or to have happened. It is
something that can be proven with evidence.
• An opinion is a personal view, thought or feeling.
• A platform is made up of the ideas and goals of a candidate and/or political party. Voters
learn about platforms in order to help them decide who to vote for.
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Political Experience

Election Information at a Glance
• Democracy is a type of government in which eligible voters are free to choose who will
represent them by voting in regularly held elections. Canada (Manitoba) is a democracy;
our elections are run in a free, fair and safe way.

3. Did You Know?
• In order for a voter to become a candidate, he/she must first be nominated. The nomination
process includes gathering signatures of 100 eligible voters within the electoral division in
which he/she wishes to be a candidate.
• In the past, there was a fee to be nominated as a candidate. Now, there is no cost,
ensuring fairness.
• The amount a candidate can spend is determined by the number of names on the voters list.
This amount is the same for each candidate within an electoral division. This ensures that the
election process is fair and accessible.

4. Election Facts
• To vote in a Manitoba provincial election (to be eligible to vote), you must be at least 18 years
old on election day, a Canadian citizen, and live in Manitoba for six months before the election.
• All Manitobans who meet the eligibility criteria have the right to vote. The only person who
can’t vote is the Chief Electoral Officer (head of Elections Manitoba).
• Manitoba's eligibility criteria exist, in part, because:
-- By I8, a person is legally an adult.
-- As a citizen of Canada, a person shares in the rights and privileges citizenship offers –
including the responsibilities that go with it.
-- Having lived in Manitoba for at least six months provides time to learn about provincial
and community issues.
• Laws about Manitoba's elections (including eligibility criteria) are created by the provincial
government and carried out by Elections Manitoba.
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lesson 1

The Freedom of Information
Lesson One of Three

Related Essential Skills
Thinking

Three Learning Levels

Critical thinking

Working with others
Information analysis (group)
Brainstorming

lesson outcomes
Learners will be introduced to freedoms inherent to democracy
to understand the value of:
• Freedom of speech and freedom of the press
• Different points of view

Resources/Materials
Instructor
Interest Group
Interest Group Answer Key
Other People’s View (OPV)

Preparation

Learning Level 1
Teaching Strategies
• Brainstorming
• Other People’s View (OPV)
• Reflection
Note: This lesson will teach learners how to examine an idea using
systematic thinking skills – applying one of Edward de Bono's thinking
tools to consider and understand other people’s view (OPV).

Sequence of Learning
Activate
Our Rights and Freedoms:
1. Ask learners what the term freedom of speech means to them and
record their thoughts on the board.

A few days before class,
ask learners to look for an
advertisement (ad) about
a topic relevant to them
to bring to the next class.
Specifically, ask learners
to choose an issue such
as school, child care, jobs,
training, etc. Ads can be
found in newspapers,
on the internet, etc.
If this activity is being done
during an election, ask
learners to bring a sample
ad from a candidate in their
electoral division.
Pre-cut the Interest Group
Instructor Resource.
Freedom of speech is the
right to express information,
ideas and opinions.
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Possible ideas may include:
• Learning the truth
• Exercising our rights
• Expressing ourselves
Freedom of the press is the
right of the media to express
views and share information.
Living in a democracy
guarantees us the right to
freedom of speech and
freedom of the press.

2. Ask learners what the term freedom of the press means to them and
record their thoughts on the board.
Possible ideas may include:
• Expressing opinions
• Having different views available
• Knowing government events and actions
• Free from government influence
3. Ask learners to identify what kinds of media are available to Manitobans.
Possible answers may include:
• TV
• Radio
• Newspaper
• Internet
SUGGESTION: If there are participants who have lived in other
countries, ask them if they would like to share their past experiences
with types of media – or past experiences with freedom of speech.
Some of these experiences may be emotional.
4. Remind learners that depending on our experience and background,
media can influence our ideas in different ways (viewpoint). Ask
learners, based on their experiences and backgrounds, how their
ideas are influenced.
Possible answers may include:
• Choice of media (internet and/or TV versus print)
• Age (youth, seniors, young adults)
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• Education (level)
• Income (student, full-time and/or part-time job)
• Access to the media (computer availability and skills)
• Where he/she lives and/or grew up (Canada or other country)

Acquire
Candidate Platforms:
1. Share with learners that it is important to choose the candidate
that will best represent our needs, ideas and opinions. Candidates
develop platforms to share their ideas and goals with voters.
One way platforms are shared with voters is through advertising.
2. Divide the class into five groups. Ask for one member of each group to
volunteer to be the recorder for the activity.
3. Share with learners that individuals identify (share similar views) with
different interest groups.
For example, a common interest of our group (class) is school.

A candidate is an eligible
voter who is nominated to run
in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most
votes) becomes a Member of
the Legislative Assembly.
A platform is made up of
the ideas and goals of a
candidate and/or political
party. Voters learn about
platforms in order to help
them decide who to vote for.

4. Ask learners what other ‘groups’ they identify with and record their
answers on the board.
Possible answers may include:
• Parents
• New Canadians
• Youth
• Senior citizens
• Other (musicians, tradespeople, athletes)
5. Hand out the pre-cut Interest Group Instructor Resource – so that each
group has one Group Name along with one Group Description.
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6. Ask each learner group to read its description and brainstorm a list of
possible needs of the interest group.
For example, athletes need sport facilities to play in, referees for games,
and uniforms for players. Parents need schools and/or day care for
their children.
7. Then ask each group to brainstorm a list of possible ideas their group
would look for in a candidate (candidate platform).
For example, athletes may look for a candidate who supports
community centres. Parents may look for a candidate who supports
education.
8. Ask each group to share its list with the class. Use the Interest Group
Answer Key Instructor Resource as a reference.
Personalize:
1. In the same groups, ask learners to choose and record on a piece of
paper one group they identify with, referencing the list recorded earlier
on the board (Acquire, point 4).
Use yourself as an example to suggest possible answers (educator,
parent, volunteer).
2. Based on the group chosen by learners, ask learners to then brainstorm
and record a list of five issues that matter to them.
Again, use yourself as an example to suggest possible issues (someone
who believes in the importance of adult education, safe schools,
volunteering in the community).
Possible issues may include:
• Parents – schools, day care
• New Canadians – housing, job readiness
• Youth – education support, community centres
• Senior citizens – health, housing
3. Still in their groups, ask learners to answer the following question:

Where could you find information about these issues (that matter
to you)?
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Possible answers may include:
• TV
• Radio
• Internet (media and/or provincial government websites)
• Signs on buses
• Billboards
• Newspapers
4. Regroup as a class and record responses on the board.

Apply
Other People’s View:
1. Ask learners to pull out the advertisement (ad) they brought to class.
2. In the same groups, ask learners to share what kind of ad they brought
in and, as a group, choose one to study.
3. Hand out a copy of Other People’s View (OPV) Instructor Resource to
each learner.
4. Ask learners to review the list of interest groups recorded earlier on the
board and choose three. Using the OPV, ask learners to analyze the ad
from each of the three points of view (three interest groups) and record
possible reactions.
Looking at the ad from each of these points of view, ask learner groups
to think of two to three possible reactions a person from one of these
interest groups may have.
For example, if the ad was for drinking and driving, and the interest
group is parents, possible reactions may include:
• Enforcement of strict laws
• Police presence on the road (checkpoints year-round)
• Designated driver programs
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Note: Depending on time and reading levels, ads may be analyzed
from two points of view.
5. Once learners have finished, ask a member of each group to share their
findings with the class.
6. Record the following questions on the board and ask learners to
answer as a class:

When looking at an ad from different points of view, what did you learn?
Possible answers may include:
• Past experiences affect the way a person looks at something.
• There are many ways to look at the same information.
• Other people’s viewpoints should be considered.
• There is more to be learned from an ad than what you see
at first glance.

How can this affect the way a candidate advertises?
Possible answers may include:
• Candidates need to remember to include all interest groups when
creating their ads.
• Different ads need to be made to get out different messages.
• Ads may be directed at specific groups.

How can this affect voters and their decision on who to vote for?
Possible answers may include:
• Voters need to look at a number of ads to get the whole picture.
• Different types of advertisements will give different types of
information.
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Debrief

Election experience

1. Ask learners to think about a time when they had to make a decision
but did not have all the information about the issue or event.
2. Now ask learners to think about a time when they had to make
a decision and had all the information they needed about the issue
or event.
3. Then ask learners to think about the difference in the outcomes of
each of those situations.

A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks the Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

Which situation worked out better? Why?
4. Finally, ask learners to write the answer to the following question and
invite learners to share their responses with the class:

How would having all the information I need as a voter make voting a
better experience?
NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Interest Group
Cut out and distribute one Group Name and the corresponding Group Description to each
group of learners.
Group Name

Group Description

Parent

My name is Aisha. I am a single mom of two kids – one is 3 years
old and in day care and the other is 6 years old in grade one. I work
two part time jobs. One is minimum wage. Right now, I live with
my sister.

Student

My name is Markus. I am 30 years old. I am a student at an adult
learning centre in Thompson. I am learning how to fix computers
and will graduate next year. I have received a loan to go to school.

Small Business
Owner

My name is Carlos. My wife, Ingrid, and I run a restaurant in
downtown Winnipeg. We buy all of the food we can locally.
Our restaurant only seats 35 people, so we have started a takeout and delivery service. We now have 10 employees.

Senior Citizen

My name is Wanda. I am 85 years old. I live on my own in an
apartment downtown. My children have moved away, but I have
the help of good friends. I am still in good health, but will need hip
replacement surgery this year. Because of this I no longer drive.

Farmer

My name is Larry. My family runs a cattle farm in southern Manitoba.
Our four children travel 25 kilometres each way to school every
day. We ship our cattle across North America. Some years are easier
than others.
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Political Experience

Interest Group Answer Key
The platform ideas are examples of answers. Any and all answers are correct as long as they can be
related back to the description.
Group
Name

Group Description

Parent

My name is Aisha. I am a single mom
of two kids – one is 3 years old and in
day care and the other is 6 years old in
grade one. I work two part time jobs.
One is minimum wage. Right now, I live
with my sister.

Student

Small Business
Owner

Senior
Citizen

Farmer

My name is Markus. I am 30 years old. I
am a student at an adult learning centre
in Thompson. I am learning how to fix
computers and will graduate next year.
I have received a loan to go to school.

Platform Ideas
• New day care programs
• Safe schools
• Higher minimum wage
• More co-op housing
• Continued funding for adult
students
• Focus on issues for the north
• New jobs in Manitoba
• Tax breaks on student loans

My name is Carlos. My wife, Ingrid, and I
run a restaurant in downtown Winnipeg.
We buy all of the food we can locally.
Our restaurant only seats 35 people, so
we have started a take-out and delivery
service. We now have 10 employees.

• Lower gas prices

My name is Wanda. I am 85 years old.
I live on my own in an apartment
downtown. My children have moved
away, but I have the help of good
friends. I am still in good health, but
will need hip replacement surgery this
year. Because of this I no longer drive.

• Assisted living for seniors

My name is Larry. My family runs a
cattle farm in southern Manitoba.
Our four children travel 25 kilometres
each way to school every day. We ship
our cattle across North America. Some
years are easier than others.

• Subsidies for farmers
(cost of feed, etc.)
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• Safer downtown
• Reduced business taxes
• Programs to support locally
grown food
• Focus on wait times
for surgeries
• Secure pension payments
• Reduced transit fares
for seniors

• Trade issues (exporting cattle)
• Lower gas prices
• Good rural schools

Political Experience

Other People’s View (OPV)
Completing this will:
• Remind you to consider other points of view whether you agree with them or not.
• Help you discover that there may be more than one right answer to a problem or question
by considering other people’s points of view.
• Help you understand how another person might view your point of view.
• Teach you that it is important to consider other people’s views because the way they think
and feel about the situation can be just as important as the situation itself.
1. Point of view of (name of interest group):_ ______________________________________
Possible reactions to the ad from the point of view of this interest group include:
•
•
•
2. Point of view of (name of interest group):_ ______________________________________
Possible reactions to the ad from the point of view of this interest group include:
•
•
•
3. Point of view of (name of interest group):_ ______________________________________
Possible reactions to the ad from the point of view of this interest group include:
•
•
•
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lesson 1
Learning Level 2
Teaching strategies
• Brainstorming

Related Essential Skills
Thinking

• Other People’s View (OPV)

Critical thinking

• Reflection

Information analysis (pairs)
Brainstorming

Working with others

Note: This lesson will teach learners how to examine an idea using
systematic thinking skills – applying one of Edward de Bono's thinking
tools to consider and understand other people’s view (OPV).

Interest Group
Interest Group Answer Key
Other People’s View (OPV)

Sequence of Learning
Activate
Our Rights and Freedoms:

Preparation

1. Ask learners what the term freedom of speech means to them and
record their thoughts on the board.
Possible ideas may include:
• Learning the truth
• Exercising our rights
• Expressing ourselves
2. Ask learners what the term freedom of the press means to them and
record their thoughts on the board.
Possible ideas may include:
• Expressing opinions
• Having different views available
• Knowing government events and actions
• Free from government influence

resources/materials
Instructor

A few days before class,
ask learners to look for an
advertisement (ad) about a
topic relevant to them and
bring it to the next class.
Specifically, ask learners
to choose an issue such
as school, child care, jobs,
training, etc. Ads can be
found in newspapers, on
the internet, etc.
If this activity is being done
during an election, ask
learners to bring a sample
ad from a candidate in their
electoral division.
Pre-cut the Interest Group
Instructor Resource.
Freedom of speech is the
right to express information,
ideas and opinions.
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Freedom of the press is the
right of the media to express
views and share information.
Living in a democracy
guarantees us the right to
freedom of speech and
freedom of the press.

3. Ask learners to share their opinions on what sort of freedoms are
guaranteed to Manitobans (as rights):

Based on your experience does Manitoba have:
Freedom of speech?
Freedom of the press?
SUGGESTION: If there are participants who have lived in other
countries, ask them if they would like to share their past experiences
with freedom of speech. Some of these experiences may be emotional.
4. Ask learners what sort of effect freedom of the press and freedom of
speech have on elections.
Possible answers may include:
• All voters have access to the same information.
• Candidates can speak freely.
• Voters can make informed decisions about who to vote for.
5. Remind learners that depending on our experience and background,
media can influence our ideas in different ways (viewpoint). Ask
learners, based on their experiences and backgrounds, how their
ideas are influenced.
Possible answers may include:
• Choice of media (internet and/or TV versus print)
• Age (youth, seniors, young adults)
• Education (level)
• Income (student, full-time and/or part-time job)
• Access to media (computer availability and skills)
• Where he/she lives and/or grew up (Canada or other country)
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Acquire
Candidate Platforms:
1. Share with learners that it is important to choose the candidate
that will best represent our needs, ideas and opinions. Candidates
develop platforms to share their ideas and goals with voters.
One way platforms are shared with voters is through advertising.
2. Divide the class into five groups. Ask for one member of each group
to volunteer to be the recorder for the activity.
3. Share with learners that individuals identify (share similar views)
with different interest groups.
For example, a common interest of our group (class) is school.

A candidate is an eligible
voter who is nominated to run
in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most
votes) becomes a Member of
the Legislative Assembly.
A platform is made up of
the ideas and goals of a
candidate and/or political
party. Voters learn about
platforms in order to help
them decide who to vote for.

4. Ask learners what other ‘groups’ they identify with and record their
answers on the board.
Possible answers may include:
• Parents
• New Canadians
• Youth
• Senior citizens
• Other (musicians, tradespeople, athletes)
5. Hand out the pre-cut Interest Group Instructor Resource – so that each
group has one Group Name along with one Group Description.
6. Then ask each learner group to read the description and brainstorm
a list of possible ideas (platform) their interest group would look for
in a candidate.
For example, athletes need sport facilities to play in, referees for games,
and uniforms for players. Parents needs schools and/or day care for
their children.
7. Then ask each group to brainstorm a list of questions a person from
the interest group may want to ask candidates.
For example, athletes may look for a representative who supports
community centres. Parents may look for a candidate who
supports education.
Your Power to Choose | Adult Education Guide   307

8. Ask each group to share its list with the class. Use the Interest Group
Answer Key Instructor Resource as a reference.
Personalize:
1. Individually, ask learners to brainstorm and record on a piece of paper
a list of three groups they identify with, referencing the list recorded
earlier on the board, (Acquire, point 4).
Use yourself as an example to suggest possible answers (educator,
parent, volunteer).
2. Ask learners to choose one group. Then ask each learner to individually
brainstorm and record a list of five issues that matter to him/her from
the point of view of the chosen group.
Again, use yourself as an example to suggest possible issues,
(someone who believes in the importance of adult education,
safe schools, volunteering in the community).
Possible issues may include:
• Parents – schools, day care
• New Canadians – housing, job readiness
• Youth – education support, community centres
• Senior citizens – health, housing
3. Then ask learners to brainstorm and record a list of five questions
they would want to ask candidates during an election or five things
a candidate would do to help them.
Again, use yourself as an example to suggest possible questions:
(For someone who believes in the importance of adult education,
how do you plan to keep learning centres open? For someone who
believes in volunteering, what sort of programs do you propose for
people in need of support?)
4. Ask learners to individually answer the following question:

Where could you find information about candidates’ platforms?
Possible answers may include:
• TV
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• Radio
• Internet (media and/or provincial government websites)
• Signs on buses
• Billboards
• Newspapers
5. As a class, ask learners to share their responses and create a list
on the board.

Apply
Other People’s View:
1. Ask learners to pull out the advertisement (ad) they brought and invite
them to share with the class what kind of ad they chose.
2. Ask learners to pair up with the person next to them and share with
each other:

Why he/she chose the ad
What the message of the ad is
Who the ad is aimed at (and what clues help decide this)
3. Ask each pair of learners to choose one of the two ads to study.
4. Hand out a copy of Other People’s View (OPV) Instructor Resource to
each learner.
5. Ask learners to review the list of interest groups recorded earlier on the
board and, together, agree on three different groups. Learners can write
these on their OPV page for reference.
6. In pairs, ask learners to analyze the advertisement from each of these
three points of view.
Looking at the ad from each of these points of view, ask learner pairs
to think of two to three possible reactions a person from one of these
groups may have and record these on their OPV page.
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For example, if the ad was for motorcycles, and the interest group is
senior citizens, possible reactions may include:
• Very dangerous, should not be allowed on the road
• Fond memories – had one when he/she was younger
7. Once each pair has finished, ask learners to turn over their OPV pages
and, individually, write their answers to the following questions
written on the board:

When looking at an ad from different points of view, what can be learned?
Possible answers may include:
• Past experiences affect the way a person looks at something.
• There are many ways to look at the same information.
• Other people’s viewpoints should be considered.
• There is more to be learned from an ad than what you see
at first glance.

How can this affect the way a candidate advertises?
Possible answers may include:
• Candidates need to remember to include all interest groups when
creating their ads.
• Ads may be directed at specific groups.

How can this affect voters and their decision on who to vote for?
Possible answers may include:
• Voters need to look at a number of ads to get the whole picture.
• Different types of advertisements will give different types
of information.
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Debrief

Election Experience

1. Ask learners to think about a time when they had to make a decision
but did not have all the information about the issue/event.
2. Now ask learners to think about a time when they had to make a
decision and had all the information they needed about the issue/event.
3. Then ask learners to think about the difference in the outcomes of
each of those situations.

Which situation worked out better? Why?

A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks the Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

4. Finally, ask learners to write the answer to the following question and
invite learners to share their responses with the class:

How would having all the information I need as a voter make voting a
better experience?
NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Political Experience

Interest Group
Cut out and distribute one Group Name and the corresponding Group Description to each
group of learners.
Group Name

Group Description

Parent

My name is Aisha. I am a single mom of two kids – one is 3 years
old and in day care and the other is 6 years old in grade one. I work
two part time jobs. One is minimum wage. Right now, I live with
my sister.

Student

My name is Markus. I am 30 years old. I am a student at an adult
learning centre in Thompson. I am learning how to fix computers
and will graduate next year. I have received a loan to go to school.

Small Business
Owner

My name is Carlos. My wife, Ingrid, and I run a restaurant in
downtown Winnipeg. We buy all of the food we can locally.
Our restaurant only seats 35 people, so we have started a takeout and delivery service. We now have 10 employees.

Senior Citizen

My name is Wanda. I am 85 years old. I live on my own in an
apartment downtown. My children have moved away, but I have
the help of good friends. I am still in good health, but will need hip
replacement surgery this year. Because of this I no longer drive.

Farmer

My name is Larry. My family runs a cattle farm in southern Manitoba.
Our four children travel 25 kilometres each way to school every
day. We ship our cattle across North America. Some years are easier
than others.
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Political Experience

Interest Group Answer Key
The platform ideas are examples of answers. Any and all answers are correct as long as they can be
related back to the description.
Group
Name

Group Description

Parent

My name is Aisha. I am a single mom
of two kids – one is 3 years old and in
day care and the other is 6 years old in
grade one. I work two part time jobs.
One is minimum wage. Right now, I live
with my sister.

Student

My name is Markus. I am 30 years old. I
am a student at an adult learning centre
in Thompson. I am learning how to fix
computers and will graduate next year.
I have received a loan to go to school.

Platform Ideas
• New day care programs
• Safe schools
• Higher minimum wage
• More co-op housing
• Continued funding for adult
students
• Focus on issues for the north
• New jobs in Manitoba
• Tax breaks on student loans
• Lower gas prices

Small Business
Owner

My name is Carlos. My wife, Ingrid, and I
run a restaurant in downtown Winnipeg.
We buy all of the food we can locally.
Our restaurant only seats 35 people, so
we have started a take-out and delivery
service. We now have 10 employees.

