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2    Criti cal Thinking

Teaching Strategies

Resources/Materials
•    Video (10 minute video clip on any issue)

Supports Curriculum Outcomes:
3.2
4.1

Lesson Objecti ves
Students learn how to analyze informati on:
•  Criti cal thinking process

•  Applicati on of criti cal thinking to politi cal issues

Research
Six Thinking Hats
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Activating Strategy

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

Before the lesson, ask students to research what political parties are and when 
and why they developed.

Have students bring their answer to class and develop a definition as a group.

Show students a video clip (maximum 10 minutes) on any current issue that is 
relevant to them. Ask them to formulate an opinion on the issue and be prepared to 
defend their opinion in a few sentences.

Have students share with the class their positions on the issue and how that conclusion 
was reached.
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Acquiring Strategy

Now have your students examine the issue using the Six Thinking Hats method. 

  Show the video again.

  

  Have students take notes that are specific to their hat colour.

  

  Have each group come together and create a master list that represents its hat colour.

  

  Have each group present its findings to the class.

   

   Poll the class again to see if opinions have changed since first watching the video.  
If so, why?

Divide the class into five groups, each with its own job. A sixth group is optional:

•    White Hat Group: Look for the facts. Analyze the information and identify what concrete 
knowledge you can take away from it.

•    Red Hat Group: Using only intuition, gut reaction, and emotion, identify all the problems 
surrounding the issue. Your job will be to consider how this issue will affect people’s emotions.

•    Black Hat Group: Look for only the negative points. Be cautious and defensive in your thinking. 
Point out the weak points of the issue.

•    Yellow Hat Group: Think positively. Look at the issue optimistically, identifying the advantages 
and the value in it.

•    Green Hat Group: List solutions to the problem – and be creative about it. Don’t worry about 
criticism – all ideas are good ideas.

•    Blue Hat Group (optional): Provide a summary of all the comments made after each group has 
shared its findings.

How to
Six Thinking Hats Method

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   
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Split the class into several groups and have each group pick a political issue from a past or 
present election such as lowering the voting age, tuition fees, etc. Have groups evaluate their 
issue using the Thinking Hats method and present their evaluation to class. Students can present 
their analysis in any format.

Applying Strategy

Debriefing

Discuss how this method of thinking might be useful during an election. (Examples include: when 
voters have to consider party platforms and who to vote for, when parties and candidates develop 
their platforms/positions on certain issues.)