• Assisted living for seniors

Senior
Citizen

My name is Wanda. I am 85 years old.
I live on my own in an apartment
downtown. My children have moved
away, but I have the help of good
friends. I am still in good health, but will
need hip replacement surgery this year.
Because of this I no longer drive.
My name is Larry. My family runs a
cattle farm in southern Manitoba. Our
four children travel 25 kilometres each
way to school every day. We ship our
cattle across North America. Some years
are easier than others.

• Subsidies for farmers
(cost of feed, etc.)

Farmer
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• Safer downtown
• Reduced business taxes
• Programs to support locally
grown food
• Focus on wait times for
surgeries
• Secure pension payments
• Reduced transit fares
for seniors

• Trade issues (exporting cattle)
• Lower gas prices
• Good rural schools

Political Experience

Other People’s View (OPV)
Completing this will:
• Remind you to consider other points of view whether you agree with them or not.
• Help you discover that there may be more than one right answer to a problem or question
by considering other people’s points of view.
• Help you understand how another person might view your point of view.
• Teach you that it is important to consider other people’s views because the way they think
and feel about the situation can be just as important as the situation itself.
1. Point of view of (name of interest group):_ ______________________________________
Possible reactions to the ad from the point of view of this interest group include:
•
•
•
2. Point of view of (name of interest group):_ ______________________________________
Possible reactions to the ad from the point of view of this interest group include:
•
•
•
3. Point of view of (name of interest group):_ ______________________________________
Possible reactions to the ad from the point of view of this interest group include:
•
•
•
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lesson 1
Learning Level 3
Teaching strategies
• Brainstorming

Related Essential Skills
Thinking

• Other People’s View (OPV)

Critical thinking

• Reflection

Information analysis
(individual)
Brainstorming

Working with others

Note: This lesson will teach learners how to examine an idea using
systematic thinking skills – applying one of Edward de Bono's thinking
tools to consider and understand other people’s view (OPV).

Sequence of Learning

Interest Group
Interest Group Answer Key
Other People’s View (OPV)

Activate
Our Rights and Freedoms:
1. Ask learners what the term freedom of speech means to them and
record their thoughts on the board.
Possible ideas may include:
• Learning the truth
• Exercising our rights
• Expressing ourselves
2. Ask learners what the term freedom of the press means to them and
record their thoughts on the board.
Possible ideas may include:
• Expressing opinions
• Having different views available
• Knowing government events and actions
• Free from government influence

resources/materials
Instructor

Preparation
A few days before class,
ask learners to look for an
advertisement (ad) about a
topic relevant to them and
bring it to the next class.
Specifically, ask learners
to choose an issue such
as school, child care, jobs,
training, etc. Ads can be
found in newspapers, on
the internet, etc.
If this activity is being done
during an election, ask
learners to bring in a sample
ad from a candidate in their
electoral division.
Pre-cut the Interest Group
Instructor Resource.
Freedom of speech is the
right to express information,
ideas and opinions.
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Freedom of the press is the
right of the media to express
views and share information.
Living in a democracy
guarantees us the right to
freedom of speech and
freedom of the press.

3. Ask learners to share their opinions on what sort of freedoms are
guaranteed to Manitobans (as rights):

Based on your experience, does Manitoba have:
Freedom of the press?
Freedom of speech?
SUGGESTION: If there are participants who have lived in other
countries, ask them if they would like to share their past experiences
with freedom of speech. Some of these experiences may be emotional.
4. Remind learners that depending on our experience and background,
media can influence our ideas in different ways (viewpoint). Ask
learners, based on their experiences and backgrounds, how their
ideas are influenced.
Possible answers may include:
• Choice of media (internet and/or TV versus print)
• Age (youth, seniors, young adults)
• Education (level)
• Income (student, full-time and/or part-time job)
• Access to media (computer availability and skills)
• Where he/she lives and/or grew up (Canada or other country)
5. Share with learners that we live in a democracy. Living in a democracy
guarantees us the right to freedom of speech and freedom of the press.
6. On a blank piece of paper, ask learners to record their responses to the
following questions written on the board:

What would an election look like without freedom of speech and
freedom of the press?
Possible ideas may include:
• Without freedom of the press, it would be hard to be an
informed voter.
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• Without freedom of speech, candidates and voters would not
be able to openly discuss topics and issues of their choice during
an election.

How do freedom of the press and freedom of speech help us as voters
during an election?
Possible ideas may include:
• Freedom of the press gives us a variety of information on issues.
• As voters, ideas and issues important to us are not censored.
• As candidates, freedom of speech allows for fair debates and
campaigning.
• All voters have access to the same information.
• Voters can make an informed decision on who to vote for.
7. Ask learners to pair up and share their answers. Encourage learners
to add any new ideas learned from their partner.
8. Then ask learner pairs to share their ideas with the class, without
repetition.

Acquire
Candidate Platforms:
1. Share with learners that it is important to choose the candidate
that will best represent our needs, ideas and opinions. Candidates
develop platforms to share their ideas and goals with voters. One way
platforms are shared is through advertising.
2. Divide the class into five groups. Ask for one group member to
volunteer to be the recorder for the activity.
3. Share with learners that individuals identify (share similar views)
with different interest groups.
For example, a common interest of our group (class) is school.

A candidate is an eligible
voter who is nominated to
run in an election. The
successful candidate
(receives the most votes)
becomes a Member of the
Legislative Assembly.
A platform is made up of
the ideas and goals of a
candidate and/or political
party. Voters learn about
platforms in order to help
them decide who to vote for.

4. Ask learners what other ‘groups’ they identify with and record their
answers on the board.
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Possible answers may include:
• Parents
• New Canadians
• Youth
• Senior citizens
• Other (musicians, tradespeople, athletes)
5. Hand out the pre-cut Interest Group Instructor Resource – so that each
group has one Group Name along with one Group Description.
6. Then ask each learner group to read the description and brainstorm a list of
possible ideas (platform) the interest group would look for in a candidate.
For example, athletes need sport facilities to play in, referees for games,
and uniforms for players. Parents needs schools and/or day care for
their children.
7. Then ask each group to brainstorm a list of questions a person from
the interest group may want to ask candidates.
For example, athletes may look for a representative who supports
community centres. Parents may look for a candidate who supports
education.
8. Finally, ask each group to brainstorm a list of possible sources of
information that their interest group would have access to.
9. Each group can then take turns presenting their findings to the rest
of the class. Use the Interest Group Answer Key Instructor Resource
as a reference.
Personalize:
1. Individually, ask learners to brainstorm and record on a blank piece
of paper a list of three groups they identify with, referencing the list
recorded earlier on the board (Acquire, point 4).
Use yourself as an example to suggest possible answers (educator,
parent, volunteer).
2. Ask learners to choose one group. Ask each learner to individually
brainstorm and record a list of five issues that matter to him/her from
the point of view of the chosen group.
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Again, use yourself as an example to suggest possible issues (someone
who believes in the importance of adult education, safe schools,
volunteering in the community).
Possible issues may include:
• Parents – schools, day care
• New Canadians – housing, job readiness
• Youth – education support, community centres
• Senior citizens – health, housing
3. Then ask learners to brainstorm and record a list of five questions
they would want to ask candidates during an election or five things
a candidate would do to help them.
Again, use yourself as an example to suggest possible questions:
(For someone who believes in the importance of adult education,
how do you plan to keep learning centres open? For someone who
believes in volunteering, what sort of programs do you propose for
people in need of support?).
4. Ask learners to individually answer the following question:

Where could you look for information about a candidate’s platform
during an election?
Possible answers may include:
• TV
• Radio
• Internet (media and/or provincial government websites)
• Billboards
• Signs on buses
• Newspapers
5. As a class, ask learners to share their responses. Create a list on
the board.
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Apply
Other People’s View:
1. Ask learners to pull out the advertisement that they brought and invite
learners to share with the class what kind of ad they chose.
2. Hand out a copy of Other People’s View (OPV) Instructor Resource to
each learner.
3. Ask learners to review the list of interest groups recorded earlier on
the board and, as a class, agree on three different groups. Learners can
write these interest groups on their OPVs for reference.
4. Ask learners to analyze the advertisement from each of these three
points of view.
Looking at the ad from each of these points of view, ask learners to
individually think of two to three possible reactions a person from
one of these groups may have and record these on their OPV page.
For example, if the ad was for motorcycles, and the interest group is
senior citizens, possible reactions may include:
• Very dangerous, should not be allowed on the road
• Fond memories – had one when he/she was younger
5. Ask learners to pair up with the person next to them and then share
with each other:
• Why he/she chose to bring the ad
• What the message of the ad is
• Who the ad is aimed at (and what clues help decide this)
6. Ask each pair to share with each other the reactions brainstormed for
each interest group.
7. Once each pair has finished, ask learners to turn over their OPV pages
and, individually, write their answers to the following questions
written on the board:

When looking at an ad from different points of view, what can
be learned?

322   Phase 3 | Political Experience

Possible answers may include:
• Past experiences affect the way a person looks at something.
• There are many ways to look at the same information.
• Other people’s viewpoints should be considered.
• There is more to be learned from an ad than what you see at
first glance.

How can this affect the way a candidate advertises?
Possible answers may include:
• Candidates need to remember to include all interest groups when
creating their ads.
• Different ads need to be made to get out different messages.
• Ads may be directed at specific groups.

How can this affect voters and their decision on who to vote for?
Possible answers may include:
• Voters need to look at a number of ads to get the whole picture.
• Different types of advertisements will give different types of
information.

Debrief

Election Experience

1. Ask learners to think about a time when they had to make a decision
but did not have all the information about the issue/event.

A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.

2. Now ask learners to think about a time when they had to make
a decision and had all the information they needed about the
issue/event.
3. Then ask learners to think about the difference in the outcomes of
each of those situations.

An election trivia board game
called “X Marks the Spot ”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

Which situation worked out better? Why?
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4. Finally, ask learners to write the answer to the following question and
invite learners to share their responses with the class.

How would having all the information you need as a voter make your
voting experience better?
NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Political Experience

Interest Group
Cut out and distribute one Group Name and the corresponding Group Description to each
group of learners.
Group Name

Group Description

Parent

My name is Aisha. I am a single mom of two kids – one is 3 years
old and in day care and the other is 6 years old in grade one. I work
two part time jobs. One is minimum wage. Right now, I live with
my sister.

Student

My name is Markus. I am 30 years old. I am a student at an adult
learning centre in Thompson. I am learning how to fix computers
and will graduate next year. I have received a loan to go to school.

Small Business
Owner

My name is Carlos. My wife, Ingrid, and I run a restaurant in
downtown Winnipeg. We buy all of the food we can locally.
Our restaurant only seats 35 people, so we have started a takeout and delivery service. We now have 10 employees.

Senior Citizen

My name is Wanda. I am 85 years old. I live on my own in an
apartment downtown. My children have moved away, but I have
the help of good friends. I am still in good health, but will need hip
replacement surgery this year. Because of this I no longer drive.

Farmer

My name is Larry. My family runs a cattle farm in southern Manitoba.
Our four children travel 25 kilometres each way to school every
day. We ship our cattle across North America. Some years are easier
than others.
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Political Experience

Interest Group Answer Key
The platform ideas are examples of answers. Any and all answers are correct as long as they can be
related back to the description.
Group
Name

Group Description

Parent

My name is Aisha. I am a single mom
of two kids – one is 3 years old and in
day care and the other is 6 years old in
grade one. I work two part time jobs.
One is minimum wage. Right now, I live
with my sister.

Student

My name is Markus. I am 30 years old. I
am a student at an adult learning centre
in Thompson. I am learning how to fix
computers and will graduate next year.
I have received a loan to go to school.

Platform Ideas
• New day care programs
• Safe schools
• Higher minimum wage
• More co-op housing
• Continued funding for adult
students
• Focus on issues for the north
• New jobs in Manitoba
• Tax breaks on student loans
• Lower gas prices

Small Business
Owner

My name is Carlos. My wife, Ingrid, and I
run a restaurant in downtown Winnipeg.
We buy all of the food we can locally.
Our restaurant only seats 35 people, so
we have started a take-out and delivery
service. We now have 10 employees.

• Assisted living for seniors

Senior
Citizen

My name is Wanda. I am 85 years old.
I live on my own in an apartment
downtown. My children have moved
away, but I have the help of good
friends. I am still in good health, but will
need hip replacement surgery this year.
Because of this I no longer drive.
My name is Larry. My family runs a
cattle farm in southern Manitoba. Our
four children travel 25 kilometres each
way to school every day. We ship our
cattle across North America. Some years
are easier than others.

• Subsidies for farmers
(cost of feed, etc.)

Farmer
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• Safer downtown
• Reduced business taxes
• Programs to support locally
grown food
• Focus on wait times for
surgeries
• Secure pension payments
• Reduced transit fares
for seniors

• Trade issues (exporting cattle)
• Lower gas prices
• Good rural schools

Political Experience

Other People's View (OPV)
Completing this will:
• Remind you to consider other points of view whether you agree with them or not.
• Help you discover that there may be more than one right answer to a problem or question
by considering other people’s points of view.
• Help you understand how another person might view your point of view.
• Teach you that it is important to consider other people’s views because the way they think
and feel about the situation can be just as important as the situation itself.
1. Point of view of (name of interest group):_ ______________________________________
Possible reactions to the ad from the point of view of this interest group include:
•
•
•
2. Point of view of (name of interest group):_ ______________________________________
Possible reactions to the ad from the point of view of this interest group include:
•
•
•
3. Point of view of (name of interest group):_ ______________________________________
Possible reactions to the ad from the point of view of this interest group include:
•
•
•
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lesson 2

Knowledge is Power
Introductory Activity

Related Essential Skills
Document use

All Learning Levels

Analysis

Oral communication

Goal

Brainstorming

Learners will identify various sources of information and the impact this
has on campaigning during an election.

Problem solving
Finding information

Thinking

Note: This lesson will teach learners how to examine an idea using
systematic thinking skills – applying one of Edward de Bono's thinking
tools to distinguish plus, minus and interesting facts (PMI).

class 1:

Writing
Reflection

Resources/Materials
Instructor
Plus, Minus, Interesting (PMI)

Activate

Learner

1. Share with learners that information during an election is available
through many sources.
2. Ask learners to brainstorm a list of ways (sources/places) information
is found, and record answers on the board.

Election Information at
a Glance

Preparation
This activity will take two
classes to complete.

Possible answers may include:
• TV

A candidate is an eligible
voter who is nominated
to run in an election.
The successful candidate
(receives the most votes)
becomes a Member of
the Legislative Assembly.

• Radio
• Newspaper
• Internet
3. Share with learners that these sources of information can generally
be grouped into two main categories during an election period:
• Category 1 Paid – Candidates and/or political parties run
advertisements in different media as well as distribute
printed material.

A political party is an
organization of like-minded
voters. One of its purposes
is to nominate and support
candidates during an
election.
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For example, paid media includes:
-- Brochures provided at your home, events, etc.
Did You Know: The amount
a candidate can spend is
determined by the number
of names on the voters list.
This amount is the same
for each candidate within
an electoral division. This
ensures the electoral process
is fair and accessible.

-- Signs on buses
-- Commercials on TV or radio
-- Advertisements in newspapers
• Category 2 Unpaid – News media report on campaign issues
and events.
For example, unpaid media includes:
-- TV/Radio news
-- Blogs/On-line forums
-- Newspaper stories
4. As a class, review the list of sources of information created at the
beginning of class and decide if they are a paid or unpaid. If they
are paid, write the letter ‘P’ beside the source or if unpaid, write
the letter ‘U’.

Extended Learning
The appendices “Election
Information at a Glance”
provide learners with a
summary of reference
material, definitions and
facts found in Phase 3.

Election experience
A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks The Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

Debrief
1. Pose the following questions written on the board to learners and
discuss as a class:

What are the benefits of receiving information during an election
through paid media?
Possible answers may include:
• Clearly represents the candidate’s platform
• Provides an uninterrupted message and focussed viewpoint

What are some limitations of receiving information during an election
through paid media?
Possible answers may include:
• Presents a singular, one-sided viewpoint
• Presents only the strengths (positives) of a candidate’s platform,
not the weaknesses (negatives)
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What are the benefits of receiving information during an election
through unpaid media?
Possible answers may include:
• Presents a variety of viewpoints
• Promotes a balanced viewpoint

What are the limitations of receiving information during an
election through unpaid media?
Possible answers may include:
• Focus on negative to create interest
• May not represent the candidate’s platform accurately
2. Ask learners to think about an issue that's important to them, and
bring information about the topic to the next class (see Preparation,
Class 2).

class 2:

Preparation

Activate
1. To begin class, reference the sample advertisements or news articles
learners have brought to class by asking learners to discuss the
following two questions:

Where did you find the information (newspaper, internet,
brochure, etc.)?
Recalling the two main categories of information discussed
in the previous class, is this information:
Paid?
or Unpaid?
2. Write the following questions on the board and ask learners
to individually look at the examples they chose and think about
the following:

A few days prior to Class 2,
ask learners to choose
either an advertisement
or news article to bring
to the next class:
• During an election –
bring in information about
a candidate running in
the election.
• Not during an election –
bring in information about
a topic chosen at the end
of Class 1 which focuses
on an issue relevant to
the learners (health care,
smoking, education, etc.).

Why did you choose this?
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What is the main message? What words/phrases/pictures
suggest this?
Who is the message aimed at (youth, seniors, parents, etc.)?
3. Divide learners into groups and ask them to talk about their
example with their group, using the questions on the board.
4. Once completed, hand out one copy of the Plus, Minus, Interesting
(PMI) Instructor Resource to each group.
5. Now ask learners to discuss the examples of information
(ads, news articles). Ask learners to choose one person to be
the recorder in their group and write down the main points
from the discussion.
6. Invite each group to select one example and share the Plus, Minus
and Interesting points with the class.
Extended Learning
The appendices “Election
Information at a Glance”
provide learners with a
summary of reference
material, definitions and
facts found in Phase 3.

Election experience
A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks The Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

Debrief
1. Write the following questions on the board and ask learners to
answer them either as a class or individually, on a piece of paper –
whichever is appropriate:

What did you learn by looking at your example?
What did you learn by looking at all the examples in your group?
If you only looked at one, would your decision be different? How?
If you look at all media sources, would your decision be different? How?
After seeing different types of information, which would you use
to get information about candidates? Why?
2. If answering individually, invite learners to share their responses once
completed. If answering as a class, record responses on the board.
SUGGESTION: Invite a member of the media ( journalist) to be a
guest speaker in your class. Try contacting a local community
newspaper and ask learners to prepare a list of questions about
the journalist’s experiences working during an election period.
Possible questions may include:

How did you gather your information?
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What information is important in order to provide complete and
factual coverage during an election?
Note: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Plus, Minus, Interesting (PMI)
Review the advertisement or news article, using the following three points of view.
Completing this will:
• Help you think of the positive, negative and interesting aspects of the information piece.
• Allow you to make judgments based on a careful/thorough evaluation and not on your
emotions at that moment in time.
•
Plus
(positive/
what you like)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Minus
(negative/what
you don't like)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Interesting
(what you find
interesting)

•
•
•
•
•
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Election Information at a Glance
This information is a summary of Phase 3 and can be distributed at the end of any Phase 3 lesson.

1. Election Reference
Voters
• To be eligible to vote in a Manitoba provincial election, voters must:
-- Be at least 18 years old on election day
-- Be Canadian citizens
-- Have lived in Manitoba for six months before the election

Candidates
• To run in an election, candidates:
-- Must be eligible to vote
-- Do not need to live in the electoral division in which they are running
-- Can run as an independent or for a political party
-- Can withdraw anytime before election day

Political parties
• To register a political party name, the party must file an application with Elections Manitoba
including financial statements in order to:
-- Issue income tax receipts for contributions
-- Have party name appear on the ballot with the name of its candidate
-- Protect name from use by other parties wanting to register with a similar name

2. Election Definitions
• An election is a process by which eligible voters choose (by voting) who represents them in
government.
• A returning officer is the person hired by Elections Manitoba to manage the election
activities in each of the 57 electoral divisions.
• The voters list is the list created through enumeration. It is used during the election to track
that each voter only votes once. It is also used to determine spending limits for candidates
during an election campaign.

336   Learner Resource | Appendix P3-L2-2

Political Experience

Election Information at a Glance
• A candidate is an eligible voter who is nominated to run in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most votes) becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.
• The province is made up of 57 electoral divisions, all of which are represented within a
structure called the provincial government. The role of the provincial government is to
represent all Manitoba citizens.
• The Premier is the head of the provincial government. Before an election, each political
party chooses a leader. The leader of the political party that has the most candidates elected
becomes the Premier.
• When a candidate is elected, he/she becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly
(commonly referred to as an MLA). There are 57 Members of the Legislative Assembly – one
per electoral division. His/Her job is to represent the voters’ needs within the government.
• A political party is an organization of like-minded voters. One of its purposes is to nominate
and support candidates during an election.
• A party member is a person belonging to and supporting a specific political party.
• A campaign is a candidate’s plan of how he/she intends to win the election.
• A scrutineer is a volunteer who represents the candidate at voting places and at the review of
the voters list (revision).
• A campaign manager is a candidate’s right hand person who manages the “business” of the
campaign (office space, supplies, events, volunteers, media, etc.).
• An official agent manages the finances/money of a candidate (purchasing, budgets, bills,
spending limits, etc.).
• Freedom of speech is the right to express information, ideas and opinions.
• Freedom of the press is the right of the media to express views and share information.
Living in a democracy guarantees us the right to freedom of speech and freedom of the press.
• A fact is a statement based on something known to be true or to have happened. It is
something that can be proven with evidence.
• An opinion is a personal view, thought or feeling.
• A platform is made up of the ideas and goals of a candidate and/or political party. Voters
learn about platforms in order to help them decide who to vote for.
Learner Resource | Appendix P3-L2-3   337

Political Experience

Election Information at a Glance
• Democracy is a type of government in which eligible voters are free to choose who will
represent them by voting in regularly held elections. Canada (Manitoba) is a democracy;
our elections are run in a free, fair and safe way.

3. Did You Know?
• In order for a voter to become a candidate, he/she must first be nominated. The nomination
process includes gathering signatures of 100 eligible voters within the electoral division in
which he/she wishes to be a candidate.
• In the past, there was a fee to be nominated as a candidate. Now, there is no cost,
ensuring fairness.
• The amount a candidate can spend is determined by the number of names on the voters list.
This amount is the same for each candidate within an electoral division. This ensures that the
election process is fair and accessible.

4. Election Facts
• To vote in a Manitoba provincial election (to be eligible to vote), you must be at least 18 years
old on election day, a Canadian citizen, and live in Manitoba for six months before the election.
• All Manitobans who meet the eligibility criteria have the right to vote. The only person who
can’t vote is the Chief Electoral Officer (head of Elections Manitoba).
• Manitoba's eligibility criteria exist, in part, because:
-- By I8, a person is legally an adult.
-- As a citizen of Canada, a person shares in the rights and privileges citizenship offers –
including the responsibilities that go with it.
-- Having lived in Manitoba for at least six months provides time to learn about provincial
and community issues.
• Laws about Manitoba's elections (including eligibility criteria) are created by the provincial
government and carried out by Elections Manitoba.
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lesson 2

Making Sense of It All
Lesson Two of Three

Presentation
Rationale defending

All Learning Levels

Thinking
Critical thinking
Finding information

lesson outcomes

Working with others

Learners will experience how to use systematic thinking skills
to understand:
• Evaluation of issues from all sides

Computer use
Research
Presentation (group)

Learning Levels 1, 2 and 3 (Combined)
This lesson uses one of Edward de Bono’s thinking tools, Six Thinking Hats,
which is applicable to all learning levels.

Resources/Materials
Instructor
Thinking Hats Description
Cards
Video clip or news article
Computer/TV and DVD player

PREPARATION

Teaching Strategies
• de Bono’s Six Thinking Hats
• Discussion

Sequence of Learning
Activate
Discussion:
1. Divide the class into small groups and ask learners to talk about a time
when they had to make an important decision and:

• Did not have the information they needed.

Discussion
Information analysis

Writing

• Value of informed decision making

• Had the information they needed.

Related Essential Skills
Oral communication

Before the class, choose a
video clip (no longer than 10
minutes) or a news article
on a subject relevant to
learners (education, health
care, smoking, etc.).
Videos and articles can be
found through your library or
from websites including:
• CBC – www.cbc.ca/
• YouTube – www.youtube.com/
During an election, encourage
learners to use these
techniques to review electionrelated material.
Pre-cut the Thinking Hats
Description Cards.
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2. Regroup as a class and ask learners to identify the difference between
having the information and not having the information.
Possible differences may include:
• Making a decision with information – confident, empowered,
prepared, had choices (played active role in decision)
• Making a decision without information – unsure, unprepared, had
limited/no options (played passive role in decision)

Acquire
Gathering Information:
An election is a process by
which eligible voters choose
(by voting) who represents
them in government.
To be an eligible voter in a
Manitoba provincial election,
you must:
• Be at least 18 years old
on election day
• Be a Canadian citizen
• Have lived in Manitoba
for six months before
the election

1. Ask learners if anyone has been involved in an election and share how
they were involved. If they were involved as a voter, ask learners to
share their experience.
SUGGESTION: If there are participants who have lived in other
countries, ask them if they would like to share their past experiences
with elections. Some of these experiences may be emotional.
2. Now pose the following scenario to the class:

An election is going to be held in Manitoba. What questions do you
need answered to help you vote?
Possible questions may include:
• Can I vote?
• What kind of election is it?

A candidate is an eligible
voter who is nominated to run
in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most
votes) becomes a Member of
the Legislative Assembly.
A platform is made up of
the ideas and goals of a
candidate and/or political
party. Voters learn about
platforms in order to help
them decide who to vote for.

• When is the election?
• How do I vote?
• Where do I vote?
• Who are the candidates?
• What are the candidates’ ideas on the issues (platform)?
3. Show learners a video clip or distribute a news article on an issue
relevant to them. Then review/read material as a class and ask learners
to identify any words or phrases they don't understand. Brainstorm
definitions and meanings as a class. Ask them to think about how they
feel about the issue and form an opinion while looking at the material.
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4. After completing this activity, invite learners to share their opinions on
the issue and provide a rationale.
de Bono’s Six Thinking Hats:
1. Divide learners into five or six groups and hand out a Thinking Hats
Description Card to each group. Advise learners that they will need
paper and pens/pencils as well.
Each group will represent the assigned hat colours as follows:
• White Hat Group: Look for the facts
• Red Hat Group: Identify emotional reactions
• Black Hat Group: Look for the negative points
• Yellow Hat Group: Look for the positive points
• Green Hat Group: List creative solutions
• Blue Hat Group (optional depending on learning level):
Summarize comments
2. Show the video or read the article together again as a class and
ask learners to individually make notes specific to their hat colour.
3. Ask each group to come together and create and record a master list
that represents its hat colour.
4. Invite a volunteer from each group to present the findings to the class.
NOTE: If the Blue Hat Group is not used, summarize the findings
for the class.
5. Poll the class again to see if opinions have changed since first watching
the video or reading the article. If so, how have they changed? Why?

Apply
Issue Analysis and Evaluation:
1. Divide the class into several groups and ask each group to choose
(or provide) an issue from a past or present election, such as day
care services, education, housing, jobs, etc.
2. Ask learners to use the computer and find either a video clip or news
article on the subject.
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3. Ask groups to evaluate their issue using the Six Thinking Hats method
and present their evaluation to the class.
4. Learners can present their analysis in a format appropriate to the
learning level.
Possible format choices may include:
• Group presentation or one volunteer presenter from each group with:
-- Information memorized or read from cue cards
-- Information presented orally along with visual aids
-- Presentation written and provided to the instructor and/or
to the class
Election Experience
A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks the Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

Debrief
1. Discuss how this method of thinking may benefit voters during
an election. Record responses on the board.
Possible situations may include helping voters to:
• Gather all the information needed
• Separate facts from opinions
• Look at the information from different points of view
• Figure out what’s important (filter relevant information)
• Examine information and create their own point of view
• Make informed decisions
2. Ask learners to write down an issue that matters to them and analyze
it using this method.
Suggestion: This can be used for future reference or handed in as an
assignment (depending on learning levels).
Note: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Thinking Hats Description Cards

White Hat Group:

Red Hat Group:

Black Hat Group:

Look for the facts. Look at the
information and identify what
concrete knowledge (facts)
you can take away from it.

Use only feeling, gut reaction
and emotions to come up
with all the problems
surrounding the issue.

Look for only the negative
points. Be cautious
and defensive in your thinking.
Point out only the weak
points of the issue.

Yellow Hat Group:

Green Hat Group:

Blue Hat Group:

Think positively. Be optimistic
(positive), looking for
advantages and value.
Point out only the strengths
of the issue.

List solutions to the problem
and be creative about it.
Don’t worry about criticism –
all ideas are good ideas.

Provide a summary of
all the comments made
after each group has shared
its findings.
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lesson 3

Making Informed Decisions
Introductory Activity

Related Essential Skills
Oral communication

All Learning Levels

Discussion

Reading

Goal

Comprehension

Learners will examine information from the points of view of a voter and
a candidate, and learn how to make informed decisions.

Decision making
Finding information

Thinking

NOTE: This activity will teach learners how to examine an idea using
systematic thinking skills – applying one of Edward de Bono’s thinking
tools to consider all factors (CAF).

Working with others
Consensus building (pairs)
Information analysis

Activate

Resources/Materials
Instructor

1. To begin class, ask learners to record their answers to the following
question on a piece of paper:

Learner

Meet Your Candidate
Consider All Factors (CAF)
Election Information
at a Glance

What steps did you take to enroll in this class?
Possible steps should:
• Start with the reason for taking the class, and
• End with attending the first day.
2. Ask learners to pair up, share their lists and ask questions of their
partner.
3. As a class, create a master list of steps taken, and record on the board.
4. Ask learners to pair up with their previous partner. Write the following
question on the board next to the master list and ask each pair to
come up with one answer:
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How did taking these steps help you choose the correct class?
Possible answers may include:
• Taking these steps ensures that:
-- I qualify to enroll in the class (eligibility criteria).
-- I have what I need to participate (prepared).
-- I know what to do once I’m in class (role).
-- I have made the right decision (options analyzed).
-- I know my goal will be met (empowered).
To be an eligible voter in a
Manitoba provincal election,
you must:
• Be at least 18 years old
on election day
• Be a Canadian citizen
• Have lived in Manitoba
for six months before
the election
An election is a process by
which eligible voters choose
(by voting) who represents
them in government.

5. Next, ask learners to brainstorm a list of factors considered as a voter
when choosing to vote. Record steps on the board.
The list should:
• Begin with deciding to participate in the election, and
• End with the act of voting.
Possible actions a voter takes may include learning:
• Who can vote
• When to vote
• Where to vote
• How to vote
• Who to vote for

A platform is made of
the ideas and goals of a
candidate and/or political
party. Voters learn about
candidate platforms in order
to help them decide who to
vote for.

• What issues are important (platform)
6. Ask learners to pair up, and share their lists with their partner.
7. Once completed, as a class, create a master list of actions and record
on the board.
8. Then write the following question on the board:

How do these actions help me as a voter?
Ask learners to return to their partner and come to an agreement
on one answer.
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9. Regroup as a class and ask pairs to volunteer their ideas. Write learners’
responses on the board.
Possible ideas may include:
• It's easier to participate in the election process when I know what,
when, how and where to vote (know the FACTS).
• I feel more confident participating when I know the issues and the
candidates (can make an informed decision and form an OPINION).
Fact and Opinion:
1. Share with the class that these represent two different kinds of
information that are important when making a decision. For example,
when enrolling in this class, learners gathered the information needed
to enroll and be prepared for class (facts). Then based on these facts
(and other information), learners were able to form an opinion.
Now, together with facts and an opinion, learners were able to make an
informed decision.
FACT + OPINION = INFORMED DECISION
2. As a class, discuss the difference between fact and opinion and record
the differences on the board.
Possible differences may include:
• Can the statement be proven? If yes, it is a fact.
• Is the statement a point of view (interpretation)?
If yes, it is an opinion.
3. Ask learners to brainstorm sample statements for each (fact and opinion).
Possible fact statements may include:

A fact is a statement based
on something known to be
true or to have happened.
It is something that can be
proven with evidence.
An opinion is a personal view,
thought or feeling.

• The temperature in Winnipeg on December 17th, 2009 at noon
was -8 Celsius.
• The distance between Brandon and Thompson is 958 km.
Possible opinion statements may include:
• The temperature in Winnipeg on December 17th, 2009 felt very
warm for this time of year.
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• I love to drive from Brandon to Thompson because of all the places
to see along the way.
Consider All Factors:
1. Hand out copies of Meet Your Candidate Instructor Resource to each
learner.
2. Ask learners to regroup in pairs, review the ad and discuss what
information is fact and what is opinion. Ask learners to record their
findings on a piece of paper.
3. Regroup as a class and invite learner pairs to share their findings.
Create a master list of these findings on the board.
List may include the following:
Under Fact, content that deals with:
• What the ad is about – meet candidate, running in the Baylis
Electoral Division, upcoming provincial election
• Why the event is happening – discuss issues (education, day care,
drinking and driving, community centres)
• Who will attend – Linda Mitchell, independent candidate, 35 years
old, parent of two children, grade 9 teacher, volunteer referee
• Where the event is – Joe Bird Community Centre
• When the event happens – October 7, 2021, starting 7:00 pm
Under Opinion, content that deals with:
• Position on issues – supports lifelong learning for adults, sees
importance of before and after school programs, proposes
designated driver programs, sees community centres as valuable
for children
Share with learners that the words and phrases used by the candidate
about her stand on issues are important as well.
For example, point out the quotes:
• Lifelong learning for adults is important.
• Before and after school programs are important.
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• Designated driver programs make for better drivers.
• All kids need a place to play.
Also point out how other words and phrases in the ad are used to
create an opinion about the event. For example:
• Meet Your Candidate, free coffee and dessert, issues important to
your community, your chance to speak
4. Now hand out a copy of the Consider All Factors (CAF) Instructor
Resource. Ask each learner to use the master list of facts and opinions
recorded on the board earlier to complete the CAF.
5. Regroup as a class and ask learners to share their findings. Then ask
learners the following question:

Would you go to the ‘Meet Your Candidate’ event? Why or why not?

Debrief

Extended Learning

1. Pose the following question to learners:

Possible answers may include:

The appendices “Election
Information at a Glance”
provide learners with a
summary of reference
material, definitions and
facts found in Phase 3.

• Knowing how to:

Election experience

During an election, why is it important for you to understand the value
of and difference between fact-based and opinion-based information?

-- Recognize different types of information provides the full picture
-- ‘Filter’ information helps with decision making
-- Make decisions (based on the type of information) makes
participation easier
Note: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.

A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks The Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.
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Meet Your Candidate

Meet Your Candidate
Linda Mitchell, independent candidate for Baylis Electoral Division
in the upcoming provincial election
Join Linda at the Joe Bird Community Centre on October 7, 2021 for free coffee and dessert.
Here is your chance to speak face to face with Ms. Mitchell and learn more
about her position on issues important to your community.
Find out about her stand on:
Education – “Lifelong learning for adults is important.”
Day Care – “Before and after school programs are important.”
Drinking and Driving – “Designated driver programs make for better drivers.”
Community Centres – “All kids need a place to play.”
Linda Mitchell is a 35-year-old mother of two. She teaches grade 9 at N.T. Know High School,
enjoys golf and curling, and is a volunteer referee for community soccer.
Doors open at 7:00 pm.
Babysitting available.

See you there!
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Consider All Factors (CAF)
Completing this will help you:
• Before you choose, decide or plan.
• Consider all the factors first and then choose the ones that matter most.
• Discover that asking someone else for other factors may help you remember ones you
left out (or someone else left out).
• Consider all the factors not just the ones that are most obvious.
• Discover that sometimes forgetting to consider an important factor may change your
answer or view.
1. What facts and opinions will help you decide whether or not to attend the Meet Your
Candidate event?
Facts:
•
•
•
•
Opinions:
•
•
•
•
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Consider All Factors (CAF)
2. What information will you take into consideration when coming to a decision on whether or
not to attend?
These pieces of information are the factors that are most important to you.
Factors:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Election Information at a Glance
This information is a summary of Phase 3 and can be distributed at the end of any Phase 3 lesson.

1. Election Reference
Voters
• To be eligible to vote in a Manitoba provincial election, voters must:
-- Be at least 18 years old on election day
-- Be Canadian citizens
-- Have lived in Manitoba for six months before the election

Candidates
• To run in an election, candidates:
-- Must be eligible to vote
-- Do not need to live in the electoral division in which they are running
-- Can run as an independent or for a political party
-- Can withdraw anytime before election day

Political parties
• To register a political party name, the party must file an application with Elections Manitoba
including financial statements in order to:
-- Issue income tax receipts for contributions
-- Have party name appear on the ballot with the name of its candidate
-- Protect name from use by other parties wanting to register with a similar name

2. Election Definitions
• An election is a process by which eligible voters choose (by voting) who represents them in
government.
• A returning officer is the person hired by Elections Manitoba to manage the election activities
in each of the 57 electoral divisions.
• The voters list is the list created through enumeration. It is used during the election to track
that each voter only votes once. It is also used to determine spending limits for candidates
during an election campaign.
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Election Information at a Glance
• A candidate is an eligible voter who is nominated to run in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most votes) becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.
• The province is made up of 57 electoral divisions, all of which are represented within a
structure called the provincial government. The role of the provincial government is to
represent all Manitoba citizens.
• The Premier is the head of the provincial government. Before an election, each political
party chooses a leader. The leader of the political party that has the most candidates elected
becomes the Premier.
• When a candidate is elected, he/she becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly
(commonly referred to as an MLA). There are 57 Members of the Legislative Assembly – one
per electoral division. His/Her job is to represent the voters’ needs within the government.
• A political party is an organization of like-minded voters. One of its purposes is to nominate
and support candidates during an election.
• A party member is a person belonging to and supporting a specific political party.
• A campaign is a candidate’s plan of how he/she intends to win the election.
• A scrutineer is a volunteer who represents the candidate at voting places and at the review of
the voters list (revision).
• A campaign manager is a candidate’s right hand person who manages the “business” of the
campaign (office space, supplies, events, volunteers, media, etc.).
• An official agent manages the finances/money of a candidate (purchasing, budgets, bills,
spending limits, etc.).
• Freedom of speech is the right to express information, ideas and opinions.
• Freedom of the press is the right of the media to express views and share information.
Living in a democracy guarantees us the right to freedom of speech and freedom of the press.
• A fact is a statement based on something known to be true or to have happened. It is
something that can be proven with evidence.
• An opinion is a personal view, thought or feeling.
• A platform is made up of the ideas and goals of a candidate and/or political party. Voters
learn about platforms in order to help them decide who to vote for.
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Election Information at a Glance
• Democracy is a type of government in which eligible voters are free to choose who will
represent them by voting in regularly held elections. Canada (Manitoba) is a democracy;
our elections are run in a free, fair and safe way.

3. Did You Know?
• In order for a voter to become a candidate, he/she must first be nominated. The nomination
process includes gathering signatures of 100 eligible voters within the electoral division in
which he/she wishes to be a candidate.
• In the past, there was a fee to be nominated as a candidate. Now, there is no cost,
ensuring fairness.
• The amount a candidate can spend is determined by the number of names on the voters list.
This amount is the same for each candidate within an electoral division. This ensures that the
election process is fair and accessible.

4. Election Facts
• To vote in a Manitoba provincial election (to be eligible to vote), you must be at least 18 years
old on election day, a Canadian citizen, and live in Manitoba for six months before the election.
• All Manitobans who meet the eligibility criteria have the right to vote. The only person who
can’t vote is the Chief Electoral Officer (head of Elections Manitoba).
• Manitoba's eligibility criteria exist, in part, because:
-- By I8, a person is legally an adult.
-- As a citizen of Canada, a person shares in the rights and privileges citizenship offers –
including the responsibilities that go with it.
-- Having lived in Manitoba for at least six months provides time to learn about provincial
and community issues.
• Laws about Manitoba's elections (including eligibility criteria) are created by the provincial
government and carried out by Elections Manitoba.
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lesson 3

Let the Campaign Begin!
Lesson Three of Three

Related Essential Skills
Oral communication

Three Learning Levels

Presentation

Reading

lesson outcomes

Comprehension

Learners will experience the campaign process to understand:

Problem solving
Decision making
Critical thinking
Significant memory use

Thinking

• Roles of key participants
• Campaign development and presentation – from all sides

Writing

Learning Level 1

Working with others

Critical thinking
Presentation
Consensus building

Teaching Strategies

Materials/Resources
Instructor

• Brainstorming

Building a Campaign
Campaign Terms Index Cards
Campaign Roles/Definitions

• Simulation

Sequence of Learning

Learner

SUGGESTION: Two options are provided for the Activate (Key Roles
in a Campaign) activity. If additional time is preferred for the Building
a Campaign presentations, Option 1 is recommended.

Activate

Campaign Terms Index Cards
Answer Key

PREPARATION
Pre-cut Campaign Terms Index
Cards (one set per group).

Note: This activity can be done over two classes:
• Class 1 – begin work on Building a Campaign Instructor Resource
• Class 2 – finish the Building a Campaign and have group
presentations
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Option 1: Use this activity if the lesson is completed in one class.
Key Roles in a Campaign:
A candidate is an eligible
voter who is nominated to run
in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most
votes) becomes a Member of
the Legislative Assembly.
A campaign is a candidate’s
plan of how he/she intends
to win the election.
An election is a process by
which eligible voters choose
(by voting) who represents
them in governement.
The voters list is the list
of eligible voters created
through enumeration. It is
used during the election to
track that each voter only
votes once. It is also used to
determine spending limits for
candidates during an election
campaign.

1. Share with learners that every candidate has a team that works with
him/her on the campaign during an election. Write the following key
roles in a campaign on the board:
• Key roles in a campaign:
-- Campaign manager – candidate’s right hand person, manages
the “business” of the campaign (office space, supplies, events,
volunteers, media, etc.)
-- Official agent – manages the finances/money of a candidate
(purchasing, budgets, bills, etc.)
-- Scrutineer – volunteer who represents the candidate at voting
places and at the review of the voters list (revision)
Option 2: Use this activity if the lesson is completed in two classes.
Key Roles in a Campaign:
1. Begin class by asking learners to imagine there is a musician who
wants to put on a concert. The musician will need other people in order
for the concert to be a success.
Ask learners to brainstorm a list of people needed to make the concert
a success. Write learners’ ideas on the board.
Possible people may include:
• Other musicians/singers
• Manager/Agent
• Fans
• Promoter/Publicist
• Stage crew to set up/move equipment
2. Share with learners that in the same way a musician needs a group of
people to help him/her have a successful concert, a candidate needs a
group of people for a successful campaign during an election.
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3. Next to the list of people needed to put on a concert, record a similar
list needed to run a campaign. Ask learners to identify who fulfills the
roles for:
The person(s) who:

Is campaigning to be elected (candidate)
Manages the business (campaign manager)
Will be voting (voters)
Manages the finances/money (official agent)
Helps the candidate during the election (volunteers/scrutineers)
4. Share with learners that a candidate’s team works with the candidate
to create a campaign platform.

Acquire/Apply
Building a Campaign:
1. Divide learners into groups (minimum of four, maximum of six
participants).
2. Hand out a copy of the Building a Campaign Instructor Resource to each
learner, and one set of Campaign Terms Index Cards Instructor Resource
to each group.
3. Share with learners that, as a group, they will be creating their own
campaigns. Give learners time to read through the packages on their
own, or as a class. You, the instructor will be acting as the returning
officer and a resource if there are any questions.
4. Once groups complete Step 2 of Building a Campaign, hand out a copy
of the Campaign Terms Index Cards Answer Key Learner Resource to
each learner.
5. Once all groups have completed their package, ask each group to
present their campaigns to the rest of the class.

A campaign manager is a
candidate’s right hand person
who manages the “business”
of the campaign (office
space, supplies, events,
volunteers, media, etc.).
To be an eligible voter in a
Manitoba provincial election,
you must:
• Be 18 years old on
election day
• Be a Canadian citizen
• Have lived in Manitoba
for six months before
the election
An official agent manages
the finances/money of a
candidate (purchasing,
budgets, bills, spending
limits, etc.).
A scrutineer is a volunteer
who represents the candidate
at voting places and at
the review of the voters list
(revision).
A platform is made up of
the ideas and goals of a
candidate and/or political
party. Voters learn about
platforms in order to help
them decide who to vote for.
A returning officer is the
person hired by Elections
Manitoba to manage the
election activities in each of
the 57 electoral divisions.

To include each group member, ask learners to share the presentation
of the campaign. Depending on the size of the groups, members may
have to present more than one part.
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Manitoba is divided into 57
electoral divisions. About the
same number of people live
in each electoral division.
A Member of the Legislative
Assembly is elected to
represent the voters in
each division.

Presentations should include these elements:
• Key Roles in Your Campaign:
-- Team members
• Your Political Party:
-- Name
-- Colour(s)
-- A phrase to describe your political party (slogan/tagline)
• Your Party Platform:
-- An issue important to voters
-- Why your team chose this issue
-- A message to voters about the issue
6. Advise learners that these instructions can be found at the end of the
Building a Campaign Instructor Resource.
7. During the presentations, encourage other learners to think as voters
and ask questions. Remind learners that there are no wrong questions
or responses.

Election experience
A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks The Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

Debrief
1. Invite several learners to share one thing they learned from the activity.
When sharing, it is important that the same response not be repeated.
This will encourage learners to think a little deeper. Record responses
on the board.
Possible questions to begin discussion:

How did you determine what issue to focus on?
How might other people’s views inside your group play a part in
creating your party platform?
How did you consider the needs of the voters?
How did you come to one decision as a group? Was it easy or difficult
to do this? Why/Why not?
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2. Ask learners how doing this presentation may impact how they view
election material in the future. Ask learners to record their ideas on a
piece of paper.
NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Building a Campaign
Read the package and ask your instructor to explain anything you do not understand before beginning.
Work together as a group to complete the following steps:

Step 1: Your Electoral Division
• Manitoba is divided into 57 electoral divisions. About the same number of people live in
each electoral division. A Member of the Legislative Assembly is elected to represent the
voters in each division.
• The name of your learning centre or school will be the name of your electoral division.
Your electoral division is: ___________________________________________________________
• A returning officer is the person hired by Elections Manitoba to manage the election activities
in each of the 57 electoral divisions.
• Your instructor is the returning officer.
Your returning officer’s name is: _____________________________________________________

Step 2: Your Campaign Reference
• You will need these two resources for this step:
-- Campaign Terms Index Cards
-- Campaign Roles/Definitions
• Match the Campaign Terms Index Cards with the Campaign Roles/Definitions.
• Once your group is done, ask your instructor/returning officer for the answer key for reference.
Make any corrections needed.

Step 3: Key Roles in Your Campaign
• Decide who in your group will play the following roles:
Candidate (1 person)

Name: __________________________________________

Campaign Manager (1 person)

Name: __________________________________________

Scrutineer (1-2 people)

Name: __________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________
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Building a Campaign
Political Party Members (1-2 people) Name:_ _________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________

Step 4: Your Political Party
• Create a political party name for your group. Be original and create a party name that does not
currently exist.
Our political party name is: _________________________________________________________
• Decide on your political party colour. (You can choose one or more.)
Our political party colour is: _ _______________________________________________________
• Decide on your political party slogan or tagline – a few words to describe what your political
party stands for. For example, one slogan to promote the prevention of drinking and driving is
Arrive Alive, another promoting healthy living is Got Milk?
Our political party slogan/tagline is: _________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________

Step 5: Your Party Platform
• Brainstorm one issue important to voters that your campaign will focus on. For example, child
care, education, drinking and driving, safe communities.
To identify an issue, consider the following:

What issues are important to you?
What issues are important to voters?
Our campaign issue is: _ ___________________________________________________________
• Share why your ‘political party’ has chosen this issue to focus on. For example:
-- Child Care – I have young children who need care when I am at work.
-- Education – I attend an adult learning centre.
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Building a Campaign
-- Drinking and Driving – I want safe roads.
-- Safe Communities – I want to feel safe in my neighborhood.
• To identify why this issue is important, consider the following:

How does this issue affect you personally?
How does this issue affect voters?
We chose this issue because: _______________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
• Create a one-line message to voters about the issue. For example, We promise to provide child
care before and after school.
To create this message, consider the following:

What will be the benefit to voters?
Our message is: _ _________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
• When you are finished these steps, your group will present your campaign to the class.
Use Steps 3, 4, and 5 to prepare your presentation. Be sure to include all members of your group
in the presentation of your campaign.
-- Key Roles in Your Campaign
xx Team members
-- Your Political Party
xx Name
xx Colour(s)
xx A phrase to describe your political party (slogan/tagline)
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Building a Campaign
-- Your Party Platform
xx An issue important to voters
xx Why your team chose this issue
xx A message to voters about the issue
Everyone should be prepared to answer questions. Any team member can help answer questions.
The rest of the class will be playing the roles of voters in your electoral division.
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Campaign Terms Index Cards

Campaign

Party Member

Campaign Manager

Platform

Candidate

Political Party

Electoral Division

Returning Officer

Nomination

Scrutineer

Official Agent

Voter
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Campaign Roles/Definitions

A candidate’s plan of how he/she intends
to win the election.

A person belonging to and supporting
a specific political party.

A candidate’s right hand person who
manages the “business” of the campaign (office
space, supplies, events, volunteers, media, etc.).

This is made up of the ideas and goals
of a candidate and/or political party. Voters
learn about these in order to help
them decide who to vote for.

An eligible voter who is nominated to run
in an election. The successful one
(receives the most votes) becomes a
Member of the Legislative Assembly.

An organization of like-minded voters.
One of its purposes is to nominate and
support candidates during an election.

Manitoba is divided into 57 of these. About
the same number of people live in each one.

The person hired by Elections Manitoba
to manage the election activities in each
of the 57 electoral divisions.

Process that must be followed to be a candidate
in an election. One step is to get signatures
from 100 eligible voters in the electoral division
in which you wish to be a candidate.

A volunteer who represents the candidate
at voting places and at the review of the
voters list (revision).

He/She manages the finances/money
of a candidate (purchasing, budgets,
bills, spending limits, etc.).

A person eligible to vote
during an election.
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Campaign Terms Index Cards Answer Key
Campaign
• A candidate’s plan of how he/she intends to win the election.
Campaign Manager
• A candidate’s right hand person who manages the “business” of the campaign (office space,
supplies, events, volunteers, media, etc.).
Candidate
• An eligible voter who is nominated to run in an election. The successful candidate (receives
the most votes) becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.
Electoral Division
• Manitoba is divided into 57 of these. About the same number of people live in each one.
Nomination
• Process that must be followed to run as a candidate in an election. One step is to get signatures
from 100 eligible voters in the electoral division in which you wish to be a candidate.
Official Agent
• He/She manages the finances/money of a candidate (purchasing, budgets, bills, spending
limits, etc.).
Party Member
• A person belonging to and supporting a specific political party.
Platform
• This is made up of the ideas and goals of a candidate and/or political party. Voters learn
about platforms in order to help them decide who to vote for.
Political Party
• An organization of like-minded voters. One of its purposes is to nominate and support
candidates during an election.
Returning Officer
• The person hired by Elections Manitoba to manage the election activities in each of the 57
electoral divisions.
Scrutineer
• A volunteer who represents the candidate at voting places and at the review of the voters
list (revision).
Voter
• A person eligible to vote during an election.
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lesson 3
Learning Level 2

Related Essential Skills
Oral communication

Teaching Strategies

Presentation

• Brainstorming

Reading

• Simulation

Thinking

Definitions

Sequence of Learning
SUGGESTION: Two options are provided for the Activate (Key Roles
in a Campaign) activity. If additional time is preferred for the Building
a Campaign presentations, Option 2 is recommended.

Activate

Problem solving
Decision making
Critical thinking
Significant memory use

Writing
Critical thinking
Presentation

Working with others

Note: This activity can be done over two classes:

Consensus building

• Class 1 – begin work on Building a Campaign Instructor Resource
• Class 2 – finish the Building a Campaign and have group
presentations
Option 1: Use this activity if the lesson is completed in one class.
Key Roles in a Campaign:
1. Share with learners that every candidate has a team that works with
him/her on the campaign during an election. Write the following key
roles in a campaign on the board:
• Key roles in a campaign:
-- Campaign manager – candidate’s right hand person, manages
the “business” of the campaign (office space, supplies, events,
volunteers, media, etc.)
-- Official agent – manages the finances/money of a candidate
(purchasing, budgets, bills, etc.)
-- Scrutineer – volunteer who represents the candidate at voting
places and at the review of the voters list (revision)

Numeracy
Budgeting

Materials/Resources
Instructor
Building a Campaign
Campaign Terms Index Cards
Campaign Roles/Definitions
Large sheets of paper
Markers
Print advertisements

Learner
Campaign Terms Index Cards
Answer Key

PREPARATION
Pre-cut Campaign Terms Index
Cards (one set per group).
Bring in sample print
advertisements (newspaper,
magazine, posters) to hang
around the class and use as
reference.
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A candidate is an eligible
voter who is nominated to run
in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most
votes) becomes a Member of
the Legislative Assembly.
A campaign is a candidate’s
plan of how he/she intends
to win the election.
An election is a process by
which eligible voters choose
(by voting) who represents
them in governement.
The voters list is the list
of eligible voters created
through enumeration. It is
used during the election to
track that each voter only
votes once. It is also used
to determine spending limits
for candidates during an
election campaign.
A campaign manager is a
candidate’s right hand person
who manages the “business”
of the campaign (office
space, supplies, events,
volunteers, media, etc.).
To be an eligible voter in a
Manitoba provincial election,
you must:
• Be 18 years old on
election day
• Be a Canadian citizen
• Have lived in Manitoba
for six months before
the election
An official agent manages
the finances/money of a
candidate (purchasing,
budgets, bills, spending
limits, etc.).

Option 2: Use this activity if the lesson is completed in two classes.
Key Roles in a Campaign:
1. Begin class by asking learners to imagine there is a musician who
wants to put on a concert. The musician will need other people in order
for the concert to be a success.
Ask learners to brainstorm a list of people needed to make the concert
a success. Write learners’ ideas on the board.
Possible people may include:
• Other musicians/singers
• Manager/Agent
• Fans
• Promoter/Publicist
• Stage crew to set up/move equipment
2. Share with learners that the same way a musician needs a group of
people to help him/her have a successful concert, a candidate needs a
group of people for a successful campaign during an election.
3. Next to the list of people needed to put on a concert, record a similar
list needed to run a campaign. Ask learners to identify who fulfills the
roles for:
The person(s) who:

Is campaigning to be elected (candidate)
Manages the business (campaign manager)
Will be voting (voters)
Manages the finances/money (official agent)
Helps the candidate during the election (volunteers/scrutineers)
4. Share with learners that a candidate’s team works with the candidate
to create a campaign platform.
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Acquire/Apply
Building a Campaign:
1. Divide learners into groups (minimum of four, maximum of seven
participants).
2. Hand out a copy of the Building a Campaign Instructor Resource
to each learner, and one set of Campaign Terms Index Cards Instructor
Resource to each group.
3. Share with learners that, as a group, they will be creating their own
campaigns. Give learners time to read through the packages on their
own, or as a class. You, the instructor will be acting as the returning
officer and a resource if there are any questions.
4. Point out to learners that in Step 7 learners will be creating an
advertisement to get their message to voters. Reference sample
ads (newspaper, magazines and posters displayed in the class)
and highlight key elements to help them create their own.
These elements include:
• Headline (focus on the main message)
• Body copy (a few phrases or lines that support main message)

A scrutineer is a volunteer
who represents the candidate
at voting places and at
the review of the voters list
(revision).
A platform is made up of
the ideas and goals of a
candidate and/or political
party. Voters learn about
platforms in order to help
them decide who to vote for.
A returning officer is the
person hired by Elections
Manitoba to manage the
election activities in each of
the 57 electoral divisions.
Manitoba is divided into 57
electoral divisions. About the
same number of people live
in each electoral division.
A Member of the Legislative
Assembly is elected to
represent the voters in
each division.

• Slogan/tagline (a phrase that captures key benefits)
5. Once groups complete Step 2 of Building a Campaign, hand out a copy
of the Campaign Terms Index Cards Answer Key Learner Resource to
each learner.
6. Once all groups have completed their package, ask each group to
present their campaigns to the rest of the class. To include each group
member, ask learners to share the presentation of their campaign.
Presentations should include these elements:
• Key Roles in Your Campaign:
-- Team members
• Your Political Party:
-- Name
-- Colour(s)
-- A phrase to describe your political party (slogan/tagline)
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• Your Party Platform:
-- An issue important to voters
-- Why your team chose this issue
-- A message to voters about the issue
• Your Advertising Budget:
-- Type(s) and amount of advertising
• Your Message to Voters:
-- Your advertisement
7. Advise learners that these instructions can be found at the end of the
Build a Campaign Instructor Resource.
8. During the presentations, encourage other learners to think as voters
and ask questions. Remind learners that there are no wrong questions
or responses.
Election experience
A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks The Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

Debrief
1. Ask each learner to share one thing they learned from the activity.
When sharing, it is important that the same response not be repeated.
This will encourage learners to think a little deeper. Record responses
on the board.
Possible questions to begin discussion:

How did you determine what issue to focus on?
How might other people’s views inside your group play a part in
creating your party platform?
How did you consider the needs of the voters?
How did you come to one decision as a group? Was it easy or difficult to
do this? Why/Why not?
2. Ask learners how doing this presentation may impact how they view
election material in the future. Ask learners to record their ideas on
a piece of paper.
NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Building a Campaign
Read the package and ask your instructor to explain anything you do not understand before beginning.
Work together as a group to complete the following steps:

Step 1: Your Electoral Division
• Manitoba is divided into 57 electoral divisions. About the same number of people live in each
electoral division. A Member of the Legislative Assembly is elected to represent the voters in
each division.
• The name of your learning centre or school will be the name of your electoral division.
Your electoral division is:_ __________________________________________________________
• A returning officer is the person hired by Elections Manitoba to manage the election activities
in each of the 57 electoral divisions.
• Your instructor is the returning officer.
Your returning officer’s name is: _____________________________________________________
• Number of registered voters: 13,788
This is the number of names on the voters list in your electoral division.
Advertising spending limit: $11,174.60
This is how much money your group can spend on advertising. Spending limits are determined
by the number of names on the voters list. The amount is the same for each candidate within
an electoral division.

Step 2: Your Campaign Reference
• You will need these two resources for this step:
-- Campaign Terms Index Cards
-- Campaign Roles/Definitions
• Match the Campaign Terms Index Cards with the Campaign Roles/Definitions.
• Once your group is done, ask your instructor/returning officer for the answer key for reference.
Make any corrections needed.
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Building a Campaign
Step 3: Key Roles in Your Campaign
Decide who in your group will play the following roles:
Candidate (1 person)

Name: __________________________________________

Official Agent (1 person)

Name:_ _________________________________________

Campaign Manager (1 person)

Name: __________________________________________

Scrutineer (1-2 people)

Name: __________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________

Political Party Members (1-2 people) Name: __________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________

Step 4: Your Political Party
• Create a political party name for your group. Be original and create a party name that does not
currently exist.
Our political party name is:_________________________________________________________
• Decide on your political party colour. (You can choose one or more.)
Our political party colour is: _ _______________________________________________________
• Decide on your political party slogan – a few words to describe what your political party stands
for. For example, one slogan to promote the prevention of drinking and driving is Arrive Alive,
another promoting healthy living is Got Milk?
Our political party slogan/tagline is:_ ________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________

Step 5: Your Party Platform
• Brainstorm one issue important to voters that your campaign will focus on. For example, child
care, education, drinking and driving, safe communities.
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Building a Campaign
To identify an issue, consider the following:

What issues are important to you?
What issues are important to voters?
Our campaign issue is: _ ___________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
• Share why your ‘political party’ has chosen this issue to focus on. For example:
-- Child Care – I have young children who need care when I am at work.
-- Education – I attend an adult learning centre.
-- Drinking and Driving – I want safe roads.
-- Safe Communities – I want to feel safe in my neighborhood.
• To identify why this issue is important, consider the following:

How does this issue affect you personally?
How does this issue affect voters?
We chose this issue because: _______________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
• Create a one-line message to voters about the issue. For example, We promise to provide child
care before and after school.
To create this message, consider the following:

What will be the benefit to voters?
Our message is: _ _________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
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Building a Campaign
Step 6: Your Advertising Budget
• You are running your advertising for two weeks. How would you spend your money?
• Go back to Step 1 to see how many voters you will need to reach (number of voters) and how
much money your team can spend (advertising spending limit).
• Using the list below, decide as a group what kind of advertising you would like to do. For the
purpose of this activity, these costs have been made up.
-- Television commercials – $2,000
-- Radio commercials – $500
-- Newspaper/magazine ads – $650
-- Billboards – $800
-- Bus shelter signs – $400
-- Posters – $450
-- Brochures – $300
We will spend our advertising money on the following:
Types of advertising
(Example: Poster)

Cost for each type
(Example: $450 each)

Total
(Example: 2 posters = $900)

Total Advertising Cost $ _ ___________________________
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Building a Campaign
Step 7: Your Message to Voters
• Using your platform issue, create one print advertisement. Large paper and markers will
be available.
• You can create an advertisement for one of the following:
-- Newspaper/magazine
-- Billboard
-- Bus shelter sign
-- Poster
Reminder: Each advertisement should have a main headline to highlight the most important
information you wish to convey – plus a few phrases or lines to support the headline.
Remember to include the name of your political party and your slogan. Your instructor
has samples of advertising posted around the class for reference.
• When you are finished these steps, your group will present your campaign to the class.
Use Steps 3 to 7 to prepare your presentation. Be sure to include all members of your group in the
presentation of your campaign.
• Key Roles in Your Campaign
-- Team members
• Your Political Party
-- Name
-- Colour(s)
-- A phrase to describe your political party (slogan/tagline)
• Your Party Platform
-- An issue important to voters
-- Why your team chose this issue
-- A message to voters about the issue
• Your Advertising Budget
-- Type(s) and amount of advertising
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• Your Message to Voters
-- Your advertisement
Everyone should be prepared to answer questions. Any team member can help answer questions.
The rest of the class will be playing the roles of voters in your electoral division.
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Campaign Terms Index Cards

Campaign

Party Member

Campaign Manager

Platform

Candidate

Political Party

Electoral Division

Returning Officer

Nomination

Scrutineer

Official Agent

Voter
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Campaign Roles/Definitions

A candidate’s plan of how he/she intends
to win the election.

A person belonging to and supporting
a specific political party.

A candidate’s right hand person who
manages the “business” of the campaign (office
space, supplies, events, volunteers, media, etc.).

This is made up of the ideas and goals
of a candidate and/or political party. Voters
learn about these in order to help
them decide who to vote for.

An eligible voter who is nominated to run
in an election. The successful one
(receives the most votes) becomes a
Member of the Legislative Assembly.

An organization of like-minded voters.
One of its purposes is to nominate and
support candidates during an election.

Manitoba is divided into 57 of these. About
the same number of people live in each one.

The person hired by Elections Manitoba
to manage the election activities in each
of the 57 electoral divisions.

Process that must be followed to be a candidate
in an election. One step is to get signatures from
100 eligible voters in the electoral division in
which you wish to be a candidate.

A volunteer who represents the candidate
at voting places and at the review of the
voters list (revision).

He/She manages the finances/money
of a candidate (purchasing, budgets,
bills, spending limits, etc.).

A person eligible to vote
during an election.
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Campaign Terms Index Cards Answer Key
Campaign
• A candidate’s plan of how he/she intends to win the election.
Campaign Manager
• A candidate’s right hand person who manages the “business” of the campaign (office space,
supplies, events, volunteers, media, etc.).
Candidate
• An eligible voter who is nominated to run in an election. The successful candidate (receives
the most votes) becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.
Electoral Division
• Manitoba is divided into 57 of these. About the same number of people live in each one.
Nomination
• Process that must be followed to run as a candidate in an election. One step is to get signatures
from 100 eligible voters in the electoral division in which you wish to be a candidate.
Official Agent
• He/She manages the finances/money of a candidate (purchasing, budgets, bills, spending
limits, etc.).
Party Member
• A person belonging to and supporting a specific political party.
Platform
• This is made up of the ideas and goals of a candidate and/or political party. Voters learn
about platforms in order to help them decide who to vote for.
Political Party
• An organization of like-minded voters. One of its purposes is to nominate and support
candidates during an election.
Returning Officer
• The person hired by Elections Manitoba to manage the election activities in each of the 57
electoral divisions.
Scrutineer
• A volunteer who represents the candidate at voting places and at the review of the voters
list (revision).
Voter
• A person eligible to vote during an election.
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lesson 3
Learning Level 3
Teaching Strategies

Related Essential Skills
Oral communication

• Brainstorming

Reading

Presentation

• Simulation

Definitions

Sequence of Learning

Problem solving
Decision making
Critical thinking
Significant memory use

Thinking

SUGGESTION: Two options are provided for the Activate (Key Roles
in a Campaign) activity. If additional time is preferred for the Building
a Campaign presentations, Option 2 is recommended.

Writing
Critical thinking

Working with others

Activate

Presentation
Consensus building

Note: This activity can be done over two classes:
• Class 1 – begin work on Building a Campaign Instructor Resource

Numeracy

• Class 2 – finish the Building a Campaign and have group
presentations

Document Use

Option 1: Use this activity if the lesson is completed in one class.
Key Roles in a Campaign:
1. Share with learners that every candidate has a team that works with
him/her on the campaign during an election. Write the following key
roles in a campaign on the board:
• Key roles in a campaign:
-- Campaign manager – candidate’s right hand person, manages
the “business” of the campaign (office space, supplies, events,
volunteers, media, etc.)
-- Official agent – manages the finances/money of a candidate
(purchasing, budgets, bills, etc.)
-- Scrutineer – volunteer who represents the candidate at voting
places and at the review of the voters list (revision)

Budgeting
Information gathering

Materials/Resources
Instructor
Building a Campaign
Campaign Terms Index Cards
Campaign Roles/Definitions
Candidate Nomination Form
Large sheets of paper
Markers
Print advertisements

Learner
Campaign Terms Index Cards
Answer Key

PREPARATION
Pre-cut Campaign Terms Index
Cards (one set per group).
Bring in sample print advertise
ments (newspaper, magazine,
posters) to hang around the
class and use as reference.
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A candidate is an eligible
voter who is nominated to run
in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most
votes) becomes a Member of
the Legislative Assembly.
A campaign is a candidate’s
plan of how he/she intends
to win the election.
An election is a process by
which eligible voters choose
(by voting) who represents
them in governement.
The voters list is the list
of eligible voters created
through enumeration. It is
used during the election to
track that each voter only
votes once. It is also used to
determine spending limits for
candidates during an election
campaign.
A campaign manager is a
candidate’s right hand person
who manages the “business”
of the campaign (office
space, supplies, events,
volunteers, media, etc.).
To be an eligible voter in a
Manitoba provincial election,
you must:
• Be 18 years old on
election day
• Be a Canadian citizen
• Have lived in Manitoba
for six months before
the election
An official agent manages
the finances/money of a
candidate (purchasing,
budgets, bills, spending
limits, etc.).

Option 2: Use this activity if the lesson is completed in two classes.
Key Roles in a Campaign:
1. Begin class by asking learners to imagine there is a musician who
wants to put on a concert. The musician will need other people in
order for the concert to be a success.
Ask learners to brainstorm a list of people needed to make the concert
a success. Write learners’ ideas on the board.
Possible people may include:
• Other musicians/singers
• Manager/Agent
• Fans
• Promoter/Publicist
• Stage crew to set up/move equipment
2. Share with learners that the same way a musician needs a group of
people to help him/her have a successful concert, a candidate needs
a group of people for a successful campaign during an election.
3. Next to the list of people needed to put on a concert, record a similar
list needed to run a campaign. Ask learners to identify who fulfills the
roles for:
The person(s) who

Is campaigning to be elected (candidate)
Manages the business (campaign manager)
Will be voting (voters)
Manages the finances/money (official agent)
Helps the candidate during the election (volunteers/scrutineers)
4. Share with learners that a candidate’s team works with the candidate
to create a campaign platform.
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Acquire/Apply
Building a Campaign:
1. Divide learners into groups (minimum of four, maximum of seven
participants).
2. Hand out a copy of the Building a Campaign Instructor Resource to each
learner, and one set of Campaign Terms Index Cards to each group.
3. Share with learners that, as a group, they will be creating their own
campaigns. Give learners time to read through the packages on their
own, or as a class. You, the instructor will be acting as the returning
officer and a resource if there are any questions.
4. Advise learners that a Candidate Nomination Form Instructor Resource
is included in their package. This form is to be completed and handed
in to the returning officer.
5. Point out to learners that in Step 8 learners will be creating an
advertisement to get their message to voters. Reference sample ads
(newspaper, magazines and posters displayed in class) and highlight
key elements to help them create their own.
These elements include:

A scrutineer is a volunteer
who represents the candidate
at voting places and at
the review of the voters list
(revision).
A platform is made up of
the ideas and goals of a
candidate and/or political
party. Voters learn about
platforms in order to help
them decide who to vote for.
A returning officer is the
person hired by Elections
Manitoba to manage the
election activities in each of
the 57 electoral divisions.
Manitoba is divided into 57
electoral divisions. About the
same number of people live
in each electoral division.
A Member of the Legislative
Assembly is elected to
represent the voters in
each division.

• Headline (focus on the main message)
• Body copy (a few phrases or lines that support main message)
• Slogan/tagline (a phrase that captures key benefits)
6. Once groups complete Step 2 of Building a Campaign, hand out a
copy of the Campaign Terms Index Cards Answer Key Learner Resource
to each learner.
7. Once all groups have completed their package, ask each group to
present their campaigns to the rest of the class. To include each group
member, ask learners to share the presentation of their campaign.
Presentations should include these elements:
• Key Roles in Your Campaign:
-- Team members
• Your Political Party:
-- Name
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-- Colour(s)
-- A phrase to describe your political party (slogan/tagline)
• Your Party Platform:
-- An issue important to voters
-- Why your team chose this issue
-- A message to voters about the issue
• Your Advertising Budget:
-- Type(s) and amount of advertising
• Your Message to Voters:
-- Your advertisement
8. Advise learners that these instructions can be found at the end of the
Build a Campaign Instructor Resource.
SUGGESTION: Once all groups have completed their presentations,
ask candidates to hold a debate – challenging each other’s platform
messages. Candidates should be prepared to defend their group’s
decisions. Debating is covered in detail as part of the Mock Election
in Phase 4.
9. During the presentations, encourage other learners to think as voters
and ask questions. Remind learners that there are no wrong questions
or responses.
Election experience
A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks The Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

Debrief
1. Ask each learner to share one thing they learned from the activity.
When sharing, it is important that the same response not be repeated.
This will encourage learners to think a little deeper. Record responses
on the board.
Possible questions to begin discussion:

How did you determine what issue to focus on?
How might other people’s views inside your group play a part in
creating your party platform?
How did you consider the needs of the voters?
How did you come to one decision as a group? Was it easy or
difficult to do this? Why/Why not?
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2. Ask learners how doing this presentation may impact how they view
election material in the future. Ask learners to record their ideas on
a piece of paper.
NOTE: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Building a Campaign
Read the package and ask your instructor to explain anything you do not understand before beginning.
Work together as a group to complete the following steps:

Step 1: Your Electoral Division
• Manitoba is divided into 57 electoral divisions. About the same number of people live in each
electoral division. A Member of the Legislative Assembly is elected to represent the voters in
each division.
• The name of your learning centre or school will be the name of your election division.
Your electoral division is: ___________________________________________________________
• A returning officer is the person hired by Elections Manitoba to manage the electoral activities
in each of the 57 electoral divisions.
• Your instructor is the returning officer.
Your returning officer’s name is: _____________________________________________________
• Number of registered voters: 13,788
This is the number of names on the voters list in your electoral division.
• Advertising spending limit: $11,174.60
This is how much money your group can spend on advertising. Spending limits are determined
by the number of names on the voters list. The amount is the same for each candidate within
an electoral division.

Step 2: Your Campaign Reference
• You will need these two resources for this step:
-- Campaign Terms Index Cards
-- Campaign Roles/Definitions
• Match the Campaign Terms Index Cards with the Campaign Roles/Definitions.
• Once your group is done, ask your instructor/returning officer for the answer key for reference.
Make any corrections needed.
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Political Experience

Building a Campaign
Step 3: Key Roles in Your Campaign
• Decide who in your group will play the following roles:
Candidate (1 person)

Name: __________________________________________

Official Agent (1 person)

Name: __________________________________________

Campaign Manager (1 person)

Name: __________________________________________

Scrutineer (1-2 people)

Name: __________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________

Political Party Members (1-2 people) Name:_ _________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________

Step 4: Your Political Party
• Create a political party name for your group. Be original and create a party name that does not
currently exist.
Our political party name is: _________________________________________________________
• Decide on your political party colour. (You can choose one or more.)
Our political party colour is:_________________________________________________________
• Decide on your political party slogan – a few words to describe what your political party stands
for. For example, one slogan to promote the prevention of drinking and driving is Arrive Alive,
another promoting healthy living is Got Milk?
Our political party slogan/tagline is:_ ________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
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Building a Campaign
Step 5: Your Candidate’s Nomination
• Using the Candidate Nomination Form, get the signatures of five classmates to have your
candidate run in the election. Five signatures are required and can come from anyone in the
classroom.
• Hand in the completed form to the returning officer who will verify the form is complete.

Step 6: Your Party Platform
• Brainstorm one issue important to voters that your campaign will focus on. For example, child
care, education, drinking and driving, safe communities.
To identify an issue, consider the following:

What issues are important to you?
What issues are important to voters?
Our campaign issue is: ____________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
• Share why your ‘political party’ has chosen this issue to focus on. For example:
-- Child Care – I have young children who need care when I am at work.
-- Education – I attend an adult learning centre.
-- Drinking and Driving – I want safe roads.
-- Safe Communities – I want to feel safe in my neighborhood.
• To identify why this issue is important, consider the following:

How does this issue affect you personally?
How does this issue affect voters?
We chose this issue because: _______________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
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Building a Campaign
• Create a one-line message to voters about the issue. For example, We promise to provide child
care before and after school.
To create this message, consider the following:

What will be the benefit to voters?
Our message is: _ _________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________

Step 7: Your Advertising Budget
• You are running your advertising for two weeks. How would you spend your money?
• Go back to Step 1 to see how many voters you will need to reach (number of voters) and how
much money your team can spend (advertising spending limit).
• Using the list below, decide as a group what kind of advertising you would like to do. For the
purpose of this activity, these costs have been made up.
-- Television commercials – $2,000
-- Radio commercials – $500
-- Newspaper/magazine ads –$650
-- Billboards – $800
-- Bus shelter signs – $400
-- Posters – $450
-- Brochures – $300
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Building a Campaign
We will spend our advertising money on the following:
Types of advertising
(Example: Poster)

Cost for each type
(Example: $450 each)

Total
(Example: 2 posters = $900)

Total Advertising Cost $ _ ___________________________

Step 8: Your Message to Voters
• Using your platform issue, create one print advertisement. Large paper and markers will be
available.
• You can create an advertisement for one of the following:
-- Newspaper/magazine
-- Billboard
-- Bus shelter sign
-- Poster
Reminder: Each advertisement should have a main headline to highlight the most important
information you wish to convey – plus a few phrases or lines to support the headline.
Remember to include the name of your political party and your slogan/tagline. Your instructor
has samples of advertising for reference.
• When you are finished these steps, your group will present your campaign to the class.
Use Steps 3 to 8 to prepare your presentation. Be sure to include all members of your group in the
presentation of your campaign.
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Political Experience

Building a Campaign
• Key Roles in Your Campaign
-- Team members
• Your Political Party
-- Name
-- Colour(s)
-- A phrase to describe your political party (slogan/tagline)
• Your Party Platform
-- An issue important to voters
-- Why your team chose this issue
-- A message to voters about the issue
• Your Advertising Budget
-- Type(s) and amount of advertising
• Your Message to Voters
-- Your advertisement
Everyone should be prepared to answer questions. Any team member can help answer questions.
The rest of the class will be playing the roles of voters in your electoral division.
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Campaign Terms Index Cards

Campaign

Party Member

Campaign Manager

Platform

Candidate

Political Party

Electoral Division

Returning Officer

Nomination

Scrutineer

Official Agent

Voter
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Campaign Roles/Definitions

A candidate’s plan of how he/she intends
to win the election.

A person belonging to and supporting
a specific political party.

A candidate’s right hand person who
manages the “business” of the campaign (office
space, supplies, events, volunteers, media, etc.).

This is made up of the ideas and goals
of a candidate and/or political party. Voters
learn about these in order to help
them decide who to vote for.

An eligible voter who is nominated to run
in an election. The successful one
(receives the most votes) becomes a
Member of the Legislative Assembly.

An organization of like-minded voters.
One of its purposes is to nominate and
support candidates during an election.

Manitoba is divided into 57 of these. About
the same number of people live in each one.

The person hired by Elections Manitoba
to manage the election activities in each
of the 57 electoral divisions.

Process that must be followed to be a candidate
in an election. One step is to get signatures from
100 eligible voters in the electoral division in
which you wish to be a candidate.

A volunteer who represents the candidate
at voting places and at the review of the
voters list (revision).

He/She manages the finances/money
of a candidate (purchasing, budgets,
bills, spending limits, etc.).

A person eligible to vote
during an election.

398   Instructor Resource | Appendix P3-L3-30

Political Experience

Campaign Terms Index Cards Answer Key
Campaign
• A candidate’s plan of how he/she intends to win the election.
Campaign Manager
• A candidate’s right hand person who manages the “business” of the campaign (office space,
supplies, events, volunteers, media, etc.).
Candidate
• An eligible voter who is nominated to run in an election. The successful candidate (receives
the most votes) becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.
Electoral Division
• Manitoba is divided into 57 of these. About the same number of people live in each one.
Nomination
• Process that must be followed to run as a candidate in an election. One step is to get signatures
from 100 eligible voters in the electoral division in which you wish to be a candidate.
Official Agent
• He/She manages the finances/money of a candidate (purchasing, budgets, bills, spending
limits, etc.).
Party Member
• A person belonging to and supporting a specific political party.
Platform
• This is made up of the ideas and goals of a candidate and/or political party. Voters learn
about platforms in order to help them decide who to vote for.
Political Party
• An organization of like-minded voters. One of its purposes is to nominate and support
candidates during an election.
Returning Officer
• The person hired by Elections Manitoba to manage the election activities in each of the 57
electoral divisions.
Scrutineer
• A volunteer who represents the candidate at voting places and at the review of the voters
list (revision).
Voter
• A person eligible to vote during an election.
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Political Experience

Candidate Nomination Form
PART 1
Electoral Division:_ __________________________________________________________________
(name of your learning centre/school)

Name of Candidate:_ ________________________________________________________________
Name as I wish it to appear on the ballot:_ ______________________________________________

		

Last Name			

First Name

Political Party Name:_________________________________________________________________
Date submitted: _________________ Candidate Signature:_ _______________________________
Official Agent Name: _ _______________________________________________________________
Official Agent Signature: _____________________________________________________________
Returning Officer Name: _ ____________________________________________________________
Returning Officer Signature: ________________________________ Date:_____________________

PART 2
We, the eligible voters in the above learning centre/school, nominate _______________________
as a candidate in the upcoming election.
#

Name (Print)
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Homeroom (Print)

Signature

PHASE 4

voting

Democratic Experience

Learners put into practice every aspect
of the election process. They experience
how to vote, the impact of their vote
and much more.
Democratic Experience reference
Election Day in Manitoba
• Election day is always a Tuesday.
• Employees have a right to three
consecutive hours to vote at
the discretion of the employer.
• Political signage is not allowed
within 50 metres (164 ft.) of the
entrance to a voting place on
election day.
• Only voters and voting officers
are allowed to place ballots in
the ballot box.

Election Costs in Manitoba
• Provincial election dates are now
determined ahead of time –
beginning with October 4, 2011 and
then every four years after that.

Voter Turnout
(recent Manitoba elections)
• 56.8% in 2007
• 54.0% in 2003
• 68.1% in 1999

• The following was spent on recent
Manitoba provincial general elections:
-- About $7.5 million in 2007,
$6.2 million in 2003, $4.9 million
in 1999
• Total reimbursements paid by
Elections Manitoba to political
parties, candidates and auditors
for election expenses:
-- $2.8 million in 2007, $2.0 million
in 2003, $2.6 million in 1999
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PHASE 4

voting

Democratic Experience
Learners will be introduced to:
1. The value of democracy and will:
• Reflect on the impact of an individual’s vote
• Learn the government’s role in citizens’ daily lives
• Identify key components of democratic elections
• Discuss the value of participation in elections
2 The steps taken when preparing for an election and will:
• Understand different types of voting
• Learn the value of effective communication (questions, speeches,
candidate platforms)
• Prepare candidate and special interest group speeches
• Make informed decisions about who to vote for
3. Voting in an election and will:
• Identify and understand the roles of election workers
• Learn the steps to voting
• Learn how to vote
• Observe the tallying of election results
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lesson 1

The Power of Choices
Introductory Activity

Related Essential Skills
Working with others

All Learning Levels

Brainstorming

Thinking

Goal

Critical thinking
Problem solving

Learners will identify issues that matter to them and experience the
impact of their actions on democracy and their daily lives.

Oral communication

Activate

Resources/Materials
Instructor

1. As learners arrive, ask them to sit in any chair. As a class, ask learners
to brainstorm a list of 5-10 issues that matter to them. Record learners’
responses on the board.
Remind learners that what matters (is relevant) to one learner,
may not matter to another.
Possible issues may include:

Discussion

Impact of My Actions
Paper
Markers

Learner
Election Information at
a Glance

Preparation

• Day care

Before class begins, move
tables and/or desks to one
side of the classroom. Leave
chairs accessible to begin
the class.
Hang three large pieces of
paper around the room and
number them 1, 2, and 3.

• School
• Jobs
• Health
• Crime
2. Ask learners to stand in a line in the middle of the classroom.
3. Using the brainstormed list, read one issue out loud at a time. Ask
learners to either take one step forward if the issue is relevant to them,
or one step backwards if it is not. Repeat this for each issue.
Note: The objective of the exercise is to encourage learners to reflect
on the issue and then act by stepping forward or back. There are no
right or wrong responses.
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4. After all the issues have been read, ask learners to take note of where
they are now standing. Ask learners to return to their chairs.
5. Acknowledge that all learners have changed position during the
activity. Guide a group discussion by using the following questions:

Why did you change position?
Possible answers may include:
• I made choices about what is important to me.
• Some things matter more to me than others.

What does changing position represent?
Possible answers may include:
• When I make a choice, I can take action.
• When I take action, there is an impact.
6. Share with learners that democracy fosters independent thought
and differences of opinion. For example, point out that they were all
standing in a line at the beginning of the activity, but ended up in
different places in the room – depending on whether the issue was
important or not important to them.
7. Hand out a marker to each learner. Ask learners to individually choose
one issue that matters to them from the brainstormed list on the
board. Once each learner has chosen an issue, ask him/her to write
the issue on the paper posted on the wall, (numbered 1 ).
8. Now ask learners to brainstorm one thing they can do about the issue.
Then ask each learner to write the action each would take on the paper
numbered 2.
For example, these actions can include:
• Day Care – Learn what services are available
• Housing – Get my name on a waiting list
• Jobs – Get training
• School – Learn about support for adult learners
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9. Now ask learners to brainstorm what sort of impact their action can
have on the issue. Then ask each learner to write this impact on the
paper numbered 3 .
For example, by:
• Learning what day care services are available – I can choose
a program close to home.
• Getting my name on a waiting list – I can get an apartment
close to work.
• Getting training – I can apply for a raise.
• Learning about support for adult learners – I can afford to go back
to school.
10. Regroup as a class and hand out a copy of the Impact of My Actions
Instructor Resource to each learner. On the board, create three columns,
writing Issue at the top of the first column. Ask learners to recall the
issue they identified earlier in the class and write it in the column
marked Issue on their handout. Repeat these steps for columns two
and three using Action and Impact.

Debrief

Extended Learning

1. Once completed, divide learners into small groups. Ask learners to
share their Issue, Action, Impact statements and then discuss the
following questions recorded on the board:

What did you learn from this activity?
Possible answers may include:
• By identifying issues that are important to me and the quality
of my life, I can identify actions.
• My actions can have impact.
• Even though a similar issue is identified by another person,
his/her action and impact may be different.

The appendices “Election
Information at a Glance”
provide learners with a
summary of reference
material, definitions and
facts found in Phase 4.

Election experience
A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks The Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.
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Democracy is a type of
government in which eligible
voters are free to choose who
will represent them by voting
in regularly held elections.
Canada (Manitoba) is a
democracy; our elections
are run in a free, fair and
safe way.

How does this activity impact your view of democracy?
Possible answers may include:
• My vote will make a difference.
• It is important to choose a candidate that will represent my ideas.
• In order to make the best choice I can when voting, I need to identify
the issues that are important to me.
• Living in a democracy provides me with the freedoms to make
informed decisions.
2. Regroup as a class and invite learners to share their responses. Record
learners’ responses on the board.
Note: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Democratic Experience

Impact of My Actions

Issue (that matters to you)

Action (you can take)

Impact (of your action)
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Democratic Experience

Election Information at a Glance
This information is a summary of Phase 4 and can be handed out at the end of any Phase 4 lesson.

1. Election Reference
Election Day in Manitoba
• Election day is always a Tuesday.
• Employees have a right to three consecutive hours to vote at the discretion of the employer.
• Political signage is not allowed within 50 metres (164 ft.) of the entrance to a voting place
on election day.
• Only voters and voting officers are allowed to place ballots in the ballot box.
• Provincial election dates are now determined ahead of time – beginning with October 4, 2011
and then every four years after that.

Election Costs in Manitoba
• The following was spent on recent Manitoba provincial general elections: about $7.5 million
in 2007, $6.2 million in 2003, $4.9 million in 1999.
• Total reimbursements paid by Elections Manitoba to political parties, candidates and auditors
for election expenses: $2.8 million in 2007, $2.0 million in 2003, $2.6 million in 1999.

Voter Turnout (recent Manitoba elections)
• 56.8% in 2007
• 54.0% in 2003
• 68.1% in 1999

2. Election Definitions
• An election is a process by which eligible voters choose (by voting) who represents
them in government.
• The province is made up of 57 electoral divisions, all of which are represented within a
structure called the provincial government. The role of the provincial government is to
represent all Manitoba citizens.
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Election Information at a Glance
• The Legislative Assembly is the part of the provincial government made up of the 57 MLAs
elected to represent the people of Manitoba.

Key Roles in an Election
• To be an eligible voter in a Manitoba provincial election, you must:
-- Be at least 18 years old on election day
-- Be a Canadian citizen
-- Have lived in Manitoba for six months before the election
• A candidate is an eligible voter who is nominated to run in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most votes) becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.
• The voting officer is responsible for initialing the back of the ballot, handing the ballot to
the voter, verifying the ballot when it is returned by the voter and counting the ballots.
• The assistant voting officer is responsible for crossing voters’ names off the list and writing
down everything that happens at the voting station.
• A scrutineer is a volunteer who represents the candidate at voting places and at the review of
the voters list (revision).
• When a candidate is elected, he/she becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly
(commonly referred to as an MLA). There are 57 Members of the Legislative Assembly – one
per electoral division. His/Her job is to represent the voters’ needs within the government.
• The Premier is the head of the provincial government. Before an election, each political
party chooses a leader. The leader of the political party that has the most candidates elected
becomes the Premier.
• The Official Opposition is the political party with the second largest number of MLAs.
• The Leader of the Official Opposition is the leader of the political party with the second
largest number of MLAs.
• Democracy is a type of government in which eligible voters are free to choose who will
represent them by voting in regularly held elections. Canada (Manitoba) is a democracy;
our elections are run in a free, fair and safe way.
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Democratic Experience

Election Information at a Glance
Election Terms Used When Voting
• A campaign is a candidate’s plan of how he/she intends to win the election.
• A platform is made up of the ideas and goals of a candidate and/or political party.
Voters learn about platforms in order to help them decide who to vote for.
• A voting place is the place voters go to vote.
• A voting station is the spot inside the voting place where a voter receives his/her ballot.
Each voting place may have many voting stations.
• The voters list is the list of eligible voters created through enumeration. It is used during the
election to track that each voter only votes once. It is also used to determine spending limits
for candidates during an election campaign.
• A ballot is the piece of paper a voter uses to vote. This is done by marking an “X” in the circle
beside the name of the candidate he/she chooses.
• The ballot box is where voters put their ballot after voting. At the end of election day, ballot
boxes are opened by election workers and the votes (ballots) are counted (tallied).
• The voting screen is what voters take their ballot behind to vote. Instructions on how to mark
the ballot are written inside the screen as a reminder to the voter. Using the voting screen
ensures a voter’s choice is kept secret.
• At the end of election day, the votes are tallied (counted). The ballot box is opened and each
ballot is reviewed and counted.

Election Terms Used When Marking a Ballot
• For a ballot to be considered valid (have it count), the voter places an “X” in the circle next to
the name of the candidate he/she wants to vote for.
• If the voter makes a mistake when marking the ballot, he/she can return the spoiled ballot to
the voting officer and get a new one.
• A voter can choose to write the word declined on the front of the ballot (the side with the
candidates’ names). A voter can choose this option if he/she doesn’t want to vote for any of
the candidates, but still wants his/her vote to count.
• The ballot is rejected if a voter marks “X” for more than one candidate. The voting officer puts
rejected ballots in a separate pile and counts them in a separate column for ‘rejected’ ballots
during the tally (count).
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Election Information at a Glance
3. Did You Know?
• To find further information about the Legislative Assembly and the role of key players
within the provincial government, visit the Legislative Assembly’s website:
www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/
• A letter can be mailed to Members of the Legislative Assembly without postage.
Contact information for MLAs can be found on the Manitoba government website:
www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/members/
• Even if you work during an election (as a candidate or election worker), you can still vote.
The only person who can't vote is the Chief Electoral Officer (head of Elections Manitoba).

4. Election Facts
• There are many different ways to vote: advance to vote before election day, homebound
if you are unable to leave your home, absentee if you are going to be away, or regular voting
if you are voting on election day.
• All Manitobans who meet the eligibility criteria have the right to vote. The only person who
can’t vote is the Chief Electoral Officer (head of Elections Manitoba).
• Manitoba’s eligibility criteria exist, in part, because:
-- By 18, a person is legally an adult.
-- As a citizen of Canada, a person shares in the rights and privileges citizenship offers –
including the responsibilities that go with it.
-- Having lived in Manitoba for at least six months provides time to learn about provincial
and community issues.
• Laws about Manitoba's elections (including eligibility criteria) are created by the provincial
government and carried out by Elections Manitoba.
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lesson 1

Your Vote and You
Lesson One of Two

Related Essential Skills
Working with others

All Learning Levels
lesson outcomes

Brainstorming
Reflection
Definitions
Discussion

Learners will experience the impact of:

Thinking
Critical thinking

• Their vote on government and their daily lives

Oral communication

• Living in a democracy

Document use

Learning Levels 1, 2 and 3 (Combined)

Resources/Materials
Instructor

Charting

Note: This lesson activates prior knowledge using a teaching strategy
created by Donna Ogle called KWL which helps learners identify
K what they already Know, W what they Want to know, and
L synthesize what was Learned.

Teaching Strategies

Brainstorming

Learning About Government
(KWL)
Your Vote and You Definitions
Your Vote and You Diagram
Your Vote and You Answer Key

Learner
Your Vote and You

• Word Splash
• KWL
• Personalize
• Definitions
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Sequence of Learning
Activate
KWL:
The province is made up of
57 electoral divisions, all
of which are represented
within a structure called
the provincial government.
The role of the provincial
government is to represent
all Manitoba citizens.
The Premier is the head of
the provincial government.
Before an election, each
political party chooses a
leader. The leader of the
political party that has the
most candidates elected
becomes the Premier.
When a candidate is elected,
he/she becomes a Member
of the Legislative Assembly
(commonly referred to as an
MLA). There are 57 Members
of the Legislative Assembly
– one per electoral division.
His/Her job is to represent
the voters’ needs within the
government.

1. Begin class by asking learners to brainstorm a list of images, words,
phrases, and events that come to mind when they hear the word
government. Create a word splash by writing learners’ ideas on
the board.
Possible ideas may include:
• Federal, provincial, municipal/band
• Led by politicians (Premier, our representatives/MLAs)
• Provides services/programs (education, health, transportation, etc.)
2. Hand out a copy of the Learning About Government (KWL) Instructor
Resource to each learner.
3. Ask learners to complete the first column by coming up with three
points to answer the following question:

What do I already know about government?
Once complete, ask learners to then complete column two by coming
up with three points, to answer:

What do I want to know about government?
Once complete, ask learners to put aside their Learning About
Government (KWLs) until the end of the class.
Personal Experience:
1. Begin a discussion with learners about their past voting experiences
and reason(s) for wanting to participate in an election. Remember that
past voting experiences may have been difficult and/or emotional for
some learners.
Encourage discussion by posing the following questions written on
the board:

An election is a process by
which eligible voters choose
(by voting) who represents
them in government.

Have you ever voted in an election before?
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For learners who have voted before:

Why was it important to you to vote?
For learners who have not voted before:

Was there a certain reason you did not vote?

Acquire
Role of Government:
1. Share with learners that when they vote in an election, they are choosing
who will represent their needs and make decisions on their behalf.
2. On a piece of paper, ask learners to each write down two activities that
are a part of their daily lives. Share with learners that these activities
should be important to them.
Use yourself as an example to suggest possible activities.
Possible activities may include:
• Taking kids to day care/school
• Seeing a doctor
• Going to work/school
3. Once complete, divide learners into small groups. Ask group members to
share their lists of daily activities with each other. Then ask each group to
brainstorm and record how the government affects their daily activities.
Use yourself as an example to suggest possible answers.
Possible answers may include:
• The government:
-- Provides schools, day cares
-- Provides health care
-- Maintains roads
4. Regroup as a class and ask each group to share their ideas. To encourage
learners to think a little deeper, ask learners not to repeat ideas
already shared.
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Apply
Your Vote and You:
To be an eligible voter in a
Manitoba provincial election,
you must:
• Be at least 18 years old on
election day
• Be a Canadian citizen
• Have lived in Manitoba
for six months before
the election

1. Share with learners that in a democracy, voters have the power to
choose who will make decisions on their behalf. This is done by voting.
2. Share with learners that we are affected by the decisions made by our
government. In turn, the actions we take during an election, like voting,
have a direct effect on how the government is formed.
3. On the board, begin to create a diagram showing the impact of a vote,
using the Your Vote and You Instructor Resource as a reference. Start
by writing Voter at the top of the board.
4. Brainstorm as a class what being a voter means.
Possible ideas may include:
• Participate in elections (voting)

A candidate is an eligible
voter who is nominated to run
in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most
votes) becomes a Member of
the Legislative Assembly.

• Learn about candidates
• Learn about/act on issues that matter to me
As a class, choose one key idea describing what being a voter means
and write it on the board next to Voter.
5. Invite one learner to come and write Candidate on the right side
of the board.
6. Brainstorm as a class what being a candidate means.
Possible ideas may include:
• Participate in elections (running)
• Decide what ideas are important to you and voters
• Share ideas with voters to win support
As a class, choose one key idea describing what being a candidate
means and ask for the same volunteer to write it on the board next
to Candidate.
7. Share with learners that the candidate with the most votes will
become a Member of the Legislative Assembly. Invite another learner
to come and write Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) on the
bottom of the board.
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8. Brainstorm as a class what being an MLA means.
Possible ideas may include:
• Act on behalf of the people they represent (in government)
• Work with a political party or as an independent
• Make decisions on behalf of the people they represent
As a class, choose one key idea describing what being an MLA means
and ask the volunteer to write it on the board next to MLA.
9. Now add Legislative Assembly to the left side of the board. Share
with learners that the Legislative Assembly is made up of MLAs,
and includes:
• Political Party in Power – the most MLAs elected

A political party is an
organization of like-minded
voters. One of its purposes
is to nominate and support
candidates during an
election.
The Legislative Assembly
is the part of the provincial
government made up of the
57 MLAs elected to represent
the people of Manitoba.

• Premier (head of the provincial government) – the leader of the
political party in power
Add these to the diagram by writing Political Party in Power
and Premier next to the words Legislative Assembly. Share with
learners that the Legislative Assembly also includes the Official
Opposition and its leader.
• Official Opposition – the political party with the second largest
number of MLAs
• Leader of the Official Opposition – the leader of the political party
with the second largest number of MLAs
Add these to the diagram by writing Official Opposition and Leader of
the Official Opposition next to the words Legislative Assembly.
10.Hand out copies of the Your Vote and You Definitions and Diagram
Instructor Resources to each learner.
11. Ask learners to pair up with the person beside them and match the
correct definition to each role found on Your Vote and You Diagram.
12. Regroup as a class and, using Your Vote and You Answer Key Instructor
Resource as a reference, ask pairs to identify one role and its correct
definition. Hand out a copy of Your Vote and You Learner Resource
to each learner. Encourage learners to ask any questions they may
still have.

Did You Know: To find further
information about the
Legislative Assembly and
roles within the provincial
government, visit the
Legislative Assembly’s website:
www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/
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Debrief
Did You Know: A letter can
be mailed to Members of the
Legislative Assembly without
postage. Contact information
for MLAs can be found on
Manitoba’s government
website: www.gov.mb.ca/
legislature/members/

Election experience
A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks The Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

1. Ask learners to take out their Learning About Government (KWLs).
In the third column, ask learners to brainstorm three points to answer
the following question:

What did I learn about government?
Suggestion: Encourage learners to find answers to their questions
in column two by contacting the people/groups identified on their
Your Vote and You Learner Resource for further information.
2. In the same small groups, ask learners to share their comments,
after completing the Learning About Government (KWL). Then discuss
the following question:

Does the information learned in this activity encourage you to vote?
Why or why not?
3. Regroup as a class and ask each group to share two or three points
from their discussion. Record learners’ ideas on the board.
Note: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Democratic Experience

Learning About Government (KWL)
What do I already know
about government?

What do I want to know
about government?

What did I learn
about government?

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Your Vote and You Definitions

To be this you must:
• Be at least 18 years old on election day
• Be a Canadian citizen
• Have lived in Manitoba for 6 months
before the election

This is an eligible voter who is nominated to
run in an election. If elected, he/she becomes
a Member of the Legislative Assembly.

When a candidate is elected, he/she receives this
title. There are 57 of these positions – one per
electoral division. His/Her job is to represent the
voters’ needs within the government.

He/She is the head of the provincial government.
Before an election, each political party chooses a
leader. The leader of the political party that has
the most candidates elected becomes this.

This is the part of the provincial government
made up of the 57 MLAs elected to represent
the people of Manitoba.

This is the leader of the political party
with the second largest number of MLAs.
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Leader of the Official Opposition

Official Opposition

Legislative Assembly

Political Party in Power

Premier

MLAs

Voter

Candidate

Democratic Experience

Your Vote and You Diagram
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Democratic Experience

Your Vote and You Answer Key
• To be an eligible voter in a Manitoba provincial election, you must:
-- Be at least 18 years old on election day
-- Be a Canadian citizen
-- Have lived in Manitoba for six months before the election
• A candidate is an eligible voter who is nominated to run in an election. The successful candidate
(receives the most votes) becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.
• When a candidate is elected, he/she becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly (commonly
referred to as an MLA). There are 57 Members of the Legislative Assembly – one per electoral
division. His/Her job is to represent the voters’ needs within the government.
• The Premier is the head of the provincial government. Before an election, each political party
chooses a leader. The leader of the political party that has the most candidates elected becomes
the Premier.
• The Legislative Assembly is the part of the provincial government made up of the 57 MLAs
elected to represent the people of Manitoba.
• The Leader of the Official Opposition is the leader of the political party with the second largest
number of MLAs.

422   Instructor Resource | Appendix P4-L1-9

Democratic Experience

Your Vote and You
• To be an eligible voter in a Manitoba provincial election, you must:
-- Be at least 18 years old on election day
-- Be a Canadian citizen
-- Have lived in Manitoba for six months before the election
• A candidate is an eligible voter who is nominated to run in an election. The successful candidate
(receives the most votes) becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.
• When a candidate is elected, he/she becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly (commonly
referred to as an MLA). There are 57 Members of the Legislative Assembly – one per electoral
division. His/Her job is to represent the voters’ needs within the government.
• The Premier is the head of the provincial government. Before an election, each political party
chooses a leader. The leader of the political party that has the most candidates elected becomes
the Premier.
• The Legislative Assembly is the part of the provincial government made up of the 57 MLAs
elected to represent the people of Manitoba.
• The Leader of the Official Opposition is the leader of the political party with the second largest
number of MLAs.
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lesson 2

The Many Types of Voting
Introductory Activity

Related Essential Skills
Oral communication

All Learning Levels

Brainstorming
Discussion

Goal

Document use

Learners will be introduced to the different types of voting to discover
how voting in elections is free, fair and accessible.

Reading

Activate

Consensus building (pairs)

Voting Barriers:

Problem solving

Information gathering
Comprehension

Working with others
Thinking

1. Begin the class by writing the word election on the board.
2. Ask learners what words and ideas come to mind when they hear the
word election. Write learners’ ideas on the board.
Possible words/ideas may include:
• Vote

Resources/Materials
Instructor
Types of Voting
Types of Voting Answer Key
Voting Scenarios
Voting Scenarios Answer Key

Learner
Types of Voting
Election Information at
a Glance

• Choose
• Elect government/candidate
• Democracy

An election is a process by
which eligible voters choose
(by voting) who represents
them in government.

• Secret
• Fair
3. Ask learners if they have ever voted before. Encourage learners to share
their voting experiences with the group.
4. Ask learners to brainstorm and share possible barriers (issues they didn’t
or couldn’t overcome) that they, or other friends and family, may have
experienced when voting in past elections. Record learners’ responses
on the board for reference later in the activity.
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Possible voting barriers may include:
• Don’t have time (child care issues, work schedule)
• Out of town (work, vacation, school)
• Not enough information (don’t know where, when or how to vote)
• Unable to get out to vote (health issues, caregiver)
• Have special needs (sight, wheelchair, language)

Acquire
Types of Voting:
1. Hand out a copy of the Types of Voting Instructor Resource to the class
and ask each learner to individually make their best guess matching
the definition to the type of voting.
2. Divide the class into pairs and ask learners to check and compare their
answers, coming to a consensus on one answer.
3. Once learners have completed this, use the Types of Voting Answer Key
to reveal the correct definition of each term as a class.
4. Hand out copies of the Types of Voting Learner Resource.
5. Then hand out a copy of the Voting Scenarios Instructor Resource to
each learner.
6. Ask learners to return to the same pairs from earlier in the lesson and,
for each scenario, complete the following:

Identify the type of voting each person can use.
Underline what information in the scenario helped you decide the type
of voting.
7. Once completed, regroup as a class and invite learner pairs to share
their response for one scenario. Use the Voting Scenarios Answer Key
as a reference.
8. Return to the list created at the beginning of class (Voting Barriers) and
ask learners to name which types of voting may address the identified
barriers. Record learners’ responses on the board next to the barrier.
There may be more than one type of voting applicable to each barrier.
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Debrief

Extended Learning

1. Ask learners to take out a piece of paper and answer the following
questions, written on the board:

Name three new things you learned about types of voting in Manitoba
provincial elections.
What was one thing that surprised you about the different ways to
vote? Explain why.
Choose one type of voting and explain how it makes the election process:
• Free (not influenced)

The appendices “Election
Information at a Glance”
provide learners with a
summary of reference
material, definitions and
facts found in Phase 4.

Election experience
A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks The Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

• Fair (all eligible voters included)
• Accessible (easy to participate in)
Example response may include:
• Template voting for the visually impaired or for those with difficulty
reading makes voting:
-- Free because the voter can vote independently
-- Fair because the voter’s special need is acknowledged
-- Accessible because all voting stations are prepared to meet
these needs

What, if any, questions do you still have about the different types of
voting in Manitoba provincial elections?
2. Regroup as a class and ask learners to share their responses.
Note: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Types of Voting
Match the number of the type of voting with the correct definition.
1. Regular voting
2. Advance voting
3. Homebound voting
4. Absentee voting
5.	Institutional voting
6. Personal security
voting
7.	Voting with a
template
8. Regular voting using
a translator

This is for voters who choose to apply (for security reasons)
to have a designated number appear instead of his/her
address on the voters list.
On election day, these services are available by telephone at
all voting places upon request.
This happens on election day. There are about 900 voting
places across Manitoba.
Voting stations set up on election day in health care
facilities (hospitals, personal care homes, etc.) and at
correctional facilities (jails) for this.
This allows voters to vote the week before election day
(from Saturday to Saturday).
This is available for voters who are visually impaired or have
difficulty reading.
This is available to eligible voters unable to get to a
voting place because of a disability. This is also available
to their caregivers.
This applies to voters who are going to be away during an
election (traveling, working, or studying away from home).

Instructor Resource | Appendix P4-L2-1   429

Democratic Experience

Types of Voting Answer Key

1. Regular voting
2. Advance voting
3. Homebound voting
4. Absentee voting
5.	Institutional voting
6. Personal security
voting
7.	Voting with a
template
8. Regular voting using
a translator

6

This is for voters who choose to apply (for security reasons)
to have a designated number appear instead of his/her
address on the voters list.

8

On election day, these services are available by telephone at
all voting places upon request.

1

This happens on election day. There are about 900 voting
places across Manitoba.

5

Voting stations set up on election day in health care
facilities (hospitals, personal care homes, etc.) and at
correctional facilities (jails) for this.

2

This allows voters to vote the week before election day
(from Saturday to Saturday).

7

This is available for voters who are visually impaired or have
difficulty reading.

3

This is available to eligible voters unable to get to a
voting place because of a disability. This is also available
to their caregivers.

4

This applies to voters who are going to be away during an
election (traveling, working, or studying away from home).
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Democratic Experience

Types of Voting

• Regular voting: Regular voting happens on election day from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. There are about
900 voting places across Manitoba.
• Advance voting: Advance voting allows voters to vote before election day at any advance
voting place in Manitoba. Advance voting is held the week before election day (from Saturday
to Saturday).
• Homebound voting: Homebound voting is available to eligible voters unable to get to a voting
place because of a disability. Homebound voting is also available to their caregivers.
• Absentee voting: Absentee voting applies to voters who are going to be away during an election
(traveling, working, or studying away from home).
• Institutional voting: Voting stations set up on election day in health care facilities (hospitals,
personal care homes, etc.) and at correctional facilities (jails).
• Personal security voting: For personal security, a voter can choose to apply to have a designated
number appear instead of his/her name and address on the voters list. This is called personal
security voting.
• Voting with a template: Templates are available at the voting place for the visually impaired
and for those with difficulty reading.
• Regular voting using a translator: On election day, translators are available by telephone at all
voting places upon request.
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Voting Scenarios
1. Joanne is in a wheelchair and can’t get to her voting place. How will Joanne vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

2. Mike has difficulty reading. How will Mike vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

3. Larissa is studying at a university in Alberta. It will take her eight months to finish her
classes but she plans to return and live in Manitoba. How will Larissa vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

4. Greg is recovering from surgery and will be in the hospital on election day. How will
Greg vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

5. Adam travels out of province quite often for his work and he can’t be sure that he will be
here on election day. How will Adam vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

6. Sam is a new Canadian citizen. He plans to vote on election day for the first time in Manitoba
and would be more comfortable getting his voting instructions in his first language. How will
Sam vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

7. Kevin has planned a vacation and will be away on election day. How will Kevin vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

8. Mary has been studying at a college in Ontario for two years and is not planning to return
to Manitoba once she graduates. How will Mary vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

9. Bertha is in a personal care home. How will Bertha vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

10. Jim is finishing a one-year sentence in a correctional facility (jail). How will Jim vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________
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Democratic Experience

Voting Scenarios
11. Pat is in the Canadian military and is overseas. How will Pat vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

12. Jane lives in a small town south of Brandon. How will Jane vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

13. Jon will be available on election day. How will Jon vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________

14. Lisa does not want anyone to know her name and address for security reasons but she
would still like to vote. How will Lisa vote?
•

Type of voting: ________________________________________________________________
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Voting Scenarios Answer Key
1. Joanne is in a wheelchair and can’t get to her voting place. How will Joanne vote?
• Homebound voting. Joanne’s caregiver can vote through homebound voting as well.
2. Mike has difficulty reading. How will Mike vote?
• Use a template at the voting place
3. Larissa is studying at a university in Alberta. It will take her eight months to finish her
classes but she plans to return and live in Manitoba. How will Larissa vote?
• Absentee voting
4. Greg is recovering from surgery and will be in the hospital on election day.
How will Greg vote?
• Institutional voting
5. Adam travels out of province quite often for his work and he can’t be sure that he will be
here on election day. How will Adam vote?
• Advance voting
6. Sam is a new Canadian citizen. He plans to vote on election day for the first time in Manitoba
and would be more comfortable getting his voting instructions in his first language.
How will Sam vote?
• Regular voting using a translator
7. Kevin has planned a vacation and will be away on election day. How will Kevin vote?
• Advance voting or absentee voting
8. Mary has been studying at a college in Ontario for two years and is not planning to return
to Manitoba once she graduates. How will Mary vote?
• Mary can’t vote in a Manitoba provincial election because she has not been living in the
province for six months before the election and is not planning to return.
9. Bertha is in a personal care home. How will Bertha vote?
• Institutional voting
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Voting Scenarios Answer Key
10. Jim is finishing a one-year sentence in a correctional facility (jail). How will Jim vote?
• Institutional voting
11. Pat is in the Canadian military and is overseas. How will Pat vote?
• Absentee voting
12. Jane lives in a small town south of Brandon. How will Jane vote?
• Regular voting or advance voting
13. Jon will be available on election day. How will Jon vote?
• Regular voting or advance voting
14. Lisa does not want anyone to know her name and address for security reasons but she
would still like to vote. How will Lisa vote?
• As a personal security voter
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Election Information at a Glance
This information is a summary of Phase 4 and can be handed out at the end of any Phase 4 lesson.

1. Election Reference
Election Day in Manitoba
• Election day is always a Tuesday.
• Employees have a right to three consecutive hours to vote at the discretion of the employer.
• Political signage is not allowed within 50 metres (164 ft.) of the entrance to a voting place
on election day.
• Only voters and voting officers are allowed to place ballots in the ballot box.
• Provincial election dates are now determined ahead of time – beginning with October 4, 2011
and then every four years after that.

Election Costs in Manitoba
• The following was spent on recent Manitoba provincial general elections: about $7.5 million
in 2007, $6.2 million in 2003, $4.9 million in 1999.
• Total reimbursements paid by Elections Manitoba to political parties, candidates and auditors
for election expenses: $2.8 million in 2007, $2.0 million in 2003, $2.6 million in 1999.

Voter Turnout (recent Manitoba elections)
• 56.8% in 2007
• 54.0% in 2003
• 68.1% in 1999

2. Election Definitions
• An election is a process by which eligible voters choose (by voting) who represents
them in government.
• The province is made up of 57 electoral divisions, all of which are represented within a
structure called the provincial government. The role of the provincial government is to
represent all Manitoba citizens.
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Election Information at a Glance
• The Legislative Assembly is the part of the provincial government made up of the 57 MLAs
elected to represent the people of Manitoba.

Key Roles in an Election
• To be an eligible voter in a Manitoba provincial election, you must:
-- Be at least 18 years old on election day
-- Be a Canadian citizen
-- Have lived in Manitoba for six months before the election
• A candidate is an eligible voter who is nominated to run in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most votes) becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.
• The voting officer is responsible for initialing the back of the ballot, handing the ballot to
the voter, verifying the ballot when it is returned by the voter and counting the ballots.
• The assistant voting officer is responsible for crossing voters’ names off the list and writing
down everything that happens at the voting station.
• A scrutineer is a volunteer who represents the candidate at voting places and at the review of
the voters list (revision).
• When a candidate is elected, he/she becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly
(commonly referred to as an MLA). There are 57 Members of the Legislative Assembly – one
per electoral division. His/Her job is to represent the voters’ needs within the government.
• The Premier is the head of the provincial government. Before an election, each political
party chooses a leader. The leader of the political party that has the most candidates elected
becomes the Premier.
• The Official Opposition is the political party with the second largest number of MLAs.
• The Leader of the Official Opposition is the leader of the political party with the second
largest number of MLAs.
• Democracy is a type of government in which eligible voters are free to choose who will
represent them by voting in regularly held elections. Canada (Manitoba) is a democracy;
our elections are run in a free, fair and safe way.
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Democratic Experience

Election Information at a Glance
Election Terms Used When Voting
• A campaign is a candidate’s plan of how he/she intends to win the election.
• A platform is made up of the ideas and goals of a candidate and/or political party.
Voters learn about platforms in order to help them decide who to vote for.
• A voting place is the place voters go to vote.
• A voting station is the spot inside the voting place where a voter receives his/her ballot.
Each voting place may have many voting stations.
• The voters list is the list of eligible voters created through enumeration. It is used during the
election to track that each voter only votes once. It is also used to determine spending limits
for candidates during an election campaign.
• A ballot is the piece of paper a voter uses to vote. This is done by marking an “X” in the circle
beside the name of the candidate he/she chooses.
• The ballot box is where voters put their ballot after voting. At the end of election day, ballot
boxes are opened by election workers and the votes (ballots) are counted (tallied).
• The voting screen is what voters take their ballot behind to vote. Instructions on how to mark
the ballot are written inside the screen as a reminder to the voter. Using the voting screen
ensures a voter’s choice is kept secret.
• At the end of election day, the votes are tallied (counted). The ballot box is opened and each
ballot is reviewed and counted.

Election Terms Used When Marking a Ballot
• For a ballot to be considered valid (have it count), the voter places an “X” in the circle next to
the name of the candidate he/she wants to vote for.
• If the voter makes a mistake when marking the ballot, he/she can return the spoiled ballot to
the voting officer and get a new one.
• A voter can choose to write the word declined on the front of the ballot (the side with the
candidates’ names). A voter can choose this option if he/she doesn’t want to vote for any of
the candidates, but still wants his/her vote to count.
• The ballot is rejected if a voter marks “X” for more than one candidate. The voting officer puts
rejected ballots in a separate pile and counts them in a separate column for ‘rejected’ ballots
during the tally (count).
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Democratic Experience

Election Information at a Glance
3. Did You Know?
• To find further information about the Legislative Assembly and the role of key players
within the provincial government, visit the Legislative Assembly’s website:
www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/
• A letter can be mailed to Members of the Legislative Assembly without postage.
Contact information for MLAs can be found on the Manitoba’s government website:
www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/members/
• Even if you work during an election (as a candidate or election worker), you can still vote.
The only person who can't vote is the Chief Electoral Officer (head of Elections Manitoba).

4. Election Facts
• There are many different ways to vote: advance to vote before election day, homebound
if you are unable to leave your home, absentee if you are going to be away, or regular voting
if you are voting on election day.
• All Manitobans who meet the eligibility criteria have the right to vote. The only person who
can’t vote is the Chief Electoral Officer (head of Elections Manitoba).
• Manitoba’s eligibility criteria exist, in part, because:
-- By 18, a person is legally an adult.
-- As a citizen of Canada, a person shares in the rights and privileges citizenship offers –
including the responsibilities that go with it.
-- Having lived in Manitoba for at least six months provides time to learn about provincial
and community issues.
• Laws about Manitoba's elections (including eligibility criteria) are created by the provincial
government and carried out by Elections Manitoba.
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lesson 2

Preparing to Vote
Lesson Two of Two

Related Essential Skills
Lifelong learning

All Learning Levels

Resources/Materials
Instructor

lesson outcomes
Learners will experience all aspects of an election and be
introduced to what it means to:
• Make an informed decision

Types of Questions
Types of Questions
Answer Key
Plus, Minus, Interesting (PMI)
Paper
Markers

• Vote on election day
• Be an election worker

Learning Levels 1, 2 and 3 (Combined)
Note: This activity will teach learners how to examine an idea using
systematic thinking skills – applying one of Edward de Bono’s thinking
tools to distinguish plus, minus and interesting facts (PMI).

Teaching Strategies
• Brainstorming
• Group Presentation
• PMI
• Reflection
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Sequence of Learning
Activate
Who Can Vote:
1. Share with learners that this class will prepare them for the upcoming
‘Mock Election’ in which they will experience all aspects of an election.
2. Begin a discussion with learners about their past voting experiences
and reason(s) for wanting to participate in an election. Remember that
past voting experiences may have been difficult and/or emotional for
some learners.
Encourage discussion by posing the following questions:

What is voting?
Possible answers may include:
• Making choices
• Choosing a leader to represent the people
• Participating in democracy

When do we vote?
Possible answers may include:
An election is a process by
which eligible voters choose
(by voting) who represents
them in government.

• In elections
• To make a group decision

Why do we have elections?
Possible answers may include:
• Choosing a person to represent the people
The province is made up of
57 electoral divisions, all
of which are represented
within a structure called
the provincial government.
The role of the provincial
government is to represent
all Manitoba citizens.

• Forming a government
• Deciding on a leader
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Who can vote?
Possible answers may include:
Election Fact: All Manitobans
who meet the eligibility
criteria have the right to vote.
The only person who can't
vote is the Chief Electoral
Officer (head of Elections
Manitoba).

• Residents of Manitoba
• Canadian citizens
• All men and women of voting age
• Members of all ethnic groups
• Patients in mental health care facilities
• Prisoners
3. Share with learners that to be eligible to vote (eligibility criteria) in a
Manitoba provincial election, voters must be at least 18 years old on
election day, be Canadian citizens, and have lived in Manitoba for six
months before the election.
4. Indicate that for the purposes of the Mock Election referenced at the
beginning of the lesson, all learners will be considered eligible voters.
Types of Questions:
1. Share with learners that in the weeks leading up to an election,
candidates make numerous public appearances. They meet with voters,
hold press conferences and debate with other candidates.
2. Ask learners to brainstorm possible reasons why a candidate would
make these public appearances.
Possible reasons may include:
• Informing voters of their election campaign ideas and goals (platform)
• Creating media attention
• Getting support from voters in their electoral division
3. Share with learners that candidates need to be ready to answer
questions from voters, the media and other candidates. The way a
question is asked will determine what type of answer is received.
Voters depend on this information to choose who to vote for.

To be an eligible voter in a
Manitoba provincial election,
you must:
• Be at least 18 years old on
election day
• Be a Canadian citizen
• Have lived in Manitoba for six
months before the election
A candidate is an eligible
voter who is nominated to run
in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most
votes) becomes a Member of
the Legislative Assembly.
A campaign is a candidate’s
plan of how he/she intends
to win the election.
A platform is made up of
the ideas and goals of a
candidate and/or political
party. Voters learn about
candidate platforms in order
to help them decide who to
vote for.
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4. Ask learners to brainstorm a list of questions they would ask their
candidates during an election period. Advise learners that the questions
should be about issues important to them. Record learners’ questions
on the board.
Possible questions may include:
• How would you improve the schools in my area?
• What kind of community programs do you support?
• What are your ideas for job training?
• What are your ideas to reduce crime?
5. Hand out a copy of the Types of Questions Instructor Resource to
each learner. Ask learners to complete the Types of Questions page by
brainstorming sample questions as a class. Record responses on the
board and ask learners to record samples on their handouts.
6. Once completed, ask learners to pair up with the person sitting next to him/
her. Ask learners to take turns asking each other some of the brainstormed
questions, choosing examples from each type. Ask learners to take note
of the different types of answers received by the different questions.
7. Regroup as a class and use the Types of Questions Answer Key
Instructor Resource as a reference to discuss the following:

Which type of question gave you the least valuable information?
Which type of question gave you the most valuable information?
Why do you think this is important to know as a voter?
Possible answers may include:
• Understanding the types of questions and answers posed by
journalists and candidates will help voters better understand the
information they read, see and hear during the election.
• Knowing what type of question to ask helps a voter get the
information he/she wants and needs to make an informed decision.
8. Ask learners to revisit the questions brainstormed at the beginning of
the activity and decide if and how they would adjust them for more
effective answers from the candidates. Record any new questions on
the board.
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Acquire
Platform Creation:
Suggestion: For a complete campaign-building experience,
see Phase 3, Lesson 3.
Note: If Phase 3, Lesson 3 was done (Building a Campaign), choose
three of these candidates for the upcoming debate and election.
Choose two learners to assist each candidate.
If the Phase 3, Lesson 3 was not done, complete the following activity:
1. Share with learners that during the Mock Election, all class members
will play the role of voters. Some class members will also play
additional roles.
Note: The number of candidates will depend on the class size. Typically,
three candidates work well for an average-sized group. If working with
a small group, consider pairing up with another class, or holding a
referendum. (See Suggestion at the end of the Mock Election.)
2. To begin, ask learners to volunteer to be candidates. Ask two
classmates to act as campaign supporters for each candidate.
3. Divide all other learners into equal-sized groups, each acting as a special
interest group (to either be determined ahead of time or decided by the
learners once put in groups, whichever is more appropriate).
Possible special interest groups may include:
• Parents
• Youth/Young Adult (18-30)
• Seniors
• New Manitobans
• Small business owners
4. As a class, brainstorm a list of issues that learners identify as
meaningful to them. Write learners’ ideas on the board.
Possible issues may include:
• Child care
• Public transportation
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• Drinking and driving
• Green space (parks) in the city
• Crime
5. From this list, ask learners to choose the top five issues important to them.
6. Write the five issues on pieces of paper and put them into a hat.
7. Ask one learner to pick one piece of paper from the hat. This will be
the topic that all candidates will speak about.
Campaign Preparation:
Note: Allow learners 20 minutes to complete their presentations.
1. Advise learners that in their group (candidate or special interest), time
will be given to prepare material on the issue. Hand out paper and
markers to each candidate group to create the advertisement for their
presentations.
Advise that each candidate presentation should include:
• One message to voters about the issue and what you, as a candidate,
think about it
• Two campaign promises saying what you would do about the issue
if elected
• An advertisement (ad) in a format appropriate to the learning level
(poster, live commercial presentation). The ad should make you and
your campaign stand out and be remembered.
Advise that each special interest group presentation should include:
• Two needs specific to the special interest group (your group’s chance
to be heard by the candidates and make your needs stand out)
• Two questions related to the chosen issue to ask the candidates

Apply
Campaign Presentations:
1. Regroup as a class and remind learners:
• This is an opportunity for special interest groups to let their
candidates know what is important to them.
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• It is important for candidates to listen to their voters’ needs.
Candidates should be prepared to be responsive.
• This is an opportunity for candidates to communicate with voters
and share their campaign ideas.
• Voters will use this information to decide who they will vote for.
2. Ask learners to present in the following order:

Special Interest Groups: Share voters’ needs

Did You Know: Political
signage is not allowed within
50 metres of the entrance
to a voting place on election
day. This law allows voters
to vote without influence or
intimidation.

Candidates: Share their ideas
Campaign Supporters: Present advertising
Special Interest Groups: Ask candidates their questions
Candidates (with the help of their campaign supporters): Respond
to voters
Suggestion: Hold a classroom debate. Choose a topic that candidates
can be either for or against. Other learners can take turns as referee.

Debrief

Election experience

1. Hand out one copy of the Plus, Minus, Interesting (PMI) Instructor
Resource to each learner.
2. Ask learners to individually complete the PMI for each candidate based
on their presentation, finding one Plus (positive), one Minus (negative)
and one Interesting point about the information heard.
3, Regroup as a class and discuss responses.
Note: Ask learners (‘Candidates’) to bring their presentations, as well
as all learners to bring their PMIs to the next class for a quick final
review, as that is when voting will take place in the Mock Election.

A Mock Election introduces
learners to all aspects of an
election in Phase 4, page 455.
An election trivia board game
called “X Marks The Spot”
engages learners in the roles
of voters, candidates and
election workers in Phase 2,
page 213.

Reminder: Collect advertising materials from the presentations as
needed for the Mock Election.
Note: Learners can file lesson resources in their Your Power to Choose
folder for quick reference.
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Democratic Experience

Types of Questions
Read the following definitions of the types of questions. Brainstorm and record two examples
of each question type.
• Multi-part Question
Asks more than one question about the same topic, but each question may ask something
slightly different.

Example question: How do you keep yourself safe when you have to go out at night? Do you
let your children out late?
Sample multi-part questions:
1.
2.
• Leading Question
Leads the person answering to agree with the person asking the question. May include phrases
such as “Don’t you agree …” or “Isn’t it true that …”

Example question: Don’t you think it would be easier to get your homework done before the
rest of the family gets home?
Sample leading questions:
1.
2.
• Hypothetical Question
Offers a “what if” situation or story that asks someone to make a guess.

Example question: Which hospital would you take your child to if he was sick?
Sample hypothetical questions:
1.
2.
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Democratic Experience

Types of Questions
• Closed Question
Only asks for a short answer and does not allow for an explanation. (Closed questions are not
helpful when a detailed answer is required.)

Example question: Do you have a dream job?
Sample closed questions:
1.
2.
• Direct and Open Question
Addresses a specific issue and gets to the core of what you want to know. An open question
encourages the person being questioned to answer in detail.

Example question: What would your dream job be and why?
Sample direct and open questions:
1.
2.
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Types of Questions Answer Key
• Multi-part Question
Asks more than one question about the same topic, but each question may ask something
slightly different.

Possible multi-part questions:
1. As a learner, how do you balance school and a family? What do you hope to get from this?
2. What time do you have lunch? Do you try to eat healthy?
3. What homework do we have in math? Do you understand the material?
• Leading Question
Leads the person answering to agree with the person asking the question. May include phrases
such as “Don’t you agree…” or “Isn’t it true that…”

Possible leading questions:
1. Don’t you think this is a great hair colour on me?
2. Aren’t you the person I see standing at the bus stop?
3. Isn’t it true that the movie theatre can’t allow babies into the movie?
• Hypothetical question
Offers a “what if” situation or story that asks someone to make a guess.

Possible hypothetical questions:
1. What would you do if the adult learning centre closed?
2. What happens if your presentation partner is sick?
3. Where would we eat if the cafeteria was full?
• Closed Question
Only asks for a short answer and does not allow for an explanation. (Closed questions are not
helpful when a detailed answer is required.)

Possible closed questions:
1. Do you eat broccoli?
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Democratic Experience

Types of Questions Answer Key
2. Will you go home after school?
3. How old are you?
• Direct and Open Question
Addresses a specific issue and gets to the core of what you want to know. An open question
encourages the person being questioned to answer in detail.

Possible direct and open questions:
1. What do you think of the vegetable broccoli?
2. What are you doing tonight?
3. What made you decide to come back to school?
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Democratic Experience

Plus, Minus, Interesting (PMI)
Find one positive point, one negative point, and one interesting point for each candidate’s presentation.
Completing this will:
• Help you think of the positive, negative and interesting aspects of the different candidates.
• Allow you to make judgments based on the value of the candidates’ presentations and
not on your emotions at that moment.
Candidate: ________________________________________________________________
Plus
Minus
Interesting

Candidate: ________________________________________________________________
Plus
Minus
Interesting
Candidate: ________________________________________________________________
Plus
Minus
Interesting
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MOCK ELECTION
Voting!

All Learning Levels

Resources/Materials
Instructor

Prerequisite: Phase 4, Lesson 2
Preparation
✗✗ Before the class, prepare the materials needed to set up a voting
station including: voting screen*, How To Mark Your Ballot Sign,
ballot box*, voters list, ballots, and a pencil.

Voting Terms
Ballots
Voters List
How To Mark Your Ballot Sign
Voting Tally Sheet
Pencils
Ballot Box*
Voting Screen*

*Note: Ballot boxes and voting screens are available from Elections
Manitoba. To build your own, create a voting screen by cutting a
cardboard box into a three-sided screen. A ballot box can be created
by cutting a hole in the top of any sealed container.
✗✗ Prepare ballots using the Ballots Instructor Resource (pre-cut
one ballot per voter, plus a few extras in case ballots are spoiled).
Candidate names should appear in alphabetical order, last name first.
✗✗ Create a voters list by using a classroom attendance sheet and
a Voter List Instructor Resource.
✗✗ A voters list can also be created by holding a quick enumeration
at the beginning of class:
Ask for two volunteers to act as enumerators and gather the names of
‘voters’ by going from person to person, adding each learner’s name to a
copy of the voters list. For the Mock Election, all learners are eligible voters.
✗✗ Post candidate advertisements around the room from Lesson 2
of this phase.
Note: Advise learners that in an actual voting place, advertisements are
not allowed. Political signage is not allowed within 50 metres of
the entrance to a voting place on election day. This law allows voters
to vote without influence or intimidation.
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Begin class with a review of candidate platforms presented in Lesson 2
of this phase. Share with learners that they will be choosing who to vote
for based on these candidate presentations. Encourage learners to review
candidate advertisements.
Provide learners with an opportunity to ask any additional questions
they may have for the candidates before making their choice of who
to vote for.
1. Ask learners for two volunteers who will take on the role of voting
officer and assistant voting officer.
✗✗ The voting officer initials the back of the ballot, hands the ballot
to the voter, verifies the ballot when it is returned by the voter, and
counts the ballots during the tally (ballot count).
✗✗ The assistant voting officer crosses the name off the voters list as
each voter is given a ballot and keeps a count of the ballots during
the tally (ballot count), using the voting tally sheet.
2. Ask the voting officer volunteers to create a voting station. Each voting
station should include one voting screen (with a How to Mark Your
Ballot Sign), ballot box, the voters list, ballots and a pencil (placed
behind the voting screen).
Note: Depending on the size of the class, an additional voting station
can be set up. Voters can be divided between the two – Station 1 would
be for voters with last names beginning with A-M, Station 2 would be for
voters with last names beginning with N-Z. A second voting officer and
assistant voting officer would be required as well as a second voters list.
3. Share with learners that since candidates can’t be at every voting
place on election day, scrutineers are used. Scrutineers are volunteers
who represent candidates at voting places. Scrutineers also watch the
tallying (counting) of the ballots and can challenge a voting officer’s
decision regarding the validity of a ballot.
Ask each candidate to choose a scrutineer to work on their behalf at
the voting place. Chairs can be placed to the side of the voting officer
and assistant voting officer for the scrutineer.
4. Walk through the following steps to demonstrate how voting is done:
Step 1: The voter goes to the voting station and gives his/her name
and address. The assistant voting officer crosses the voter’s
name off the voters list.
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Note: Advise learners that if they were voting pre-election day,
they would have to bring identification (ID).
Step 2: The voting officer initials the back of the ballot, folds it and
gives the voter an initialed ballot.
Step 3: The voter goes behind the voting screen to mark his/her ballot.
To ensure secrecy, the next voter does not move to the voting
screen until the voter has finished marking his/her ballot and
has put it in the ballot box.
For a ballot to be considered valid (have it count), the voter
places an “X” in the circle next to the name of the candidate
he/she wants to vote for. If the voter makes a mistake, he/she
can return the ‘spoiled’ ballot to the voting officer and ask for a
new one. The voting officer should set aside any spoiled ballots.
They will not be counted.
Note: In Manitoba provincial elections, a voter can choose to write the
word declined on the front of the ballot (the side with the candidates’
names). A voter can choose this option if he/she doesn’t want to vote
for any of the candidates, but still wants his/her vote to count.
Step 4: Once the ballot is marked, the voter refolds his/her ballot and
returns to the voting station table. The voter shows the outside
of his/her ballot to the voting officer who verifies the intials.
The voter or the voting officer can then place the ballot in
the ballot box.
Remind learners that instructions for marking a ballot can be
found on a sign behind the voting screen. Ask learners if they
have any questions.
5. Ask the voting officer, the assistant voting officer and scrutineers to
vote in advance.
6. When everyone has voted, the voting officer will count the ballots and
the assistant voting officer will record the votes for each candidate on
the voting tally sheet.
NOTE: The voting officer is the only person other than the voter who
can handle the ballots.
A ballot counts if it clearly shows who the person voted for. For
example, a check mark instead of an “X” is acceptable.

Your Power to Choose | Adult Education Guide   457

If, however, a voter marks an “X” beside more than one name, the
ballot should be ‘rejected’ by the voting officer. (The voting officer
puts this ballot in a separate pile and counts it in a separate column
for ‘rejected’ ballots.)
7. Once all the ballots have been tallied (counted), announce the
election results.

Debrief
1. Discuss the results as a class by asking voters:

Are you satisfied with the results? Why or why not?
Possible discussion points may include:
✗✗ Everyone is affected when important issues are being debated.
Different voters will find value in different issues based on their
needs and experiences.
✗✗ Participation does not guarantee that decisions will always go the
way voters want.
✗✗ No matter who gets elected, everyone has a voice in the Legislative
Assembly – so this is why it is important to vote.
Note: Share with learners that the election process is an efficient
and fair way of making a group decision and it can determine how
everyone will get along in the community (i.e. the classroom/school).
The government is formed to make decisions on your behalf. Your
individual ballot and personal input has an impact on the final
decision of the group, and is therefore very important.
2. Ask learners to pair up with the person next to them and discuss the
following questions written on the board:

What are two things you learned today through your participation in
the voting process?
If there was an upcoming election, would you know what to do to vote?
Why or why not?
3. Regroup as a class and ask learners to volunteer ideas from their
discussion.
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Suggestion: A Mock Election can be used as a classroom tool when
group decisions need to be made. In a situation when a Yes or No
answer is required, conduct the Mock Election as a referendum.
Ask learners to:
• Divide into two groups – one for the issue and one against.
• Research the issue (if needed).
• Prepare a presentation outlining their group’s stand on the issue.
• Present their speech as a group, followed by a short debate,
encouraging learners to ask questions and defend their position
on the issue.
• Follow the rest of the Mock Election instructions. (On the ballot paper,
use only two spaces. Write ‘yes’ on one and ‘no’ on the other.)
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Democratic Experience

Voting Terms

Key Roles During an Election
• To be an eligible voter in a Manitoba provincial election, you must:
-- Be at least 18 years old on election day
-- Be a Canadian citizen
-- Have lived in Manitoba for six months before the election
• A candidate is an eligible voter who is nominated to run in an election. The successful
candidate (receives the most votes) becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.
• The voting officer is responsible for initialing the back of the ballot, handing the ballot to the
voter, verifying the ballot when it is returned by the voter, and counting the ballots.
• The assistant voting officer is responsible for crossing voters’ names off the list as each voter
is given a ballot and writing down everything that happens at the voting station.
• A scrutineer is a volunteer who represents the candidate at voting places and at the review of
the voters list (revision).

Election Terms When Voting
• A voting place is the place voters go to vote.
• A voting station is the spot inside the voting place where a voter receives his/her ballot. Each
voting place may have multiple voting stations.
• The voters list is the list of eligible voters created through enumeration. It is used during the
election to track that each voter only votes once. It is also used to determine spending limits
for candidates during an election campaign.
• A ballot is the piece of paper a voter uses to vote. This is done by marking an “X” in the circle
beside the name of the candidate he/she chooses.
• The ballot box is where voters put their ballot after voting. At the end of election day, ballot
boxes are opened by election workers and the votes (ballots) are counted (tallied).
• The voting screen is what voters take their ballot behind to vote. Instructions on how to mark
the ballot are written inside the screen as a reminder to the voter. Using the voting screen
ensures a voter’s choice is kept secret.
• At the end of election day, the votes are tallied (counted). The ballot box is opened and each
ballot is reviewed and counted.
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Democratic Experience

Voting Terms

Election Terms When Marking a Ballot
• For a ballot to be considered valid (have it count), the voter places an “X” in the circle next to
the candidate he/she wants to vote for.
• If the voter makes a mistake when marking the ballot, he/she can return the spoiled ballot to
the voting officer and get a new one.
• A voter can choose to write the word declined on the front of the ballot (the side with the
candidates’ names). A voter can choose this option if he/she doesn’t want to vote for any of
the candidates, but still wants his/her vote to count.
• The ballot is rejected if a voter marks an “X” for more than one candidate. The voting officer
puts rejected ballots in a separate pile and counts them in a separate column for ‘rejected’
ballots during the tally (count).
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Democratic Experience

Ballots
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Democratic Experience

Voters List

Electoral Division: ___________________________________________________________________
Page: ____ of ____
Number

(Use name of learning centre/school)

Voter (name)

Address (use classroom number)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
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Democratic Experience

How to Mark Your Ballot Sign

Post this sign behind the voting screen for instructions on how to mark the ballot.

How To Mark Your Ballot
• Mark an “X” in one circle only.
• A ballot spoiled or marked in error may be returned
for another.
• Refold ballot and return to the voting officer.
• To decline to vote write the word declined anywhere
on the front of the ballot, refold ballot and return
to the voting officer.
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Voting Tally Sheet
Candidate Name
1

Candidate Name

Candidate Name

Declined

Rejected
1

2

2

4

4

6

6

8

8

3

5
7

9

3

5
7

9

10

10

12

12

14

14

16

16

18

18

11

13

15
17

19

11

13

15
17

19

20

20

22

22

24

24

26

26

28

28

21

23

25
27

29

21

23

25
27

29

30

30

32

32

34

34

36

36

38

38

31

33

35
37

39

31

33

35
37

39

40

40

42

42

44

44

Total

Total

41

43

41

43
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Reference
Glossary
Election Definitions and Terms
Following is a list of definitions and terms
found throughout the guide, organized by
phase. Many definitions and terms recur
throughout all phases.

Eligibility criteria: To be an eligible voter in a
Manitoba provincial election (eligibility criteria),
you must be at least 18 years old on election day,
a Canadian citizen and have lived in Manitoba
for six months before the election.
Enfranchise: Enfranchise means to include, to
give the right to vote.

Phase 1: REFLECTING
Pre-election Experience

Phase 2: PREPARING
Election Experience Begins

Democracy: Democracy is a type of government
in which eligible voters are free to choose who
will represent them by voting in regularly held
elections. Canada (Manitoba) is a democracy;
our elections are run in a free, fair and safe way.

Electoral divisions: Manitoba is divided into 57
electoral divisions. About the same number of
people live in each electoral division. A Member
of the Legislative Assembly is elected to
represent the voters in each division.

Disenfranchise: Disenfranchise means to
exclude, deny equal opportunities, especially
the right to vote.

Enumeration: Enumeration is done by Elections
Manitoba workers who go door to door collecting
names of eligible voters for the voters list.

Election: An election is a process by which
eligible voters choose (by voting) who
represents them in government.

Enumeration record: An enumeration record is
the paper left for the voter by the enumerator,
providing the voter with the information
needed for where and when to vote.

Elections Manitoba: Elections Manitoba is the
office in charge of running provincial elections
in Manitoba. Elections Manitoba is neutral
and independent. The job of Elections
Manitoba is to conduct free and fair elections
and to make participation easy and accessible
for Manitoba voters.

Nomination: Process that must be followed
to be a candidate in an election. One step is
to get signatures from 100 eligible voters in
the electoral division in which you wish to
be a candidate.
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Voters list: The voters list is the list of eligible
voters created through enumeration. It is used
during the election to track that each voter
only votes once. It is also used to determine
spending limits for candidates during an
election campaign.
The writ is dropped: The writ is dropped is the
expression used when an election is called.
The paper signed by the Chief Electoral Officer
(head of Elections Manitoba) is called the writ.

Phase 3: CHOOSING
Political Experience
Campaign: A campaign is a candidate’s plan of
how he/she intends to win the election.
Campaign manager: A campaign manager is a
candidate’s right hand person who manages
the “business” of the campaign (office space,
supplies, events, volunteers, media, etc.).
Candidate: A candidate is an eligible voter
who is nominated to run in an election. The
successful candidate (receives the most votes)
becomes a Member of the Legislative Assembly.

Government: The province is made up of 57
electoral divisions, all of which are represented
within a structure called the provincial
government. The role of the provincial
government is to represent all Manitoba citizens.
Leader of the Official Opposition: The Leader
of the Official Opposition is the leader of the
political party with the second largest number
of MLAs.
Legislative Assembly: The Legislative Assembly
is the part of the provincial government made
up of the 57 MLAs elected to represent the
people of Manitoba.
Member of the Legislative Assembly: When a
candidate is elected, he/she becomes a Member
of the Legislative Assembly (commonly referred
to as an MLA). There are 57 Members of the
Legislative Assembly – one per electoral division.
His/Her job is to represent the voters’ needs
within the government.
Official agent: An official agent manages the
finances/money of a candidate (purchasing,
budgets, bills, spending limits, etc.).

Fact: A fact is a statement based on something
known to be true or to have happened. It is
something that can be proven with evidence.

Official Opposition: The Official Opposition
is the political party with the second largest
number of MLAs.

Freedom of speech: Freedom of speech is the
right to express information, ideas and opinions.

Opinion: An opinion is a personal view, thought
or feeling.

Freedom of the press: Freedom of the press
is the right of the media to express views
and share information. Living in a democracy
guarantees us the right to freedom of speech
and freedom of the press.

Party member: A party member is a person
belonging to and supporting a specific
political party.
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Platform: A platform is made up of the ideas
and goals of a candidate and/or political party.
Voters learn about platforms in order to help
them decide who to vote for.
Political party: A political party is an
organization of like-minded voters. One of
its purposes is to nominate and support
candidates during an election.
Political Party in Power: The Political Party
in Power is the political party with the most
candidates elected.
Premier: The Premier is the head of the
provincial government. Before an election, each
political party chooses a leader. The leader of
the political party that has the most candidates
elected becomes the Premier.
Scrutineer: A scrutineer is a volunteer who
represents the candidate at voting places and at
the review of the voters list (revision).

Phase 4: VOTING
Democratic Experience
Ballot: A ballot is the piece of paper a voter uses
to vote. This is done by marking an “X” in the
circle beside the name of the candidate he/she
chooses.
Ballot box: The ballot box is where voters
put their ballot after voting. At the end of
election day, ballot boxes are opened by
election workers and the votes (ballots)
are counted (tallied).

Personal security voting: For personal security, a
voter can choose to apply to have a designated
number appear instead of his/her name and
address on the voters list. This is called personal
security voting.
Tally: At the end of election day, the votes are
tallied (counted). The ballot box is opened and
each ballot is reviewed and counted.
Voting place: A voting place is the place voters
go to vote.
Voting screen: The voting screen is what voters
take their ballot behind to vote. Instructions on
how to mark the ballot are written inside the
screen as a reminder to the voter. Using the voting
screen ensures a voter’s choice is kept secret.
Voting station: A voting station is the spot
inside the voting place where a voter receives
his/her ballot. Each voting place may have many
voting stations.
Write in ballot: A write in ballot is sometimes
used when a voter cannot vote at a regular
voting place. A blank ballot is used on which the
candidate’s name is filled in, allowing the voter
to participate and vote.

Types of Voting:
Absentee voting: Absentee voting applies to
voters who are going to be away during an
election.
Advance voting: Advance voting allows voters to
vote before election day at any advance voting
place in Manitoba. Advance voting is held the week
before election day (from Saturday to Saturday).
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Homebound voting: Homebound voting is
available to eligible voters unable to get to a
voting place because of a disability. Homebound
voting is also available to their caregivers.

Returning officer: A returning officer is the
person hired by Elections Manitoba to manage
the election activities in each of the 57 electoral
divisions.

Revision Officer: A revision officer adds names
Institutional voting: Voting stations are set up
on election day in health care facilities (hospitals, to the voters list missed during enumeration.
personal care homes, etc.) and at correctional
facilities (jails). This is called institutional voting. Senior voting officer: The senior voting officer
oversees the voting place and helps the voting
officers and assistant voting officers.
Regular voting: Regular voting happens on
election day from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm. There
Voting officer: The voting officer is responsible
are about 900 voting places across Manitoba.
for initialing the back of the ballot, handing the
ballot to the voter, verifying the ballot when it is
Election Workers:
returned by the voter and counting the ballots.
Assistant returning officer: The assistant
returning officer helps the returning officer
Marking & Counting Ballots:
manage election activities during the election.
Declined (ballot): A voter can choose to write
Assistant voting officer: The assistant voting
the word declined on the front of the ballot
officer is responsible for crossing voters’ names
(the side with the candidates’ names). A voter
off the list and writing down everything that
can choose this option if he/she doesn’t want
happens at the voting station.
to vote for any of the candidates, but still wants
his/her vote to count.
Call centre worker: Call centre workers answer
phones during the election period and help
Rejected (ballot): A ballot is rejected if a voter
voters by answering their questions and
marks an “X” for more than one candidate. The
connecting them with the appropriate people.
voting officer puts rejected ballots in a separate
pile and counts them in a separate column for
Enumerator: The enumerator goes door to door ‘rejected’ ballots during the tally (count).
collecting the names of eligible voters to create
an accurate voters list.
Spoiled (ballot): If the voter makes a mistake
when marking the ballot, he/she can return the
Information officer: The information officer
spoiled ballot to the voting officer and get a
greets and helps voters when they arrive at
new one.
the voting place.
Valid (ballot): For a ballot to be considered valid
Office worker: Office workers work in both
(have it count), the voter places an “X” in the
the returning offices and Elections Manitoba’s
circle next to the name of the candidate he/she
main office.
wants to vote for.
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Additional Information
Election Background and Facts
Voter
• Elections Manitoba can be contacted by phone: 945-3225 or 1-866-628-6837 toll free, by mail:
120-200 Vaughan Street, Winnipeg, MB, R3C 1T5 or by visiting: www.electionsmanitoba.ca.
• All Manitobans who meet the eligibility criteria have the right to vote (including election
workers and candidates). The only person who can’t vote is the Chief Electoral Officer
(head of Elections Manitoba).
• Manitoba’s eligibility criteria exist, in part, because:
-- By 18, a person is legally an adult.
-- As a citizen of Canada, a person shares in the rights and privileges citizenship offers –
including the responsibilities that go with it.
-- Having lived in Manitoba for at least six months provides time to learn about provincial and
community issues.
• Provincial election dates are now determined ahead of time – beginning with October 4, 2011
and then every four years after that.
• When you are enumerated, the enumerator can give you the information about your electoral
division, where you vote, election day, and ensure your name is on the voters list.
• Enumerators ask eligible voters for their telephone numbers. If you do not want to give your
number, you can still be enumerated.
• The following ID (identification) is accepted to get your name added to the voters list:
-- Government issued photo ID like a driver’s license or Manitoba enhanced ID (identification
you can use instead of a passport)
-- Any two documents showing your name (like a utility bill and your Manitoba Health
Registration Card)
• If you do not currently have a place to live, you can still vote – just bring a letter from a social
service agency (a place you may go for counselling, shelter, other support) saying they know
who you are.
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• Laws about Manitoba’s elections (including eligibility criteria) are created by the provincial
government and carried out by Elections Manitoba.
• Rules for the provincial election process are outlined in The Elections Act. These rules are
followed by Elections Manitoba, the political parties and all candidates.
• Rules for creating a provincial electoral division are outlined in The Electoral Divisions Act. These
rules are followed when an independent commission redraws the electoral division boundaries.
The Commission meets every 10 years.

Candidate
• If you are an eligible voter, you are also eligible to be a candidate.
• In order for a voter to become a candidate, he/she must first be nominated. The nomination
process includes gathering signatures of 100 eligible voters within the electoral division in
which he/she wishes to be a candidate.
• Financial rules for a provincial election are outlined in The Elections Finances Act. These rules are
followed by Elections Manitoba, the political parties and all candidates.
• The amount a candidate can spend is determined by the number of names on the voters
list. This amount is the same for each candidate within an electoral division and is calculated
as follows:
-- Once the election is complete, the final number of voters is added up in each electoral division.
-- The number of voters is multiplied by a pre-determined amount as set out in The Elections
Finances Act.
-- This amount is now the spending limit for each candidate during the election period.
• Candidates can either work with a political party or run as an independent. Candidates
associated with a political party will share similar views with others in the same party.
• Candidates do not have to live in the electoral division (community) in which they wish to run
as a candidate.
• In the past, there was a fee to be nominated as a candidate. Now, there is no cost, ensuring fairness.
• Candidates look for help from voters during election time. If there is a candidate that you
strongly support, you can call his/her office and volunteer your time.
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• Political signage is not allowed within 50 metres of the entrance to a voting place on election
day. This law allows voters to vote without influence or intimidation.
• A letter can be mailed to Members of the Legislative Assembly without postage.

Election Worker
• Elections Manitoba hires about 10,000 people to work during an election across Manitoba
(about 2,700 as enumerators).
• Manitoba is one of the few provinces that still enumerate. By creating a voters list, the most
current information is available. Also, voters can speak face to face with an Elections Manitoba
worker and get answers to any questions they may have.
• Now that Manitoba has a fixed election date (determined ahead of time), the enumeration
period will go from two weeks to one month.
• Templates are available at the voting place for the visually impaired and for those with
difficulty reading.
• On election day, translators are available by telephone at all voting places upon request.
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Sources of Election Information
Websites Found in the Guide
• Elections Manitoba website: www.electionsmanitoba.ca
-- To download the original Your Power to Choose Education Guide or to book a workshop, go to:
www.electionsmanitoba.ca/en/Educators/
-- To view The Elections Act and The Elections Finances Act, go to: www.electionsmanitoba.ca/
en/Legislation/
• For information on Nellie McClung, go to:
-- www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/people/mcclung_nl.shtml
-- www.abheritage.ca/famous5/achievements/nellie_mcclung.html
-- www.ournellie.com
• For more information and/or printable maps of Manitoba’s 57 electoral divisions, go to the
Manitoba Electoral Divisions Boundaries Commission website: www.boundariescommission.mb.ca
• To find further information about the Legislative Assembly and key roles within the provincial
government, visit the Legislative Assembly’s website: www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/
• Contact information for MLAs can be found on the Manitoba government website:
www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/members/

Additional Resources
• Federal Government:
-- Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms: laws.justice.gc.ca/en/charter/index.html
-- Elections Canada: www.elections.ca/
• United Nations-affiliated:
-- Declaration On Criteria For Free And Fair Elections: www.ipu.org/cnl-e/154-free.htm
-- ACE, The Electoral Knowledge Network: aceproject.org/
-- International IDEA (Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance): www.idea.int/
-- Universal Declaration of Human Rights (plain language version): www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/
humanrights/resources/plain.asp
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

use of materials

Contact Elections Manitoba’s
Education Coordinator directly by:

Permission for any and all use of Elections
Manitoba Your Power To Choose program
in the creation and/or implementation of
another program must be requested from
Elections Manitoba.

Phone: 945.7376 or
1.866.628.6837 Toll Free
Email: YourPowerToChoose@elections.mb.ca
Or visit our website: www.electionsmanitoba.ca
and click to:
Download

Your Power To Choose Education Guide
(for grades 6, 9 and 11, curriculum-based)
Your Power To Choose Student Election Kit
Order additional education materials
Book a Your Power To Choose workshop for your
class, staff, student council or special event
Download other Elections Manitoba publications

To obtain permission, please submit your
request in writing to:
Manager of Communications &
Public Information
120-200 Vaughan Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1T5
Or elections@elections.mb.ca
Please reference areas and/or activities and
lessons of the program and their intended use.
Upon approval of your request, you will be
supplied with guidelines for the appropriate
manner in which to credit Elections Manitoba.

